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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Poarkep- -Metropolitan-Suburban) : 1
mave i—

That the House at its rising adjowrn till
Tuesday, the 11th November.

fuestion put and passed.

Huonse adjourned al 6,18 p.m,

Hegislative Assembly.

Wedneaday, 5th November, 1647,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m,. and read prayers.
QUESTIONS,
INFANT HEALTH CENTRE,
NORTHAM.
Ax to Staff and Re-Opening.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: {on notice}

asked the Minister representing the Minis-

ter for Health:
(1) Is she aware that the Northam In-
fant Ilealth Centre has been elosed

for many weeks beeause of no nurse:

being available?
{2} What steps are being taken to have
the centre suitably staffed?
{(3) When is the centre Jikely (o be
reopened
The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) It has been eclosed for nearly five
weeks,
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{2) Repeated advertisements and per-
sonal solicitation.

(3) As soon as a saitable nurse can be
secured.

HOUSING,
As o Cunderdin Allocation,
Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE:

asked the Premier:

(on notice)

Wlen is a start likely to be made in the
building of the four houses recently allo-
cated to Cunderdin?

The PREMIER replied:

Steps are now being taken to aequire
snitable land and tenders will be called
when land has been secured.

TIMBER IMPORTS.
As to Western Australia’s Share.

Mr. KELLY (on notice} asked the
Minister for Forests:
(1) Figures released by the Pacific

Lumber Inspection Board disclose
that 4,800,000 ft. of lumber was
shipped to Australia from British
Columbia during September; of this
footage what quantity was received,
or is due to arrive in Western Aus-
tralis. .

{2) Whai timbers, and in what quanti-
~ ties, vepresented Western Australia’s
share?

{3) Are these shipments regular{

{4) What was the total monthly footage
of all timbers received in . Western
Australin from overseas during
January, February, March, April,
May, June, 19477

MINISTER replied:

As far us is known, none of the
timber shipped from British Colum-
bia during September was for direet
shipment to ‘Western Australia.
Some quantities may reach this
State by purchase and re-shipment
from other States.

The
(1)

(2) There is no rceognised guota system
with regard to imports which would
set a.fgure for Western Austrolia’s

share,
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(3) Opportunity for direet shipment
from American to Western Austra-
lian ports is very rare.

Total timber imported info Western
Australia of overseas origin for the
months in question has been as fol-
lows, with about 50% in the form
of ecase timber—

(4)

Super
feet.

January .. . 3,500
February .. —_—

-Mareh . 786,800
April .. .. 14,600
May -.. .. .. 294,800
June .. .- .. 237,100
1,336,800

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:—

» War Relief Funds Act Amendment.
y Milk Aet Amendment.
3, Main Roads Act (Funds Appropria-
tion).
4, Western  Australian  Bush Nursing
Trust Act Amendment.
» Supply (No. 2), £3,100,000.

B

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOV-
ERNMENT TRAMWAYS AND
FERRIES.

Message.

Message from the Lient.-Govergor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of thr{~Bi1].

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Factories and Shops Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Minister for Lahoug,

2, University of Western Australia Act
Amendment.

3, Constitution Acts Amendment {No. 5).
Introduced by the Attorney General.

BILL—INDUSTRY (ADVANCES).
Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [4.40]: 1 move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.
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Yesterday I promised that before the third
reading stage of this measure I would obtain
an opinjon from the Crown Solicitor in re-
gard to the point raised by the member for
Fremantle, who desired to know whether the
provisions of the Bill did not conflict
with Section 91 of the Commonweslth Con-
stitution. I propose to read the comments
I have reccived from the Solicitor General,
as follows =

1. Section 91 of the Commonwealth Com-
stitution does not nppear ever to have received
any interpretation from the High Court of
Australia, and the only comments upon the
gection which I have found in law books ars
these in Quick and Garran on the Annotated
Constitution of the Australian Commonwealth
which deals with the section at pp. 840 to 843.
This authority claims that seetion 91 is dir-
ected only agninst a granting by a Btate of
bounties which may be used to ereate unfair
and unfederal eempetition with the trade of
another State, particularly by subsidising the
praduetion or export of goods so that such
goods may be sold at a lower prige than in
other States.

2. The Bill for the Industry (Advances)
Act provides merely for financial assistance by
way of loan repayable by the borrower, and is
directed purely to the development of the
resources of the State, and in no way will
enable the Dlorrower to produce or export
goods at i lower price than he otherwise
could.

3. Section 91 commences: ‘‘Nothing in this
Constitution prohibits a State,’’ and is there-
fore in the mature of an exception to other
provisions of the Constitution relating to inter-
atate free trade. The history of the section
shows that in all the eafly drafts it was ex-
pressed as a proviso to Section 80, which
latter section cxpressly removes from the
States the power ‘‘to grant bounties on the
production or export of goods,’’ and does not
mentien the word “‘aid.”’ :

4. For the above reasons, I consider that
there is nothing in the Indusiry (Advances)
Bill which iz contrary to Sectien 91 of the
Commonwealth Constitution.

5. Even if this opinion showld be wrong I
should point out that the Industry (Advances)
Bill is no more an ‘‘aid’’ to the production
or export of poods than the Tndustries Assis-
tance Aect, 1915, the validity of which has
never heen queried, nor has any complaing
been made by the Commonwealth Attorney
General, If the word ‘aid’’ in Bection 91
ghould mean ‘‘any financial aid whatever®’
{and I do not think it does), the settion haa
in the past, been honoured in the breack.

That iz the opinion of the Solicitor Qeneral.
I have shown it to my colleagues, the At-
torney General and the Minister for Edu-
cation, and they hoth agree with it. As
pointed out by the Solicitor General, the
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Commonwealth Attorney (eneral has never
taken any action in regard to the Act itself
and I understand that similar legislation has
been enacted in every Parliament in Aus-
tralia, so I feel that the Bill is in order and
I hope that the House will agree that it is.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL--RURAL AND INDUSTRIES
BANK ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time ang transmitted to the
Council.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Order Discharged,

On motion by Hen. F, J 8. Wise, Order
discharged.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments now econ-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister for
Local Government in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: I move—

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the ameddments made by the Couneil,
On the last oceasion when the matter was
before the Committee, members were unani-
mous on the subjeet, and I do not propose
to ask for any alteration of that peint of
view at this stage.

Question put and passed.

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported report

Assembly’s Request for Confevence.

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: I move—

That the Couneil be requested to grant a
vonferenve on the amendments insisted upon
hy the Council, and that the managers for the
Agsembly he the member for Kalgoorlie, the
member for Middle Swan and the mover,

Question put and passed and a message
aceordingly returned to the Counecil.

[ASSEMBLY.)

BILL-GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [4.50]:
There bas been quite a deal of talk, discus-
sion and argument on this Bill, but I do
not propose to delay the House long with
the few observations that I have to muoke.
I do not like the Bill or the overall picture
it presents. I do not like the details of it
or the manner in which it was pr'ésenf:ed.
I do not like the time of its presentation
and generally, from those remarks, the
House will gather that T am not in favour
of the Bill. When I listened to the counsel
for the defence last night—who apparently
thought that he had to come to the help of
hig fellow Minister in replying to the de-
bate—the thought struck me that it is no
wonder juries become hamboozled,

Never have I heard a worse example of
a man trying to prove that black was white
than when the Attorney General attempted,
last nizht, to prove that what was a very
good thing when he was in Opposition was
something that eould not be contemplated
now, when he is on the ministerial side of
the ouse. Certainly exeuses can he made
for the Attorney General. Apparently ke
had mislaid his brief, with which he wa«
not too familiar, and not thinking he would
have to defend himself on a subject of this
nature, it seems he was quite unprepared.
When be looks back on his long Parliament-
ary career he will eertainly not regard the
specch he made last night as one of it
highlights,

The Attorne_\} General: T am like the
boy-sconts, always prepared,

Mr. RODOREDA: I would not like to
have the Attorney General defending me
—if I were indicted on a eriminal charge—
if that is an example of his preparation.
Great play has been made, by some speakers
during the debate, on the fact that the Rail-
way Depertment is one of the weakest of
our departments. I agree with that, but
we should examine the position and find ont
why it is s0. I would aseribe as the reason
the fact that it has been practically out of
the control of either the Government or the
Minister. It is the only department that
i$ in that position, Surely it eannot be a
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coincidence that this department is practic-
ally outside ministerial control, while all
the other departments are so conirolled.
Surely it ecannot be a coincidence that this
department js the weakest. I think the Bill
is o move entirely in the wrong direction.
I would far sconer have seen a Bill brought
before the House along the lines of that
brought down last year by the then Mini-
ster for Railways,

It astounds me to see Ministers of the
Crown coming here, year after year, and
deriding themselves and members by saying
that we are not capable of administering a
Goyernment department, It is only be-
littling members in the eyes of the publie
when we talk about politieal control as if
i were gomothing to he avoided. Why on
enrth should we avoid political control? For
the life of me I eannot fathom the trend
of that argument. Ve have been sent here
by the people to govern the couniry and
make laws for it, and to say that politieal
control of any Government activity is bad
seems so ahsurd that no reasonable man
would give it consideration. Why do we
not apply the same argnment to all the other
Government departinents?

If politieal control is bad for the Railway
Department, why is it not bad for the Public
Works Department, or any other depart-
ment? I cannot see the foree of the argu-
ment at ali. Tt is the same as the popular
ery about power politiecs. Are not all
polities power politics? No Government
ean carry out its programme or do anything
worth-while unless it has the power of nom-
bers.  We have heard a lot of absurdities
about political control, and I think it is
time that myth was exploded. The people at
Teast have control of Parliament, bui no
control whatever over departments that
Parliament does not control. T therefore
think the Bill i & move in the wrong direc-
tion altogether. T think that js the Teason
why the Railway Department has proved
throughout the years to be the weakest de-
partment of all. We are now told that the
undertaking is so huge and complex, so be-
vond the range of one man’s capacity to
look after it, that we must have five peaple
to manage it.

When we get down to essentials the Rail-
way Department is merely a transport ser-
viee, and I do not think we want a man
with superman qualities, added io a touch
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of the Archangel Gabriel—or something of
that nature—to run the railway service. I
do not thiok it is nearly as complex as we
have been led to believe throughout the
years in this Parliament. After all, the
job of the railway service is simply to pro-
vide transport, and once the organisation
is in being the same things are done week
after week, month in and month out. I
believe the Director of Public Works has
a far more onerous and responsible job than
that of any Commissioner of Railways,
either here or elsewhere, yet we do not talk
about a directorate for that department.

There are very few problems for a Com-
missioner of Railways to solve onee the
organisation is in being, There is no-rea-
son at all why we should have a hoard,
and partienlarly such a board as is out-
lined in the Bill, representing conflicting

‘interests, to run our railways. We all know

of big commercial undertakings that are
run by one man—the Broken Hill Pty. Lid.,
Imperial Chemical Industries, and huge re-
tail establishments such as Myers—although
they present far more complex problems
than are met with in our railway system.
Yet we are asked to agree to a board of
five men to run the railwavs—a little tin-
pot railway system such as we have in this
State. T cannot see the foree of it, at all,
and partienlarly when we are asked to put
in as chairman a man who must be an en-
wineer. T think that is where we have made
a “‘bloomer’’ in the last few years, with
our Commissioner of Railways.

The man who shonld be in charge—if he
is to be a railway man at-all—is a man
conversant with traffic problems. That is
the problem of the railways—to keep the
traffic moving; not enginecering problems.
Anyone who knows the railways knows that
an engineer in a railway system gets ne
experience whatever in engineering. All
an engineer in the Railway Department has
to do is to keep the permanent way in good
order—nothing else. Until a few years ago
our Rallway Department did not even eon-
struct its own lines, that work being doné
for it by the Public Works Department. I
say, without much fear of contradietion, that
a reasonably efficient foreman could do all
the engineering work required in a per-
manent railway system such as we have in
this State. I think an engineer is the wrong

. type of~man to have in charge ecither as
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commissioner or as chairman of the board
of directors.

The man we want is one familiar with
traffio problems. I would instance the Chief
Traffie Manager who has graduated through
the service and as district superintendent.
He is solely concerned with traffic problems.
All other problems .of the department are
sncillary to the running of the traffic. An
engineer has to keep the permanent way in
order, just as another officer has to deal
with the electrical side and keep the signal-
ling system in order and ‘the Chief Mechani-
ea} Engineer has to keep the workshops run-
ning so as to maintain repairs. The Chief
Traflie Manager is the man who has to
svolve the timetables and he must possess
erganising ability to meet problems as they
arise in copncction with the transport of
goods and passengers. i

If we could have a man of that type as
chairman of the board, he would be able
to cope with the needs associaled with the
problem of running the traffic. An engineer
on the railways has ne more to do with
traflic problems than I have. The present
Commissioner of Railways learnt his busi-
ness since he has been in his present posi-
tion, and T make bold to state that before
he was appointed as Commissioner he had
very little knowledge of the problems as-
sociated with traffie.

Hon. E. H. H. ITall: Your Government
appointed him!

AMr. RODOREDA : [ do not care who ap-
pointed him. T say that tbe wrong type of
man was appointed to the commissionership.

Hon. . H. H. Hall: I agree with you.

Mr. RODOREPA: T know that the pre-
sent Commissioner has done a very good job
under very difficult conditions. He has had
to bear the heat and burden of the dav
throughout the depression and bad to deal
with the problems that arose during the
war years. He and his staff have done a
pretty fair job, from an outsider’s point
of view, considering all the difficulties they
have to contend with. Last night the At-
torney General stressed the urgency of get-
ting the Bill through promptly. According
to his statement, it is a matter of life and
death to pass the legislation quickly.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Which is just non-

HONEe. .
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Mr. RODOREDA: According to the At-
torney General, it was a matter of life and
death to get the Bill passed through
promptly.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And in the next
breath he said that its proelamation would
be delayed and that it might be menths
before that was done.

Mr, RODOREDA: If it were ever pro-
claimed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:a'Yes.

Mr. RODOREDA : The Attorney Genera'
failed to point out why it was so urgent.

The Attorney General: There is the wheat
harvest.

Mr. RODOREDA: All right! 'We ap-
point a board as soon as the Bill is passed
—and immediately the problem of the trans-
port of the wheat harvest is ended! Did the
Attorney General think we would believe
that? Does he belicve it himself?

Hon. I'. J. 8. Wise: Of conrse he does
not. .

Mr, RODOREDA : Certainly not. It was
the wenkest argument I have ever heard the
Attorney General put up in this House,

Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: It was too silly
for words.

Mr. RODOREDA: If we appointed a
board and could conjure out of thin air
100 locomotives and 3,000 or 4,000 freight
wagons, the problem of transporting the
harvest wounld ecertainly be solved, bui that
end would not be achieved 4nerely with the
appoiniment of g board under this measure.
It wonld tave no more effect on the trans-
port of the ‘harvest than if the Bill had
never boen bhronght before the House at all.

Mr. Marshall: Quife true.

Mr. RODOREDA: Does the Attorney
General believe that the board of directors.
if appointed, could reorganise the transporta-
tion of the harvest any better than the pre-
sent. Commissioner? Of course he does not.

"He knows very well that we do not take

any heed of his argoment on that score.
As a matfer of fact, there is no urgency
in connection with the Bill—none whatover.,
The appointment of all the boards in the
world, with 50 members and 50 engineers
with knowledge of railway econstruction,
would not affeet the pesition in the slightest.
The only thing that will affect the position
of the railway system is the supplying of
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sufficient plant to enable the department to
do its job.

‘A superman counld do very little more
with the present plant than the Commis-
sioner and his staff are doing today. It
is vidiculous to suppose that with plant cap-
able of transporting 4,000 tons a week, we
can transport 6,000 tons. It just eannot
be done. That is the position ef the rail-
ways, and it will require the cxpenditure
of millions and the passage of seven or
eight yeargs hefore we can get the system
back to anything approaching the state of
efiiciency that is requisite to ¢ope with the
work it has to undertake. Apart from the
inadequacy and searcity of the rollingstock
and its state of disrepsir, the road-bed has
deteriorated to such an exient that I should
say quite 60 per cent, of it needs relaying
and it is 2 miracle to me how the engine-
drivers can drive their trains without serious
aceidents. The Bill will do nothing whatever
to remedy the position of the railway
system.

I was amused to hear some of the mem-

bers speaking on the Government side of
the House and claiming they had to bring
down the Bill because they had been given
a mandate' by the electors. Never hefore
have I heard so much foolishness, Here we
have a Government composed of a hoteh-
poteh of Parties and Independents. The
Government has no majority and relies on
two Independents to keep it in office. Then
its members come here and tell ws in all
sineerity that they have a mandate to do
this because it was mentioned in the Policy
Speech! Was this matter mentioned in the
Policy Speech of the member for Victoria
Park?

My, Fox: He did not have.a policy!

Mr. RODOREDA: Was it mentioned in
the Policy Speech of the member for May-
1ands? They are the members of whom we
have to take notice with regard to their
policies—not members of the Country and
Democratic Party or the' National Party, be-
cause they have not a majority.

Mr. Fox: There is no XNational Party

now.
Mr. RODOREDA: What Qoes it oall it-
self now?

Mr. Fox: 1 know what it called itself
yeosterday!

12

Mr, RODOREDA: However, that does
not make any difference to the point I was
making. If does not matter what members
opposite call themselves.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is what ether
people call them that matters,

Mr, RODOREDA: It is a very foelish
clai. when Government members gay they
were given a mandate, beeause they simply
did not get one. Had the Government a
majority of eight or ten members, it would
be a differeny proposition altogether. The
introduction of the Bill on the score of the
mandate they claim, rests on a particularly
weak basis. I hope the Minister and the
Government will give serious consideration
to the point I have made regarding the
choice of a man exsperienced in ranming
traflic for the position of chairman of the
board, rather than that he should be an
engineer. We have had enough of these
engineers. Their training precludes them
from .being good organisers. Partienlarly
does that apply to the training of ma engi-
neer in the Railway Department becauge he
gets no experience whalever im sunning
iraffic or organising the joh. Theee poirts
reprasent the main reason why I took part
in this debate,

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [5.10]: I pro-
pose to offer & few comments on the Bill
and shall confine myself to its main pro-
visions. It is nol my intention to make a
speezh that would be more appropriate on
the Railway Estimates. Having studied the
Bill, T find that two main principles are in-
volved, Dealing first with the less important
of the two, I am 'very pleased that the aec-
counts of the Railway Department are to be
subject to the jurvisdietion of the Auditor
General, who will be entitled to audit the
books annually or whenever he considers
appropriate. Personally, I think all Gov-
ernment instrumentalities should be subject
to & similar provision. I do not believe
the Minister will find any member of the
QOpposition in confliet with that proposal.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It was in our Bill
of last vear, word for word.

My. HEGNEY: The other provision of
a majoy character seeks to revolutionise the
management of the State railway system.
A number of members have already spoken
and I must needs reiterate some of the
points that have been submitted but I shall
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do so in as brief o manner as possible.
While the thought is paramount in my mind,
what I wonid like the Minister to do when
he replies to the debate, should he intend
to do so, is to explain to the House, de-
tinitely and clearly, just what the functions
of the five commissioners will be. Accord-
ing to the Bill one of those officials must
be an engineer.
munst he be? Is he to be a civil engineer,
a marine engineer, an electrical engineer or
of what type? We would like to have that
point cleared up.

Then, more particularly with the three
commissioners who are to represent various
orranisations, will they carry out full time
duties or will be they brought in at dif-
terent periods for consultation? What will
their powers be? Will their powers be
vyual to those of the ¢hairman of the board?
We would like some clarifieation of that
point. The Bill also sets out with regard
to sgme of the commissioners that when they
reach G5 years of age they will be no longer
oligible for appointment. Why does notf
that restriction apply to the other commis-
<ioners? Will the Minister give the House
some information regarding that phase? [
may be in opposition to some of my eol-
leagues when I say I believe the railways
of this State should he controlled by a
hoard of management. Oné-man con-
trol. may be all right in some
instanees, but I believe that the conditions
ubtaining in connection with our railway
~¥stem warrant the setting np of a board
of management in one form or another.
[ do not believe that five members are
necessary and my own opinion is that a
hoard of three would be ideal,

Iii common with the member for Roe-
hourne, I am not wedded to the proposal
that an engincer must be appointed as a
member of the bhoard; but, on the other
hand, 1 would not say that because a man
happened to be an engineer he should be
precluded from any such appointment. My
opinion is that if the Government could
obtain the services of a person with vast
experience in handling traffic and transport
problems together with those of a man

hand-picked from the business com-
munity, one with organising ahility,
and then allow the workers in the

industry to select one of their number for
appointment, & board so constituted would

What type of engineer’
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be ideal to control the railway system.
Before I deal with thai aspeet in detail I
would say, without any equivecalion whit-
ever, that the management of the railways
should in the final analysis be subject to
hoth ministerial and parliamentary con-
tro), and this should be set out clearly in
the parent Aet. I shall not labour that
point, as it has been stressed by other mem-
bers. We should not take any notice of the
argument, which is used outside Parlia-
ment, thai any instrmmenlaiity shkould not
be subject to political control, because when
a State undertaking is responsible to a Min-
ister, the Minister in turn is resporzsible
to Parliamenf, the members of which are
the elected representatives of the people.

As to the appointment of members to
the board of management, I have indicated
that in my opinion three would be the ap-
{ ropriate number. If ther: are five mem-
Lers, as set out in the Bill, a certain

- amount of partisanship will be shown, prob-

ably uneonscionsly, but nevertheless it will
be there. I have no wish to refer in detail
to another Bill the second reading of which
has been moved, huf I notice that in the
Bill relating to the tramways and ferries
provision is made for the appointment of
three commissioners. The Government
would be well advised to reconsider its at-
titude to the membership of the board pro-
posed by the Bill now before the House.
T emphasise that point because the workers
should have representation on the manage-
ment of the railways and for that reason
there should be more than one commis-
sioner.

From my experience in discussing rail-
way problems—and I think members will
agree with me in this; it does not matter
how much thd position is camouflaged—
there is an absence of goodwill and eo-
operation hetween the management of the
railways and the wages workers, and in-
deed the salary workers. I have spoken to
a number of people on this subjeet, which
was mentioned It think by the member for
Brown Hill—Ivanhoe, There is a certain
amount of apathy and indifferenee existing

from the top to the hottom of the depart-

ment, I make no exeception whatever. I
know .that that apathy and indifference
have been accentudted by the strenvous
period throngh wbich this and the other
States of the Commonwealth passed during
World War IL But it has also been accen-
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tuated by the lack of amenities, lack of
equipment, lack of tools and lack of up-
to-date locomotives. Everyone will agree
with that statement.

I am sorry the Government hag not seen
fit to appoint a second commissioner, a third
commissioner or a workers’ representative on
the management committeg of the railways
in past years. We must take the human ele-
ment into account and have regard for
human values if we are to make the rail-
ways pay. We maost enlist the full co-
operation and goodwill of ihe workers in
the various branches of the service through-
out the length and breadth of the State. I
know that the enginedrivers have not stopped
work in a period of abount 25 years; from
my knowledge of the conditions under which
they work and the class of locomotives they
are obliged to drive, the wonder to me is
that they have nof downed tools long ago.
A measure of appreciation is due to the
enginedrivers for the way in which they have
worked under almost insnrmountable diffi-
culties.

In some instances an engine is brought in
from the. track which is not fit to go on
the track again, but the inspectors have
not been able to decide definitely whether
it ts it or not. The enginedrivers therefore
aceepted the risk and took the engine out.
These are matters needing adjustment, T
stress the point that a representative of the
workers should be on the management com-
mittee. 1f the right man wore seleeted from
the personnel of the railway organisations,
then, when any industrial matter avose which
needed adjustment, it conld he handled with-
out any backing and filling and thus a stop-
page of work would be obviated. If an
industrial dispute arose, or if the men in
any branch of the railways had a grievance.
the fnnetion of that commissioner would be
to interview the men personally, or their
eleeted representative, nnd have the whole
matter ironed out. Thus the goodwill which
is s0 essential fo the smooth working of
the railways would be maintained.

1 have been & member of the States Dis-
putes Committee of the Australian Labour
TParty for some 15 years, and in my negotia-
tions, in conjnnetion with other mombers of
the Disputes Committee, on any railway dis-
pute that has occurred, I found the man-
agement of the railways and the representa-

[§6]
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tives of the railway organisations seemed to.
be as far apart us the poles. There was
no give and take, not even reason In some
eases. We cannof expect trains to run on
time, nor can we expect the efficiency which
is so necessary, unless there is complete
goodwill and co-operation on the part of
the railway workers as a whole. What I
have said applies also to the traffic branch
to a certain extent. It is not my intention
to make 5 long speech, 1 rose to stress
the fact that in my view three commissioners
are necessary.

Some of my colleagues may hold the view
thut one-man contrel should be continued.
In that case, T Dbelicve that, unless he is
a superman, we shall still have the same
lack of cohesion, lack of understanding and
lack of eo-operation between the men who
are doing the job and those who are respons-
ible for the administration of the railways.
I hope the Minister in charge of the Bill
and other members of the Government will
seriously consider a reduction in the num-
ber of commissioners and give it a trial
If it is found in three years’' time or five
vearg’ time that an inerease in the number
is warranted, the law will not be unalter-
able; but I believe that if we substitute
three eommissioners for one-man control we
will be doing something that will benefit the
railway system. If in latoer years it is found
necessury to inerease the number of the
cammissioners, no doubt steps can be taken
to eftect the alteration.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. S. Seward—Pingelly—in reply)
[5.213]: Before hearing the speeches of the
last two members, I thought there might be
something left for me to reply to, but T
think an effective reply has heen made by
them. They have given ample evidence why
this Bill should be passed. Both testified
to the hopeless position the railways are in.
The member for Pilbara told the House

.quite clearly why a workers’ representative

should be on the board. Had he given a
little more consideration to the matter, he
could, with equal force and elarity, have
said why there should be the other two
commissioners for whom provision has been
made in the Bill. The main opposition to
tke Bill is that it was brought in while the
Roval Commission was investigating the
vailway system. T think that is a just query.
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I go further and say that were it not for
the chaotie condifion of the railways—I say,
without the slightest hesitation, were it not
for the hepeless condition of the railways—
the Bill would not have been brought in.
But matters cannot be allowed to go on as
they are.

. Last year large quantities .of superphos-
phate had fo be carted by road and we
shall probably have to eart double the quan-
tity this year by road. It would mot sur-
prise me if half the harvest had to be
brought down by road, because the rail-
ways will be unable to transport it all. Can
we allow the railway system to go on in
that way, not working to a third of its
capacity and knowing that it will drift info
-a still worse condition® If ever there was
a complete and thorough denunciation of
the past management of the railways, that
denuneiation was made by the members of
the previous Clovernment. They were in
office and in charge of the railways for 20
vears out of 23. They bave made that de-
nupeciation during this debate.

Bon, A. H. Panton: We did not have
charge of them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Didn’t yon? You eannot get away with
that!

Mr. Rodoreda: How is a board going to
affeet that position? ’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The circumstances of the railways demand
a change of control us rapidly as possible.

Hon. A. H. Panton: A change in the
Administration,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
am not going to say, as was claimed, that if
we pass this Bill and appoint a board we
will wake up the next morning and find
everything all right. That would be too
great a streteh of the imagination, No-ene
would be so foolish as to imagine that any
great change could be brought about in the
arganisation of the railways under a period
of years, We know perfectly well that we
have to overcome the cumulative effect of
20 years' neglect, and that it will take some
considerable time to make immprovements.

If members will study the Royal Com-
missioner’s interim report on the Midland
Junetion workshops they will find that he
recommends a five-vear programme to briny
the Midland Junetion Workshops up to =

[ASSEMBLY.]

state of efficiency as a going concern. Good-
ness knows what the Royal Commissioner
may recommend in his final report! Members
nced not have the slightest concern about
the Government giving consideration to his
report. It will be given carnest and care-
ful consideration. 1 repeat what the At-
torney Genera]l snid last night, that this
Bill will come into force by proclamatien
and it certainly will not be proclaimed until

" we have received that report.

Mr. Hoar: Why do you not wait for it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Because we cannot afford to. The board is
not the only thing wrong with the railways.
1 ean assure the hon. member that
if we miss this opportunity of passing the
Bil] then nothing can be done in the matter
for another 12 months. T know that mem-
bers have suggested we counld have & sum-
mer session. Yes, we conld, but a summer
session is not easily arranged. After all,
we would have to justify calling Parliament
together and arranging for the attendance of
the necessary staff during summer merely
fo pass one Bill. I think it was said, “Why
pass the Wheat Bill when we already have
a Federal Act?’ It was pointed out that
we may not cver have to use the measure,
but we passed it as a preeaution so that if
the necessity arose it could be nsed. That
is exactly what we are doing in cennection
with this Ball.

We want to bave the necessary power
when the House is not sitting to give ef-
feet to the Royal Commission’s report if
it should favour the kind of management
set out in the Bill. T have not the faintest
idea what the Royal (Commission will re-
commend: it is perfectly free to make any
recoimmendation it thinks fit, but if it does
favour thi= form of management we shall
not have to wait for 12 months to start
putting the railways in the condition in
which they should be. The position at pre-
sent with respect to the harvest is that
there is # continuous rush of frucks from
one part fo another.

I have just spoken to a member in the
corridor who asked me why trueks could
not be provided for timber. Trucks will
have {0 be rvushed out for that timber. As
soon as that is done there will be a demand
for trucks for saperphosphate. That is the
present position. There i« no possible hope
of carrying the freight that is offering.
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UOpposition members say that the Treas-
urer would take serious note of any attempt
to take away the control of railway ex-
penditure and that he would hold us re-
sponsible for the inefficient management
of the railway system. As I say, we are
not in a state to take advantage of the
freight that is offering and have to pass
it over to road transport. An amount of
£6,000 was spent in getting super out to
the eountry last year. I do not know how
much will be spent this year.  We are
fortunate that wheat will not be a burden
on the growers; but it will be lost revenue
to the department. We have to take cog-
nisance of these things in view of the
plarming eondition of our railway finances,

Mr. Styants: Did you not lift the road
restrietions on wool when the Commissioner
said he could shift the wool?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, I did not. I received an urgent tele-
grom from Katanning saying there were
600 bales of wool awaiting shipment. The
Railway Department advised that it eould
shift them. The particular gentleman who
sent the telegram eame here, and I had his
assurance that there were 600 bales, and
they could not be shifted. Consequently,
the embargo was lifted until the wool was
moved. I am too keen to get traffie
for the vailways to lift any embargo on
road transport unless it is well justified.

Mr. Styants: The railway officials said,
two days after you lifted it, that they were
able to shift the wool.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
T am not surprised at that.

Mr. Styants: It was in ““The West Aus-
tralign,’’

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I ean give it to the hon. memher in black
and white over the signature of an officer
of the department. I am not saying that
the officers did not say so, but what they
said was absolutely false. I investigated
the matter.’ I gof in fouch with the broker
concerned, and other brokers, and they as-
sured me that the wool was there. In ad-
dition, T pot a wire to the same effeet from
the Kajonup branch of the Farmers’ Union,
and another from Nyahinz, As T have men-
tioned, had the Bill not been introduced,
we would have been in the hopeless posi-
tion of having to wait until the Honse met
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in 12 months’ time before we could do any-
thing to alter the set-up of the railways.

It was stated that it is proposed to per-
petuate some of the present personmel in
control of the railways. All I can say is
that it is one of the wusual figments of
imagination of the hon. member who made
the statement. I admit that he read from
a paper, a report that I had made some
statement to that efleef.

Mr. Marshall: It wag in “The West Aus-
tralian” of the 11th June last.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
thought it was in “The Daily News.” I
corrected the report at the time. The re-
porter must have gained a wrong impres-
sion from what I said.

Mr. Marshall: T will give it to you again
in Committee. You denied the statement,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes,
and T do now. I give the membex for Mur-
chison the assurance, if be wants if, that
there aro no preconceived persons for these
particular positions. Again, it was stated
that I wag wrong to place a techni-
cal man in charge. I disagree. Some
people may think it is wrong. I gm of the
contrary opinion. Whether an engincer, 2
transport or a traffic man is to be in charge
is something to be decided in the future.
The main qualification is business or admin-
istrative ahility. Tf it iz found that an
engineer possesses this qualification more
than does a transport or a traffic man, then
he would probably be the betfer man to he
in charge beeause he has so much engineer--
ing work to supervise. We bave our
mechanieal engineer, and our civil engineer,
and if we had an engineer in charge he
wonld be able to supervise their work.

Mr. Styants: I do not think he would have
much time to do that if he were Tecking
after the rest of the joh.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
would have the general supervision of the
engineering projects. They would all have
to go before him. If the officer in charge
s to 'be a railway man, he must come from
cither the engiveering, transport or traffie
braneh. We have provided that any one of
these men may be appeinted, so that who-
ever has the best administrative ahility ean
he chosen for the position. If an engincer
is chairman, it is necessary that the traffic
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or transport branch should be represented.
On the other hand, if a transport man is
chairman, he should have an engineer work-
ing with him.

Mr. Rodoreda: All the work the engineers
will bave to do will be pulling up the rail-
way lines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There may be some which conld well be
pulled np, but there is much more than
that to be done. Then there are the other
appointments, to which the member for Pil-
bara did not refer. He said that in his
opinion there should be an employee on the
management, 1 thoroughly agree. Ong of
the first things I found, when I went to the
oftice was the gulf he mentions which exists
between the management and the employees.
There i not the slightest doubt that the
sooner that gulf befween the two sections
i« overcome, the sooner we will get better
working. The employees’ representalive on
the board will be able {o represent their
dillicultics more prominently to the manage-
ment because he wil be sitting on cqual
termg with the others. That must tend
{o the benefit of the railways pgenerally.
1 come now to the other Lwo representatives,
those of the primary producers and the com-
wmiereial interests, The primary prodncers
have, for years, been complaining about the
railways.

Only the other day a case was brought
‘o my notice. A man fook some lambg to
the railways to be sent to Perth, but the
‘rueks were so disgustingly filthy that be
refused to load them. He brought them
down by road transport. That is not an
isolated case. A primary producer’s repre-
rentative on the board of manazement wonld
see that the proper type of truck was built.
In the past the railways have many- times
provided vehicles to convey traffie, and they
have been totally unsuvited for the work.
I had a lot of trouble in connection with
butter at Bunbury, simply because the
trucks sent down were quite unsuitable. .\
trnck was at a temperature of 90 degrees
when it was sent to bring butter to Perth.
By the time the bulter reached Perth it was
running out of the boxes. Is that fair
treatment to give to the primary producers
and those in the butter factory who pro-
duced a first grade artiele?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Hoar: Cannot you alter that without
appoigting a directorate?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
has not all been altered yet.

Mr. Hoar: Yoy must take more eontrol
yourself.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
addition, there is the question of the fruit
industry. I do not know much about fruit,
but I was invited to a fruitgrowers’ con-
ference and the same complaint was made.
Apples were railed in open trucks, with tar-
paulins.to cover them. They got burnt owing
to the heat under the farpaulins, and thev
were covercd in dust. The apples were
seriously injured so far as export was con-
cerned. We have some louvred trucks in
which to transport apples in a proper way—
I do not say we have enough—and if .there
were 8 producers’ representative on the
board he would see that those vehicles were
made available in order to handle the traffic
efficiently. -

Take the matter of the ecommercial in-
terests. One has only to look through the
“Weekly Notice” {o see the position relat-
ing fo demaged goods. Farm machinery ar-
rives at its destination with a wheel or a
front earriage broken, or maybhe some other
parf. Do members mean to tell me that a
representative of the commercial interests
would not take measures {o prevent that sort
of thing? Of course he would. That is one
reason why they should be represented on
the board. It has been said. that we do not
provide for a representative of the Cham-
bher of Manufactures. I am not fussy whe-
ther it is the Chamber of Manufactares or
the Chamber of Commerce that is repre-
sented. I had a hurried glance at some of
the amendments on the notice peper, and
I will be perfectly agreeable to include the
Chamber of Manufactures so that there will
be a representative from one or other of
the .organisations.

A page of each issue of the “Weekly
Notice” is used to advertise the goods that
are lost. The other day a widow, with a
child, went into the country to teach at one
*of our schools. A fortnight later her mother
sent her bicyecle up with a bag of parts.
The parts arrived, but the bicycle has not
been scen from that day to this. No-one
takes responsibility. If we had a commer-
eial representative he would see that re-
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sponsibility in such matters was taken by
someone. It has been stated, during the
debate, that it is all very well for Ministers
of the present Government to erificise the
lack of expenditure and the past methods
of maintaining in first-elass condition the
railway system of Western Australia, It
would be easy to improve our plant, which
the previous Government had planned to do
by spending £4,750,000.

It is nice to know that the late Govern-
ment planned to spend that sum, bub it
would be nicer to know that it planned to
do so about 10 or 12 years ago. We might
then have been able to prevent some of the
shocking deterioration which has taken
place, and which is gradaally getting worse.
* I thought I had some idea of the lack of

efficiency in the department, but I did not
know the gtate the railways were in until
I came intp office. The previous Admin-
istration must take the responsibility. Dur-
ing the time I have been in the House—
about 15 years—I have, on four separate
oceasions, moved for a Royal Commission
to inquire into the railways, but each time
the then Government opposed and defeated
my motion. I also moved a motion when
the preseni Commissioner was appointed,
and that again was defeated. 'The Party
sitting opposite has to take full responsi-
bility. It has been in office for 20 years
out of the last 23, It is no use saying, as
one member said, that we should not blame
. any Government, but that all past Govern-
ments muast take the responsibility. Well,
we will take responsibility for three years
and the Party gpposite must be responsible
for the remaining 20.

Mr. May: Do you not think the war and
the depressién had something to do with it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: For-
pet about the war.

Mr, Marshall: We will remind you of the
war and some of ifs after-effects, before
very long.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
war did not prevent the Government of
which the hon. member was a member, from
providing proper habitation for the em-
ployees of this department, as was men-
tioned, I think, by the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe. The shocking gonditions under
which the railway employees live beggar
description, I visited a few of their dwell-
ings the other day and when T wrote to the
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Commissioner I said that I could only de-
scribe them as hovels. Did the war prevent
any improvements being made in that diree-
tion between the years 1930 and 193819

Mr. Marshall: There was not a solitary
penny to spend.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
that time there were surpluses. We were
told of the great achievements that had heen
made. There were surpluses in five years
while the unfortunate employees were liv-
ing in the eondition that I have mentioned.

Mr, Marshall; The sympathy they will
get from you will be very little.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They will get more sympathy from us dur-
ing the next three years than they got from
the hon. member’s Government.

Mr. Marshall: You opposed every goddam
thing we brought in!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
‘When the member for Murchison was speak-
ing, I did not interrupt, and I ask him to
give e a chance to reply.

Mr, Marshall: I will reply to you later.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That will be the hon, member’s right and
I will not interrupt. It has been suggested
that many millions of money are to be
written off the debt of the railways. There
is no sunggestion in the Bill. There is pro-
vision to give the directorate power to write
off where it considers that, because of ob-
solescenee, it is justified. Ts not that an
ordinary business precaution? What busi-
ness would go on year after year without

* making provision for depreeciation? That is

only ¢ommon business procedure, and will
be found incorporated in the Bill, If the
board considers there should be-a writing-
off of assets, such assets should be written
off. The member for Murchison said we
were travelling all over the country to see
what the people required when, he declared,
the Minister knew it could not be given
effect to. If that was his experience when
he was Minister, jt has not been my experi-
ence. TFor his own benefit, I mentioned the
matter of butter. A request was made to
me for road tramsport of that particular
butter. I sald I would not grant that per-
mission unless it was proved that-the rail-
ways could not cater for the traffie.

I went to Boyanup and took a railway
officia]l with me, After looking at the butter
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in question, we inspected the insulated
trock.  On opening the door, we found it
wag very damp and sour inside and that
there were bits of bone and meat lying
about. I stated that that track was not fit
for the carringe of butter, and on my return
to Perth reported the maiter to the Com-
missioner of Hailways.  Later, I saw n
minute going fhrough that instruetions had
heen given for the use of disinfectant and
that the trucks were to be cleaned out.
Some five weeks later I paid a surprise visit
to the three towns and innpeeted the trucks
as well as the butter factories. The managers
of all the factories were well satisfied with
the eondition in which the trueks then were.
They had been cleaned and disinfected, and
were in cvery way suifable for the carriage
of butter. The power is there if those con-
cerned care to exercise it, but it has not
heen exercised. The same may be said with
regard to frnit. I took that matter up with
the Commissioner and asked that proper
trucks be supplied. The power is there if
those concerned are sufficiently interested
to take the neeecssary action.

Mr. Hoar: If there is so much power,
I cannot see why you wani a directorate.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: T
bave nnt really done anything myself as yet.
There s nothing I hate more than to say,
“I have done this or that.” T merely wanted
to convinee the member for Murchison.

Mr. Marshall: Why do you say the Min-
ister had no control at all®

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am referring to a few thingg in which I have
been able to exereise some control.

Mr. Marshail: Why not stick to your
word ?

The MINISTER ¥OR RAILWAYS: [
have not been in office very long.

Hon. A. H., Panton: Fancy a Commis-
sioner drawing about £2,000 a year having
to be prodded by the Minister! He should
have been sacked on the spot.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is not possible to sack people on the spot
in that way. The railway system has to be
carried on, It will shortly be ealled uvpon
to handle a harvest of 27,000,000 bushels.
Tt is all very well to talk of sacking people,
which would mean disorganising the whole
. of the railway system.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Kelly: How did you get on when
the Commissioner was in the Fastern States?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
{ke hon. member knows, his place was taken
by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Tomlin-
son. I point gut that four senior men of the
railways will refire this year, namely, the
Seeretary, the Chief Traffic Manager, the
Auditor and the Chicf of Stores.

Mr. Graham: Four cheers!

Mr. Hegney: Surely young men are com-
ing on.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
did not hear the hon. member. I think the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe suggested
that younger members of the staff should
be sent abroad in order to prepare them-
selves for the higher positions, T agree but
1 do not know whether-any have been sent
abroad. We eannot sack people on the spot;
we have to carry on the organisation. Much
has been said about political eontrol. I
agk members who brought up that question
what they mean by “politieal control”? If
they mean that the Minister should have
the right to make every rallway nppoint-
ment, that is something 1 would net favour,

That was the systemn visunlised by the
Bill that was brought down by the member
for Murchison last year. He referréd to a
case where he objected to a certdih appoint.
ment. I interjected that that matter had
not come before me. Had it come Befire
me with a recommendation from the Com-
missioner of Railways, I would bave agreed
to it. I could not be expected to tell the
Commissioner what man he shenld put into
this position and what man into that posi-
tion. T would have nothing to do with such
political eontrol as that. As to confirming
the position of assistant to the Commis-
sioner, I say without any equivocation that
we did agree to the confirmation. That officer
had spent a long life in the service and
worked up from the lowest position to one
of the very highest. Mr. Tomlinson had
retived, and the office was not one in which
the ovcupant should be merely acting. What
right would the Minister have {o say that
this man shonld not become & permanent
ollicial in that position?

Hon. A. . IPanton: Only that some of
them have made a mess of the railways.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: [
do not know about that, The Commissioner
himself i~ the responsible officer. He is the
only man who c¢an determine whether an
officer is {it for promotion or not. If he
recommends prowotion, no Minister who
kuew his job would dream of saying any-
thing to the contrary, unless he had in-
formation not in the possession of the Com-
missioner that might affect the position. In
sueh o ease, he would pass the information
on to ‘the Commissioner. 1t would not
appesl to me that I should interfere with the
Commissioner in any appointment he might
think it necessary to make. There should
not be political contrel of that nature.

Mr. Styants: The Minister would make
a rod for his own back if he did interfere.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. It is the duty of the Commis-
sjoner to attend to such matters. If by
political eontrol is meant control of the
financial side of the department or of tho
meneral policy affecting that department.
then I venture to say that the power fo
excreise such control is in the hands of
the Government today. There is nothing in
the Rill that would alter that position. If
the power was there before, it will be there
now. Before the Commissioner ean ineur
any expenditure in the way of works, he
has to get Ministerial approval; that is to
+ay, if the works are above a certain amount.
1f the snm in question is below a certain
amount, only Ministerial approval is neces-
gary. 1f above that sum, then Treasury
approval is required. I have two applica-
tions before me concerning which I have
not granted approval, and wili not do so
nnless I reeeive further information. Tt
is no use saying there is no control, though
probably there is not as much control as
some members would like to see.

The question of the delegation of auth-
ority hos been raised, and it is stated that
a clanse has been taken out of the Bill
siipulating that the Commissioner can make
appointments in the case of positions hav-
ing a salary of less than £400 a year. In-
stead of the legislation taking away the
delegation of power, it is tightening it up
in that all appointments will be subject to
the directorate. The directorate will have
to give authority for any remuneration that
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may be allowed in partieular positions or
pesmit of uny limitation,

Mr. Marshall: Why do that if you agree
that the Commissioner should make the ap-
pointments?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
only revenue the Railway Department gets
is through freights on goods and fares on
passengers. Such freights and fares ean-
not be imposed unless with the approval of
Kxecutive Council. The Commissioner has
no power to do otherwise. That can be
proved by the files which indieate that he
has made application to impose increases
in eharges and he has nlso referred to that
fact in his annual reports. Ife may not have
been able to impose those charges beeause
pormission bas been withheld. The Govern-
ment, therefore, has command over that as-
pret.  The Commissioner has applied for
approval of certain expenditure over and
above a certain amount, and the Govern-
ment has had the right to agree or refuse.
In the ease of ordinary routine expenditure
by the department, no Government authority
would be required. The powers to which I
bave referred would not be likely to be sur-
rendered by the present Glovernment.

The statement that the member for Mur-
chison knew where the Bill was drafted and
who were to fill the positions on the
direetorate is without foundation. The first
time the Commissoner received a copy of
the Bill was when it was distributed in the
House and I took the opporiunity to send
him one. No other section of the rail-
ways saw a copy of the Bill at that time,
except Mr. Bromfield, who was consulted
with regard to four of the financial clauses.
The Bill was drafted by a sub-committee
of Cabinet and was brought forward with-
ont any knowledge on the part of the
railway service, Last night the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe spoilt one of his good
specches by trying to saddle the responsi-
bility for the present engine-power posi-
tion wupon the Liberal-Country Party
Government. I have been through the
interim report of the Royal Commissioner.
This shows that from 1917 to 1922 there
was no increase in engine-power; indeed a
reduction took place bhetween 1919 and
1922, From 1923 to 1927, the reductions
exceeded the inereases in engine-power, but
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between 1927 and 1932 there was an in-
erease. Between 1932 and 1937, there was
no increase, but ratber a slight decrease in
1937. Between 1937 and 1940 there was
s slight increase, and during the war years
there was a decrease, although the inereases
exceeded the decreases between 1943 and
1947, Sinee 1916, the engine-power bas
been almost static, and the deereases have
more than epunterbalonced the increases.

The Minister for Education: Does that
include the A.S8.G.s?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Yes.
The history of the railways is indeed a
history of starvation, and some responsi-
bility must be taken by members opposite.
Had a reasonable amouni{ of money been
made available to the railways during the
past 15 years, 50 per cent. of the deficiencies
would probably have been avoided and
remedies made available, The whole thing
needs drastic alteration. The member for
Kalgoorlie said he hoped we would not put
down any more 45lb. rails. That is a
matter the Government has not yet had
before it. 1 have, however, taken up the
question whether it is not possible to put
down 80-1b. rails on the main lines, in order
that we may secure a faster service and
a much better one, as well as a decent track.
It is no use establishing a board or altering
the control of the railways unless we give
a service to the people. It is not possible
to refuse to allow road transport unless we
give a railway service such as the people
have a right to expeet in 1947. One of the
first things we intend to take up is that of
in¢repsing the weight of the rails. We have
to be guided by the Royal Commission, but
that is one of the first things we will take
up so that we may give a better service to
the people. With a better service we shall
mot  hetter patronage. I think I have dealt
with all the matters that have been raised
during the debate, but if there are others
they ean be brought up during the Com-
mittee stage.

Question put and passed.
Bil] read n second fime.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-1948.

" In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th October;
Perkins in the Chair,

Mr,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Vote—Education, £1,411,910 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR, FOX (South Fremantle) [6.0]: On
Thursday last we listened to 8 long disser-
tation from the member for Middle Swan
on the genesis of the Coolgardie Water
Scheme. In the course of his speech he
made very serious eharges against the Hiy-
torical Society and against the aceuracy of
the history books used in the schools. At
the conclusion of his remarks, he expressed
the hope that an inquiry would be held jnto
the history of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
in order that credit might be given to the
person responsible for suggesting it.

The principal statement made by the hon.
member was that, at a banquet at Kanowna
on the 25th November, 1895, Mr. Nat
Harper first suggested the pumping of water
from the coast to supply the Goldfields. At
that time one of the greatest needs of the
Goldfields was for a pumping scheme, because
the people were being supplied with con-
densed water from the lakes and the neces-
sity for a good water supply was agitating
the minds of many people living in Kal-
goorlie and passing through. When speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply, I made & state-
ment that I wish to correct slightly. I said
that Mr. Burgoyne wrote a letter to “The
West Australian” and spoke of some honovr
being given to Mr. Harper, who had done
something by way of suggesting the con-
struction of a pipe-line from Mundaring to
Coolgardie. This was incorreet. Mr. Bur-
goyne  claimed that Mr. Harper was
the first to persuade Sir John Forrest that
the scheme was practieable, I make that
eorrcetion, though I hope I shall be sble
to show that this statement is not altogether
eorreet, either.

The first recorded mention of a water
scheme was contained in a letter fo “The
West Australian” written on the 8th Mareh,
1894, and published on the 17tk of the same
month. If was written by J. 8. Talbot, and
as this matter is of considerable interest,
particularly in view of the charges made
by the member for Middle Swan, I propose
to read Mr. Talbot's letter. It stated—

It does mot requirs a-:vast amount of in-
telligence to perceive that the chief cause of
apprehension in considering the future of the
Coclgardie Goldficlds lies in the danger of the
water supply completely giving out. It is
within the bounds of possibility that the
autumn and winter seasoms may pass without
the minera’ hearts being gladdened by the
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eagerly looked for rains, and the cessation of
the fields of salt or brackish water may compel
the condensere to discontinue preduction.

The means of finding the fluid by boring or
well-ginking or of conserving it by the use of
catchments or tanks have been frequently and
freely discussed; but the powsibility of com-
structing an aqueduct to Coclgardie from
some place where thers ia a plentiful and
permanent supply of water has-not—at least
to my knowledge—Lleen considered.

Being o stranger in the land, I cannot give
an gpinion a8 tu the supply in the upper
waters of the Swan; but from what I saw of
the river near York four months ago, it
struck me that there would be at all scasona
a supply of water for such an undertaking
that I am about to suggest.

A pumping station at some suitable locality
near Northam, a water tower to furnish the
necessary water elevation, and a pipe-line
along the railway would be all that would be
required unless the altitude at Ralgoorlie
necessitated a second pumping station.

Looking at the plan with an unprofessional
eye, there dees not appear to be any phys.lea]
difficulty that could not be overcome; a_nd n‘; a
competent authority (our Engineer-in-Chief
-for instance) were to pronounce the undpr-
taking practieable, there ought to be no diffl-
culty in carrying it out without appealing to
the Government for aid. .

If the inhabitants of Coolgardie can af-
ford to pay one shilling o gallon for water,
a pipe-line would supply water at a rate that
would pay a bandsome dnv:dgud. Of course,
Southern Cross could be supplied and it would
enhanco the value of property all along the
line. .

There are pros and cons to every proposis
"tion ond my ideas may be scouted by many;
still, they are worth consideration, and by
publishing them in the columns of ¢ The West
Australian’’ you would much eblige.

There is a suggestion that was offered by a
man who claimed to have no knowle@ge of
engineering diffienlties. Perhaps he. did not
even know the altitude of Coolgardie. How-
ever, he made that suggestion in the
columns of “The West Australian” many
months before Mr. Harper spoke at the
banquet at Kanowna.

Mr. Styants: Coolgardie is not the highest
point, either,

Mr, FOX: No. So that suggestion was
thrown out long before Mr. Harper thought
of it.

Mr. Grayden: That is not correet.

Mr. FOX: That is not all. Another sug-

gestion was made before that, On the 8th
November, 1910, when Mr. Frank Wilson

was Premier, he received a letter from Mr.
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Hugh MecKernon, at that time a member
of the Legislative Council for Central Pro-
vince, requesting that a grant of £3,000 be
made to Mr, J. Maher for his work in eon-
nection with the Coolgardie Water Scheme.
Mr. McKernon set out all the defails in his
letter to this effect. At the end of 1893, the
possihility of such a scheme was discussed in
his office, Swan Chambers, Barrack-street,
Perth. There were present—dJohn Maher, con-
tractor; Henry Wright, engineer; and him-
self. A scheme was evolved at that meet-
ing to convey water in metal pipes and for
the constrnetion of several reservoirs. It
was decided that Mr. Wright should go over
the ground of the proposed pipe-line and
report to a later meeting, He returned to
Perth in May, 1894, and reported that the
scheme was perfectly feasible,

Several sites were mentioned, but it was
thought that the chief difficulty would be to
come to terms with private owners for the
land on which the reservoirs were to he
construeted. This part of the plan was
left to Mr. Maher to nepotiate. Mr.
Wright was te go to England to raise capi-
tal to finance the project, while Mr. Me-
Kerman would attend to executive matters
here. It was estimated that £2,500,000 would
be necessary «to finance this scheme,

In August, 1894, a cable was received
from Mr. Wright to prepare a Bill for the
Assembly and stating that the requisite
money was available for the work, Al-
though the Bill was prepared, no member
could he found to introduce it. Members
regarded the project as silly and nobody
would associate himself with it. Later on,
Mr. Alex Forrest was approached with a
viow to his introducing a Bill. He wanted
to know the full details, but the syndicate
was naturally reluctant to disclose the plans
to anyone, for reasons that are obvious.
Mr. Forrest was {old that it did not matter
to the Government how they got the water
to Kalgoorlie,  All they wanted was the
right to put the water there and charge for
it. That was a plain statement of the posi-
tion. Later they met Alex Forrest and gave
him the whole of the details of the scheme,
ineluding the nomber of reservoirs and the
pipirg required.  According to Mr. Me-
Kernon, Mr, Alex. Forrest gave the details
to Sir John Forrest who in turn showed
them to the then Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. C.
Y. OConnor, who pronounced the scheme
to be perfectly practicable and feasible.
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At the Newcastle Show of that year, Sir
Jobn Forrest told Mr. McKernon that he
was going to put something before Parlia-
ment that wonld stagger the old settlers, and
later he found out that it was the scheme
referred to. Myr. MeKernon said tha from
his knowledge, Sir John Forrest never re-
vealed where he got his coneeption of the
scheme, Mr. McKernon was not leoking for
anything for himself, but he was appealing
for a grant to Mr. Maher, who had fallen
on evil days and richly deserved considera-
tion for his work,

Hon. ¥. J. 8, Wise:
originals of those letters?

Mr. FOX: In the Public Works Depart-
ment. Nothing was done about the appeal
on behalf of Mr, Maher hecause that gentle-
man stated that he did not want any con-
sideration at all.  Consequently, Mr. Me-
Kernon did not proceed further with the
matter. I want to substantiate those state-
ments by referring to official documents on
the file. On the 4th September, 1894, Mr.
Maher wrote to the then Minister for Mines,
Mr. Marmion, for & water right, the source
whence the water was to be obtained being
mentioned as the Avon River near Northam.
-Mr. Venn, the then Director of Publie
Works, wrote to Mr. Maher and told him
a private Bill wonld have to be passed to
give him authority for the work, and that
if the Bill were on terms approved by the
Government, the Government would help
-him to get it passed.

Of course, to pet a private Bill throogh
Parliament would cost & fair amount of
money, and apparently not much further
was done, but not long afterwards Sir John
Forrest bronght down his Bill which Mr.
McKernon said contained the terms set ont
in the agreement drawn up in his office at
the end of 1893. TIn October, 1895, a memo-
randnm was sent by Mr. Venn to the
Engincer-in-Chief instrueting him to get
an estimate of the cost of pumping engines
of large magnitude. That was over a month
hefore Mr. Harper made his speech at
Kanowna. The Engineer-in-Chief suggested
cabling to the Agent-General in ILondon,
asking him to approach an English firm for
& quoie. Here is a copy of the actual cable—

In conneetion with the proposed water
acheme for Coolgardic by pumping from
Guildford 10 million gnllons every 24 hours
please advise ns soon as possible weight and
cost at Fremantle of pumping engines with

Where are the
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boilers complete capable of developing 12,000
lLp. to be located at six different places, about
2,000 in each place,

That was sent on the 30th Oectober, 1895.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, FOX: The reply to the cablegram
that I read before tea has no bearing on the
question of who initiated the water scheme.
The next day, on the 31st Oectober, 1895,
Sir John Forrest stated at the Northam
Show, among other things—

No doubt during the last few months you

have heard a great deal about carrying water
from the coast te the ‘fields, He intended
visiting the ’fields in a few days to see mot
only what had been dene but what eould he
done,
There we have a definite statement in
Octoher, 1895, by Sir John Forrest before
he went to the Goldfields, to the effect that
it was common talk that water was to be
pumped from the coast to Ceolgardie.

Mr. Grayden: On the 9th Ooctober, 1895,
8ir John Forrest said that the small schemes
bad been tested and they could not take any

of them on.
Mr. FOX: Nothing of the sort!

Mr. Grayden: That is in “Hansard.”
You cannot deny if.

Mr, FOX: Nothing of the sort. T have
read what Sir John Forrest said at Northam
in 1895, that there had bieen much talk about
pumping water to the Goldfields,  The
member for Middle Swan said that in
November, 1895, Mr. Harper, at & luncheon
at Kanowna, suggested the scheme to Sir
John Forrest, and that it was his scheme.

Hon, F. J. S. Wise: T think this is some-
thing which should be verified. '

Mr. FOX: Plans had been prepared
months before Qetober, 1885, for a scheme.
If the magnitude of the scheme is taken
into eonsideration, the amount of material
that would be required to build the reservoirs
and the large contracts to be let for the
piping, one ean readily understand that the
scheme must have heen in preparation long
hefore October, 1895.

Hon, A, H, Pantor: For whom ere you
battling # '

M. FOX: T am not battling for anyone,
but I am having a word to say for the
Historieal Soeciety, which has always been
active in matters affecting the history of the
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State. I am just as anxions as are the
Ministers for Edueation in this and past
Governments to get at the truth of the
matter.

Mr. Grayden: Are you trying to make
out that Sir John Forrest was a liay at
that banquet?

Mr. FOX: Not at all.

Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: In justice to the
living and the dead, I think the Premier
shounld agree to hold an inguiry.

Mr. FOX: Sir Hal Colebatch wrote a re-
hash of the speech of the membey for Middle
Swan in *“The West Australian.” If the mem-
ber for Middle 8wan will move for the ap-
peintment of a Roy:l Commission or a
select committee to inquire into this mat-
ter, B suggest that the Historical Society
mizit make the investigation; but in view
of the aspersions which he ecast on the
soviety, I presume he would not like that
hody to make the inguiry. The members
of the society are honcurable men,

Hon. ¥, J. 8. Wise: The Premier should
agree fo an inquiry.

The Premier: Most of the people con-
cerned are dead.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. FOX: I have one more lefter to read.
It i= written by John K. Ewers who, I
understand, is a member of the Historical
Society. He is one of the gentlemen who
made an investigation some time ago into
the elaims of Mr. Harper I think it worth-
while to have the letter in ‘*Hansard.”’ It
reads —

Mr. N. W. Harper seems to be a determined
believer that he was the ongmator of the
goldfields water scheme. But his belief, so
far as T can ascertain, does mnot accord with
the facts.

On August 23, 1941, a detailed report was
published in the “Kalgoorhe Miner?’’ of an in-
vestigation made by Mr., H. M. Wilson, an
officer of the Goldfields Water Supply, into the
heginnings of the scheme.

Mr. Wilson is a man who would not be
biased in favonr of anybody. Continuing—

As this has not, as far as T know, been pub-
lished in the metropolitan Press, it seems per-
tinent to point out two of its salient features.
They are:

(1} O’Connor’s preliminary figures for
three  altermative schemes — delivering
1,000,000, 5,000,000 and 10,000,000 gal-
long daily were in hand in September and
October, 1895, and were completed by

~ November 13, 1895.
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Mr. Grayden: I can prove that that is
a deliberate lie.

Mr, FOX: The hon. member has listened
too mueh to Nat Harper, ‘

Mr. Grayden: What I said is in the Royal
Commission’s report.

Mr. FOX: The letter continues—

(2) On November 22, 1895, at Coolgardie,
Lord {(then 8ir John) "Porrest said, aceord-
ing te a repert in the “Kulgnorhe Miner '
the following day, that ““If it were found
that they could not get a sufficient supply
of water by boring, he would favour & much
larger and more costly scheme—viz, bring-
ing water from the seaboard. He 'had an
estimate prepared which showed that to oh-
tain a supply of 10,000,000 gallons g day
from the seuboard to be reticulated from
Mt. Burgess over all the goldfields would
cost £6,000,000, and though that would

mean twice the natiopal debt of the colony, it
would not deter the Government from doinyg
the work if it would pay.’’

It was three days after Forrest said this
that Mr. Harper made his speech at Kanowna
—November 25, 1805. That is his own date,
racently confirmed by a Press reference dia-
egvered by the archivist, Miss M, Lukis. But
that does not alter the faet that O’Connor’s
estimates and Forrest’s statement both pre-
ceded Mr. Harper’s outline of .o pumping
srheme.

Forrest was interested. Of course he was!
As head of the Government, he no doubt knew
that’ the public would resent heavy expendi-
ture on a water supply to the goldfields—
and it did. Therefore, he would not fail to
Le interested and overjoyed to find an
kydraulic engineer of Mr. Harper’s ability—
a, man engaged in private enterprise—not a
cepartmental man—suggesting such a echeme
ds Forrest’s Engineer-in-Chief bhad already
communicated to him.

Mr. Harper supported a pumping scheme
rnd Bir John made use of his support to defy
the critics, as any good politician would. But
there is no gainsaying tnc facts of M. Wil-
son’s report, compiled from records to which
Mr. Harper could mnot possibly have had
a.ccess

I might alse add that a couple of years ago,

at Mr. Harper’s invitation, I discuseed this
matter with him for over two lLours. Nothing
he said then, nothing he has stated pubhcly
hefore or since then, has altered my opinion
that, whatever his share in apongoring the
|;cheme, he was not its originator.

To sum up, Mr. Harper claims to have
spggested the scheme on the 25th Novem-
ber, 1895, Mr. Talhot's letter appeared in
“The West Australian” on the 17th Mareh,
1894, more than a vear and eight months
prior to the 25th November, 1895,  Mr.
McKernan’s statement of his syndicate’s
proposal was drawn up at the end of 1893,
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4
two years prior to the date mentioned by Mr.
Harper. Mr. J. Maher wrote to Mr, Venn,
Director of Public Works, for a water right
on the 4th September, 1894, nearly 15
months before Mr. Harper's date.

Mr. Grayden: I will answer those state-
ments later.

Mr,, FOX: On the 30th Qetober, 1895,
Mr. Venn sent a memo to C. Y. O’Connor
as follows:—“Get cost of pumping plant
12,000 h.p. to be located six different places
2,000 h.p.”’ That was nearly a month be-
fore Mr. Harper spoke at Kanowna. On
the 31st October, 1803, Sir John Forrest
spoke at Northam about carrying water
from the coast and that was nearly one
month before Mr. Harper’s ¢laim. At the
opening of the water scheme at Kalgoorlie
in 1903 Sir John Forrest paid a glowing
tribute to the work of My. O'Connor but
not one word was said ahout Mr. Harper.
1t he had had any share in the matter is it
not to be thought that Sir John would have
had him on the platform? Of course he
would! T do not think he was at the open-
ing of the scheme. If the member for Ned-
lands had been here tonight, no doubt he
would have been able to tell us, because
I understand he was chairman on that oc-
casion.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It does not matter
whether the man was present or not.

Mr. FOX: No, but if he had any say or
interest in the scheme and he was the man
who initiated it, do members not think that
he would have been there to ¢laim his
share of the limelight? I am prepared to
support a move for a public inquiry by some
competent body into the origin of the scheme,
for more than one reason. In the first place,
the member for Middle Swan said that the
Historieal Soctety in this State had lent
itself to a distortion of the truth. That
is a very serious statement to make about
a responsible body. The Historical Society
is not interested in who initiated the scheme.
All it is interested in is the aequiring of
historical faets and setting them out as they
are found in documents.

Mr. Grayden: Even to the extent of pre-
dating documents,

Mr. FOX: All that the Historical Society
is interested in is o sce that the faets con-
eorning the establishinent of the eolony and
all outstanding incidents are recorded in an
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historieally aecurate manner. I think the
member for Middle Swan should either with-
draw hig statement or ask for a public in-
quiry into the origin of this scheme. There
is no middle course. If he asks for an
inguiry, T am sure every member on this
side would support him.
Mr. Grayden: I have already done so.

Mr. FOX: He should either do thab or
apologise to the Historieal Sociefy. He said
the Soeciety had wyade no effort to eontact
people who were present at Kanowna, What
a job it would be to trace them! The
chances are that there may have been 1
few businessmen present, and the others
would have been miners working there for
a day or two and then going away some-
where else a little later. Is it not remark-
able that the manager of a small mine af
Kanowna, near which the water scheme did
not go, should be more interested in tha
bringing of water to Kalgoorlie than the
managers of the big mines, in the richest
mile of conntry in the world?

Mr. Grayden: Did not Sir John sey that
he relied on him?

Mr. FOX: No! Nothing of the sort! The
Engineer-in-Chief said it was not his scheme.
Of course he would say that! He was there
to earry out the direections of Sir John and
he did that remarkably wel]l and his name
will be always remembered in Western Aus-
fralia by a grateful publie. I have one other
thing to say about the water scheme,

Mr. Mann: ‘What about talking abont
education for a change?

Mr. FOX: I did not start this,

Mr. Mann: Why keep it going?

Mr. FOX: I did not start it. I do net
suppose the hon. member likes to see one
of his fellows getting licked! It has been
freely rumoured—and this is one of my
reasons for speaking on the subjeet—that
some honour may be given to Mr. Harper
on the oceasion of the King's birthday. There
was g dearth of new knights during the
regime of the Labour Government. The
nambers have been falling off and it is only
reasonable to suppose that a few may be
cteated in the near future.

The CHAIRMAN: I de¢ not think the

hon. member is speaking to the Education

Vote now. He is permitted to refer only to
what is in the textbooks.
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Mr. FOX: I think yon should give me
the samg latitude as was given to the mem-
ber for Middle Swan, I am going fo con-
neet my remarks with the water scheme.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Chair at the moment is what appears
in the textbooks.

Mr. FOX: Very well. I may have an op-
portunity to say something more on the
subject later on. It does not matter very
much.

Mr. Leahy: Go ahead!

Mr. FOX: No. I have been prevented
from doing so. As a matter of fact, I do
not know why the Chairman allowed the
drbate on this at all! Seeing that he gave
so much latitude to the member for Middle
Swan he had lo give ‘me a little, foo. Now
we will get back to the Education Estimates.
When the Minister was speaking, he paid
a tribute to the parents and citizens' associa-
tions and also spoke about the good service
rendered to the department by Mr. Uren
who is in charge of projectors in the State
sehools. I also would like to pay a tribute
to Mr. Uren, who has done considerable work
outside the seope of his duty. He went to
the Beaconsfield sehool on a eouple of nights
anl showed parents and eitizens and children
who happened to turn up a number of
pictures, and it was really anm education.
It will be a good thing when the depart-
ment is able to put projectors in all the
sehools. T know it will be a difficult job,
but some parents and citizens’ associationa
are doing very good work in that diree-
tion. At the Beaconsfield school the or-
ganisation has installed a projector at a
cost of £180 and has a man able to oper-
ate it. That is a decided advantage to the
children attending the school and it is pos-
Aible to use the projector for all classes.

When the previons Minister was in office 1
wrote to him asking whether he would pay
a subsidy on a ponnd for pound basis in
accordance with the amount raised by the
parents and citizens’ agsociation for school
requisites that are not being supplied by
the (tovernment but which are an essential
aid to education, such as projestors, libra-
vies, ete. The Minister wrote back and
said he had put the matier uwp to
the Treasurer. I spoke to the Treasurer
who said he would be prepared to grant
a subsidy in wuch ecases. I hope he will
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take into consideration the question of
mgking a grant of £80 or £90 to the parents
and citizens’ association ai Beaconsfield
for the good work it has dome in the last
two or three years by providing projectors
ard other things not made available by the
depariment.

Qur school grounds are all geiting into
bed shape. I have not discussed this with
anyone else, but some of our loeal authori-
ties are belpful at times, and if the depart-
ment has not the men to do the work
of straightening out the grounds the local
suthorities should be given an opporfuniy
to do it, and be paid for what they do. When
w2 ask for something to be dome to the
grounds we are usually told that the
grounds of all the schools are in a bad
state, I can believe that, because it was
diffieult to do anything during the war
owing to shortage of materials and labour.
I hope the Minister will give attention to
that point.

The member for Irwin-Moore criticised the
establishment of bus serviees introduced by
the previous Minister, The present Minister
has not only continued those services, but
has put on additional ones. There were
previonsly 190 bus servieces in operation,
and the Minister has established another 11.
8o, although the Government has not built
one school, it has inereased the bus serviees,
It is carrying out the policy of consolida-
tion introduced by the previous Minister.
If the poliey of the last (overnment was
wrong, why has it not been discontinued?
The member for Irwin-Moore said he did
not know much about it, When the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle asked if he
knew whether any bus services had been dis-
continued, he replied that none had in his
electorate. Evidently he made his remarks
to have a kick at the previous Administra-
tion rather than to level serious criticism.

One of the chief reasons for the bus
services was to relieve the aeute shortage
of teachers. Tt was mnch better to incon-
venience a few school children by over-
crowding, than deny them schooling alto-
gether. The bus services have been estab-
lished in many places at the request of the
parents’ assoeciations. I know, however, of
some places where the parents do not
favour the buses. From at least one place
in my distriet, where the previous Minister
spoke of consolidating eeveral schools, I
roccived an appeal to interview him to pre-
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vent a consolidation. Tt was held over for
& iime, but the Minister told me that the
policy was the consolidation of schools
wherever possible, because it gave the
children attending small schools a chance,
by going to a bigger school, to learn some
sabjects that would not be taught in the
small echools.

MER SMITH (Browr Hill-Tvankee)
[7.54}: When the Minister addressed the
House on the subject of education, he
‘naturally told us of the Government’s con-
cern. He indicated the difficulties con-
fronting the Government in conneetion with
the policy of advancement. That was not
news to members. I think it was adequately
dealt with by the previous Minister for
Eduoation whe drew atiention to the diffi-
culties facing the present Government
“which, apparently, according to the eleetion
speeches, it was not aware of, but now has
some knowledge of. Education is a subject
that makes a good talking point at all
times, and particularly at elections. It
seems to me that many people who have
not had the advantage of & good education
or have neglected the advantages they did
reoeive, possibly through lack of applica-
tion, try to make up for their lack by a
pretence of exaggerated admiration for it.
All political parties are anxious thai edu-
cational opportunifies shonld be diffused
thronghout the community so thal those
who have the necessary attributes may take
advantage of them.

Personally T think it is a great shame
that there is so much illiteracy throughout
the Continent of Australia, seeing that ele-
mentary education, at least, is widespread
throughout the country. It scems fo me,
notwithstanding all that Governments have
done to bring edncational opportunities to
all sections of the communify, orgamised
along lines laid down by the best eduea-
tional anthorities, we still find in the
tong Tun that the chaff is sifted from
the grain and that of the potential we
bad at the outset there is not much left
hefore we get very far along the edncational
road. On one oceasion the Benate of the
University desired to have some statistics
prepared to show the wasteage of students
throughout the various stages of education
in the State—stages upon which we pride
ourselves and spend quite a Jot of money.
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Perhaps, we spend some of that money
wastefully and perhaps some eould be saved
by a greater concentration of the advantages
provided so that the few who ave fitled to
take full advantage of them may be able to
do 50 in a given centre rather than that their
efforts should be spread throughout the com-
munity.

Over o six-year period, as a result of this
investigation, it was shown that the average
number of candidates entering for the junior
certificate examination was 1,696, and of
that number 1,106, or 65 per eent,
passed, there being a wasteage of 35 per
cent, Over a similar period, the average
number of students who sat for the fult
leaving ecertificate examination was 451,
which is less by 1,243 than the total of
those who sat for the junior and by 655
than those who passed the junior, and of
these only 294, or 65 per ecnt., passed. So
there was a wasteage of 35 per cent., not
allowing for the 655 who disappeared after
having passed their junior examination. Of
the 294 who passed the leaving certificate
examination, whick would qualify them for
entry to the University, an average number
of 177 entered the Universily, representing
a loss there of about 30 per cent,

After entering the University, this report
diseloses that the first year eliminated a third
of them. Mr. Justice Wolff, in his report
ns a Royal Commissioner, estimated the
student wasteage at the University to be
30 per cent., but Iir. Sanders, the Registrar
of the University of Western Australia, who
prepared this veport in 1943, also referred
{e an Ameriean inquiry that had taken place
in conncetion with wasteage. In Ameriea
it was found that the gross wastcage was
G2 per cent., accounted for as follows:—
First year, 33.8 per cent.; second year, 16.7
per cent.; third vear, 7.7 per cent.; fourth
vear, 3.0 per cent. Those figures vefer to
wasteage of students after they entered the
University. In his report, oniy part of
which T am quoting, Dr. Sanders said that
the first year at the University provided the
hest eriterion of the suececess of students in
later vears of their eourses, and that the
faetors involved in academic sueeess are
edueational opportunity, application to
study, and persistence of effort, intelligence,
and special ability, or groups of abilities,
while the factors involved in failure are
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low intelligence, financial and economie diffi-
culties, lack of application, socin]l interests,
illness, emotional diffienlties, ete.

I do not think that failure to qualify
in the academie field is an indication of
whether those who fail will attain a reason-
able measure of success in the struggle for
existenee, With all the talk of the im-
portance of education—and, to some extent,
it is most imporiant—we find that those
who are most suecessful, and most success-
ful in the sense that the world loves—that
is, the gaining of a great supply of this
world's goods—are invariably those who
eschew the academic field altogether and em-
brace the opportunities that are awaiting
them in the field in which goods are bought
and sold. These men and women are known
in the community as businessmen and women,
and the suecessful among them receive, as
u result of their aetivities in the kind of
sociely that has grown up around us, 2

much greater reward for their efforts than’

is reccived by those who are successful in
the academic field,

These are the people who are Supposed
te have a very high status in the com-
munity—the business seetion of the com-
munity, the businessmen whose status is
propped up by the Press, because it is from
that ficld that newpapers draw their adver-
tising. A well known American anthor, John
Steinbeck, whose books are best-sellers in the
1".8.A., recently published a3 boak called
“Cannery Row,” a small book but welt worth
reading if for nothing else than this para-
graph which T quote—

The things we admire in men, kindness and
generodity, openness, honesty, understanding
and  feeling, ore concomitants of failure in
mr sy~tem, and those traits we detest, sharp-
ness, greml, acquisitiveness, mennness, egotism
and self-interest are the traits of saccess.

Mon. F. J. 8. Wize: Unfortunately, that
s trae,
Mr. SMITH: The extract continnes—

—and while men admire the qualities of the
first, they love the produce of tha latter.

Hon. A. 1. Panton: No wonder 1T am

poor !
Mr. SMITIT: Just at present we ore
heing subjoeted, a5 o people, through the

Press and throngh other avenues, to a lot
of panicky propaganda, which is designed
to raise fears within our breosts in con-
nection with eertain legislation. In this
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eonnection, it is interesting to reesll that
at a Citizens' Education Conference held
not very long ago, the Iresident of the
School Teachers’ Union, who was also the
chairman of the conference said—

Intelligent people are not gulled by pan-
icky propaganda, but such intelligence is
only gained through a broadened education
which- produces a mind trained to reason, and
understanding of the minds and lives of our
fellow-men and a real desire to put into prae-
tice the truths we have learned. Such an edu-
¢ation ecannot be obtained under conditions
existing at present.

The only deduction we can draw from that
particular paragraph ie Mr. Frank Wal-
lace’s speech to the Citizens’ Education
Conference on that oceasion is that we are
all vulnerable to this panicky propaganda,
that none of us is intelligent enough to re-
sist being gulled by it, that none of us ean
obtain the necessary eduncation in order to
avoid heing gulled by it. I think he makes
oot rather a good case for increasing the
school-leaving age not only to 15, but
rather to 50 years. I would certainly agree
with Mr, Wallace when he referred to the
neeessity for a real desire to put into prae-
tice the truths we have learned. But where
are weo going to learn them? Thai is what
I want to know, The member for Middle
Swan the other evening spoke aboui cer-
tain distortions of historical faets.

Mr. NXeedham: Alleged distortions.

Mr, SMITH: All distortions are alleged
disto-tions, of course, but most people are
agreed that history is a fable agreed upon.
1 can reeollect when I went to school we
learnt more about Bible history and the
catechisin than about mathematies. One of
the yuestions T was supposed to learn was
whether any motive would excuse a lie, and
the answer was that no motive would ex-
cuse a lie. A lie is always sinful and bad in
itself.

The first job I had after leaving school
was in the drapery business, in whieh I
served for eight years. After I had been
there for a couple of years, I got a position
behind the counter selling the goods that
this Jrm had for sale, and if I had not told

Jies “rom morning till night in that parti-

cular position, I would not have held my
job for long. As a matter of fact while I
was working there, the head-woman in the
showroom was dismissed. The head of the
firm in London was notified, and he wrote
back to the firm in Melbourne sayme, ‘I
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am glad you got rid of Miss Jones, She was
by far too conseientious.’’

Mr, Needham: She was telling the truth?

Mr. SMITH: Yes. Those are some of the
things one does not learn at sehool. There
are quite a lot of things like that, although
Mr., Wallace seems to have the idea that
the only things worth while are those one
learns in the organised fleld of eduecation.
It is a trite saying that experience keeps
a dear sehool and fools will learn in no
other. It is not only fools that learn in the
school of experience; most of us learn far
more than ever we learned at school,
although B realise that the elementary edu-
cation is an absolute necessity if one 1s go-
ing to profit by the experience one will
ultimately gain in that very dear school to
which I have referred.

There is an aspeet of education which I
think we cannot ignore as a result of this
student wasteage, the haste by many to
leave school, the lack of application among
many who have edueational oportunities—
ali the opportunities that they counld pos-
sibly wish for. All those things point un-
yuestionably to the fact that whal{ is
known as intellectnal hunger by some and
a thirst for knowledge by others is just as
murh a human attribute or characteristic
as ds a mechanical turn of mind or nnusual
ahility in the field of literature or mathe-
maties in others. Mr. Wallace apparently
thinks it iz only in the organised fleld of
education that one’s intelligence ean deve-
lzp, hut all around us we find living ex-
amples to prove that sueh is not the case.

I know a young fellow in Kalgoorlie
who, when he left school at 14—he left as
spon as he could—took a basket of fruit on
ezch arm and went from door to door sclling
it. He was one of a race of people who are
noted for their business acumen, and before
he was 21 years of age, he had a fruit and
grerngrocery business of his own in Han-
nan-street. I daresay during those few
yvears he learned quite a lot. Some people
might think that a fruit and greengrocery
business is not much, but a friend of mine
who conducted one in Hannan-street had
an annual tarnover of £18,000. Personally,
T decline to speak on this subject of eduea-
tion with bated breath, or to envy those
who have achieved suceess in the academie
fleld, or who through their inherent genius

“» ap infinite eapacity for taking pains.
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The American philosopher, Emerson, in
dealing with an aspect of this subjeet
said—

If the finest genius studies at ome of our
colleges and is not installed in an office
within one year afterwards, it geems to his
friends and to himself that he is right in com-
plaining for the rest of his life. A sturdy lad
from New Hampshire or Vermont who in tumn
teams it, farms it, peddles, preaches, keeps
o school, edits a newspaper, goes to Congress,
buys a township, and so forth in successive
years, and always cat-like falls on his feet, is
worth a hundred of these city dolla, He walks
abreast of his days, and feels no shame in
not studying a profession, for he does not
postpone his life, but lives already. He has
not one chanee, biat a hundred chances.

There is much truth in that, It was brought
home to me on one occasion when I learncd
of a young fellow out of the University who
had attained degrees or diplomas in abou.
23 snbjects and eould not get a job. Not
long ago I met a young man who has a
diploma as a consulting engineer; he is
working at present in one of the Govern-
ment departments as a clerk, because after
he came bhack from the war he was only
employed for six months by the person for
whom he werked prior to enlisting, I said
to him, “Surely a man with a diploma as
a consulting engineer has better opportuni-
ties than those that present themselves to
a clerk in a Government department.” What
he told me was—I do not know whether
there is truth in his statement or not—that
young men are bheing turned out on prodne-
tion lines at the University by the dozen
and are thankful to get a job at £4 10s. a
weck in order to gain experience.

Hon. F. J, 8. Wise: To gain education.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, it might be to gain
education, but the competition is pretty
keen. I remember an accountant saying
to me some years ago that there is plenty
of room at the top. I would like to know
where it is.

Mr. Needham: It takes a long while to
get there.

Mr. SMITH: And when you get there
you find there is not much room; the higher
you get, the fewer the jobs, so that there I8
not plenty of room at the top. ‘That is
not to say that I do not realise the import-
ance of education and the necessity for
having, in the widest possible sense, eduea-
tional advantages for those who have the
necessary attributes.  But to imagine that
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these form a big section of the community
i3, in my opinion, all wrong. 1 think it
is but a small seection of the community.
Some have the necessary brain power—the
grey matter, as it is called—but not the
negessary application, the persistency or
the “stick-at-itness,” as I once heard it re-
ferred to, 1t is difficult for young persons,
with all the distractions that are widespread
today, to stick at their studies unless they
have an inherent thirst for knowledge, ov
intellectnal hunger, as some people un-
doubtedly have.

As T said, I think that is a human at-
tribute which is hard to develop if a person
has not got it naturally. From time to time
education has been criticised in this Stale
and comparisons have been made between
our methods and our organisation and those
in Great Hritain. We hear extracts guoted
from English legislation; we are told stories
ahont what is to be done in the future in
relation to education in England and when
it s done how much better it will be than
any cdueztion which it is pessible to receive
in this State, It will be good to wait un-
til such time as they do it. Many of ‘these
proposals remain on the stocks for years.
I was rather interested to note in “The
West Australian” of June, 1947, that Mr.
and Mrs. A, J. Marshall, who disembarked
at Fremantle at that date, had an interview
with the Press. Mrs. Marshall, who is the
wite of the newly-appointed lecturer on
psychology at the University of Westefn
Australia, is said to be keenly interested
in education. The report reads —

She said one of the reasons why she re-
turned to Australia was for their ehild’s bene-
fit. A Vietorian, she knows Perth well, hav-
ing lived here for two years some time ago.
The educational system in England, she said,
was at present under revision, and in due
course would probably develop inte an ex-
cellent one, hut it would take a uwumber of
years to lay the foundations and build up a
solid extensive curriculum. In the meantime,

there was no comparisou between the atandord
of the Australian and the English zchools,

On the sume vessel, it was reported on the
1st July, 1947, were Mr. and Mrs. R. P.
DNoanelly. They arrived at Fremantle in
the “Orion” with their six children. The
repart states—

" Mr. Donnelly will take up his appointment
as fuel technologist to the State Government.

T presume he has already done so. Con-
tinuing—

[87]
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The six children are from 10 years to 14
months. Mr. Donnelly, who is B.8e., Oxon, wns
previously station chemist at Battersea I'ower
Statiom. ‘‘Ome of the reasons we have come
to Australia,”’ he said, **iz for our children’s
sake. Not only arc we thinking about the
benefit they will derive team the sunshine
and food, but we are alsy greatly coneerned
about; their edueation. Here I believe educa-
tion is up to date. You can send your ehild-
ren lo the State schools and they will have
a good menthl, spiritual and physital eduea-
tion, such as they eould not possibly get in
England at present.’’

I think that discounts any effect of the
pictures of the wonderful English schools
that were published in the “W.A. Teachers’
Journal” during the election campaign, and
also the effect of the wonderful sehool pie-
tures whieh were published here after the
election eampaigh. At all events, the refer-
ences made by Mr. and Mrs. Marshall and
Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly certainly seem to
indicate that one cannot judge standards
of eduveation by the school building in
whicly the edueation is given. A leading
article on oducation appeared in “The West
Australion” on the 26th June, 1947, and
I thought the paper was very fair on that
gecasion In its comments on cdueation in
this State. DBut, of eourse, that was some
months after the election. They admitted
in that leading article that this edueational
service, with other social services, had run
down as a result of the war and that tha
Wise Government was irying to overlake
the leeway. They pointed auk that the change
of Government had not solved the problem,
and that fine buildings do not necessavily
make fine schools; and they were good
enough to admit this, which 1 thought was
a great admission on the part of “The West
Australian”—

No doubt this generation of children will
havé to put up with a lot of makeshift con-
ditions as part of the price they must pay

for vietory and for the higher standard of
cducation planned for the future.

There must be little doubt about the truth
of that statement. I think it can be dedueed
from the Minister’s speech on the subject
of education and it was certainly accentuated
by the speech made by the ex-Minister, the
member for North-East Fremantle, As they
point out in thig article, real reform begins
with young teachers—their selection and
their training. The shortage of teachers
is acute and it takes time to train them
and we may have to wait for two or three
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vears for a vigorous junior and technical
high school building programme. I would
like to sce that leading article read by every
adult citizen in Western Australia, because
if people studied it and considered the de-
ductions and assertions that are made in
it, they would know that the previous Labour
Government had done all it possibly could
to advance education in this State during
the trying period of the war, and that the
present Government is not likely to be able
to offect very much improvement for some
time to come.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [8.34]: 1
look on this section of the Estimates as the
mest seintillating of the stars presented by
this Government in its 1947 budget.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is a flight of
faney!

Hon, A, H. Panton: You must have sat
np all night thinking it out!

Mr. LESLIE: No, I did not. But I
think thiy is the brightest star of the lot.
I want to start at the beginning by making
some kindly reference to the co-operation
of the previous Government, which has
been continued by the present Government,
with the Department of Post-War Recon-
struetion, in connection with the training of
ex-Servicemen as teaehers at the Training
Colleze, T fully appreeiate that the State
is assisting itself as much as it 1s assisting
the scheme of post-war rebabilitation by
falling in with the representations and plans
which have been snbmitted, At the same
time, T wish (o express appreciation of the
vo-operation received in that direction and
to say that the State will, as a resnlt, have
its reward in due course,

An inerease in the number of teachers is
a vital necessity and we are obtaining, in
the c¢lass of persen being frained today—
the voung ex-Serviceman with the necessary
qualifications— the right type of lndividual
to make wood, inasmuch gs he will inspire
the young generation he has to handle with
the proper ideals; hecause he will, as a ve-
sult of his own experience at a trying time,
have had those ideals incnleated into his
mind in the most praetical way possible,
One item that intrizues me in connection
with the Estimates is the very large inerease
in the amount being made available for
staff costs, ineluding allownnces for prim-
ary and central sehools. T am wondering
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why that partienlar increase is necessary in
view of the faet that we are continuing the
policy of school consolidation which I un-
derstand is to reduce the volume of expendi-
ture as a whole in connection with ednca-
tion. Tt is hoped to save money by that
proposal,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You have never heard
anybody say that,

The Minister for Fdueation: T do not
think so.

Mr. LESLIE: T am delighted to hear that
from the ex-Minister and from the present
Minister, because in practically every ease
of school consolidation the argument has
been used to me by departmental officers—
not by the member for North-Easi Fre-
mantle or the present Minister—that con-
sideration wax given in this connection to
the saving in cost. When it came to the
cstablishment of a bus service which bad
for its purpose the closing of an existing
small school, one argument which was used
as to why that service should not be intro-
duced was that it would eest more to run
the bus service than to maintain the small
st-hool,

ilon. J. . Tonkin:
wrong way round,

Mr. LESLIE: No, that is the way T have
had jt.

iIon, J. T. Tonkin: That is the wrong
way round;—the way vou had it

Mr. LESLIE: Then T have heen given
the wrong information and that is the hasis
on which I have worked.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: The basis was that in
doubtinl cases, if it could be shown that the
establishment of a bus service would result
in a saving of money, it would help the
project very eonsiderably.

Mr. LESLIE: I understood it was one of
the purposes, apart from the improvement
in the educational stundard. 1 agree that
that was a primary consideration —~the mak-
ing available to eonntry children of an im-
proved edneational standard by means of
this consolidation. At the same time, the
financial aspect was considered to enter in-
to it.

The Minister for Education: There were
cases some Years ago, hut not of recent
years.

Mr. LESLIE: Dealing with the question
of improving the edueational standard of

You have it the
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country children, I was astonished to hear
the ex-Minister for Education say the other
evening that it was impossible to improve
the standard of education of country
children, and bring it anywhere near the city
facilities.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: No. Say what I did
say!

Mr. LESLIE: Unfortunately, I have not
taken an extract out of the book of words
and I am not allowed to read from it. But
it is in front of me and I would suggest
that the member for North-East Fremantle
refer to it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: There is no need for
me to refer to it. I give that an emphatic
denial. I do not think that and I would
not say it.

Mr. LESLIE: If I remember aright, the
hon. member, in reply to an interjection by
me, said, “I said it was impossible to pro-
vide the children in country districts with
the same standards as ean be provided in
the towns.”

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is right.

Mr. LESLIE: 1 am still surprised to
hear the hon. member say that it is im-
possible.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: You prove that it is
not.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for North-
Fast Fremantle is aware of the standard
of cquipment provided for the sehools in
the big fowns and that provided for the
small eountry schools, accommodating 16 or
17 children. Equigment is part of the
standard of education. We have miserable
equipment in some of ocur scheols. The
children are sitfing at obsolete desks.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Thkat docs not prove
the point you set out fo piove.

Mr. LESLIE: The hon. member said it
was impossible to improve the standard.
Why cannot the children in the eountry
schools be provided with the same comfort
and facilities that are made available for
those atfending the eity schools? The ex-
Minister went a long way to fry to prove
his argnment. Of course these things can
be provided.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Could any Govern-
ment provide a seienee laboratory or a metal-
work centre for one child?

i

Mr. LESLIE: Again, the member for
XNorth-East Fremantle is going to extremes
fo prove what he knows to be & weak
case. Nobody is suggesting there should be
a seience laboratory for a primary school.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is provided in
the city,

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mt.
Marshall must address the Chair.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not want the present
Minister for Eduestion to get any idea that
the other side of the Chamber is convineed
that the existing standard is incapable of
being altered.

Mr. Marshall: You need not worry about
the present Minister gotting any ideas!

Mr. LESLIE: He has quite a namber,
and he is altering the present standard. The
meraber for North-East Fremantle says it
is impossible,

Yion. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, and the pre-
sent Minister knows that too.

Mr. LESLIE: I am not talking of ap-
pointing two teachers where one ean do the
job, but of providing reasonable facilifies
for the ebildren and the teachers.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you think the
Minister could provide a seience laboratory,
a mefal-work centre or a domestic science
centre for one child?

Mr. LESLIE: I am not going to worry
ahout that becamse it ig not called for.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: He cannot give the
conntry children the same facilities as those
in the town, unless he does.

Mr. LESLIE: Ordinarily they are not
called for but there may be ecireumstances
where they wonld be justified, and then they
would be provided. I am talking of the small
schools. Af times we have practically had te
ask rvepeatedly for permission to drive n
nail into a door to keep out the draught.
Wkat is written in the book and is put on
the blackboard by the teacher does not com-
prise the standard of education. When a
chi’d goes to sehool it learns first of all
from the surroundings. If a child goes
into a dilapidated building at an early im-
pres-ionable ape it starts on a wrong basis.
It is no good saying to the child, “It is
impossible to provide you with a beiter
ztandard, although brick schools are pro-
vided in the metropolitan area with, liter-
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ally, gilded door-kmobs, but you have to
be satisfied with a rusty bolt on the door.”

Hoo. J. T. Tonkin: I do not know who
said that.

Mr. LESLIE: Those are facts, I do not
want the ex-Minister to rest content with
the idea that the country schools eannot
be altered,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They can be altered,
but they ecannot be brought up to the
standard of the city.

Mr. LESLIE: There is no reason why
a country school shonld not be equipped
with the same comfortable desks and the
building eonstructed so that it would be
cool in summer and warm in winter.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is so.

Mr. LESLIE: There is no reason why it
should noit be provided with adidtional
facilities. It should be fly-proof. .

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Approval was given
by the previous Government to make coun-
try schools and quarters fiy-proof.

Mr. LESLIE: As I leave that point, all
I can say is, when I hear a statement like
that from the ex-Minister, that I.am not
surprised that the present Minister has to
come here and tell us what a hard job he
has to do because of the leeway he has to
make up.

Hon. A. H. Panton: If you keep repeaf-
ing what you say the ex-Minister said, you
will hrlieve it yourself.

Mr. LESLIE: I do believe it. One of the
provisions made by the MMinister in the
Estimates is

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is this another siar?

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. This has been wanted
for a long time. What I refer to is the
recognition  of the work of the parents
and eitizens’ associations, That recogaition
has been long delayed. The work of the
parents through these associations has been
going on for many years, but has never
been fully recognised. The organisation has
bheen aceepted as another milking cow to
save the (Government's revenuye. 1 would
like the present Minister to clear up the
position with regard to the improvements
provided by the parents and citizens’ asso-
giations. I am referring to the pianos,
radios, sewing machines, libraries and
other facilities, I speak from a practieal
fnowledge of the circumstances. The
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moment these amenities are installed in the
schools the Edueation Department reaches
out with a grasping claw and says “These
are mine."’ : ' o

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Wrong again!

Mr. LESLIE: I have known of occasions
when a community, after having stored a
piano in a school, asked permission to use
it in the school, and it was denied hecause
it was the properfly of the Edneation
Depariment.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who denied it?

Mr. LESLIE: I do not know. Ii was an
oflicial denia].

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Can you guote that
instance? ‘

Mr. LESLIE: I can quote a number.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Tell us the date of
that one.

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot do that off hand.
If the hon. member cares to search the
records of applications made to school
teachers and inspectors, he will find nume-
rous such cases,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: T suggest you ask the
present Minister to show yon the copy of
the letter refusing that request. I do not
think you wiil find it.

Mr. LESLIE: I am not Iﬁ'epared to say
that the letter came from the Minister, or
even the Director. T do not know whether
the request got as far as the Eduecation
Department, but the department is respon-
sible for the actions of its officers, and I
take it that the teachers and inspectors,
when saying what shall or shall pot be done
with such property, are ecarrying out the
poliey or instructions of the department.
On many occasions applications have been
made for the use of such faeilities pro-
vided at schools. A few years ago we
endeavoured to get the use of the prano at
the Wyalkatehem school in order that
children might practise on it, but the reply
was that it was the department’s piano.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: If that happened, it
was between 1930 and 1932,

Mr, LESLIE: I can only say it was be-
tween 1930 and 1939, as I was absent for
a number of years after 1939. It has
oceurTed on several oceasions. There should
be some clarification of the ownership of
such property, and to what extent it ean he
used by the people who have provided it.
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is clear now. If
the parents and ecitizens’ association gives
it to the department, it belongs to the
department. Otherwise it belongs to the
association.

Mr. LESLIE: As far as I know the de-
pariment has grabbed it, whether it has
been given to the depariment or not.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is easily straight-
ened out,

Mr. LESLIE: During the debate on the
Address-in-reply I mentioned the neeessity
of making an allowaoee to parents to cover
the eost of school books.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: You should talk to
the other side of the House now.

Mr. LESLIE: T am sorry that such an
allowanee was not mentioned in the Minis-
ter's speech and is not included in the Esti-
mates, Possibly the Minister has decided to
investigate the eomplaint I made about the
difference that exists in the ideas of school-
masters as fo what books are to be used at
varions schools. The books shonld be stand-
ardised so that they could he handed down
from one child to another as they moved
up through the various classes. Perhaps the
Minister will make some provision in that
rerard in order to help parents. The cost
of sehool hooks and equipment is sueh, par-
ticularly where there is a large family,
as to give the lie direet to any suggestion
that education is free. Actually, it is a very
costly business.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is cheaper here
than in any other part of the world.

Mr. LESLIE: We say that ours is a free
education system, and it should be free.
Something should be done to lower the eost
to parents of large families, We should
climinate the necessity for parents to pur-
chase a new set of books every year. T
helieve that the selection of books is largely
at the diseretion of the teachers at the re-
speetive schools, and it would only reqnmire
an instruction from the Director to solve
the problem. If that were done, there would
no longer be the urgent neccssity to. press
for a sehool book allowance to be made
available to children. The member for Sonth
Fremantle mentioned an allowance to loeal
roverning authorities for the purpose of
putting school grounds in order. Loecal gov-
erning anthorities should be given power to
earry out neeessary repair and maintenanee
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work at schools, particularly in the country,
where they are keenly interested in school,
activities, and combine with the parents and
citizens’ association and other organisations
to provide all the facilities possible to assist
in the work of the schools

When minor repairs are reqnired at a
country school, it is galling to find, upon
the aitention of the department being drawn
to the matter, that it must await the arrival
of an inspector, and then an officer of the
Public Works Department, before anything
®an be done. In that way inter-depart-
mentn] red tape delays the work and adds
to the cost. If loeal governing authorities
were given power to expend up to a certain
amount on repairs and maintenance work,
it would save the department a lot of money
anit would safeguard valuable Government
assefs against depreciation. Tt would also
he a source of satisfaction to those who
take an interest in such loeal affairs. I counld
mention ' numerong instances of how loeal
governing authorities interest themselves in
such matters.

The member for South Fremantle men-
tioned the parents and citizens’ association’s
purchase of a projector for visual education
purposes. One road board in my eleetorate
has purchased, out of its three per ecent.
fund, the whole of the necessary plant, and
has installed it, and two other road boards,
in conjunction with the parents and eitizens’
assaciation, are also moving in that dirce-
tion. It is plemsing to know that the Gov-
ernment intends to assist in the purchase of
such apparatus. Loea] governing authori-
ties can be trusted to act as agent of the
depariment and to sec that its assets are
_preserved at a proper standard of mainten-
ance, and that the children are provided
with deeont faeilities.

One of the most important items men-
tioned hy the MMinister passed practically
annoticed, and I doubt if it even goi men-
tion in the Press. T refer to the announce-
men{ that the Minister had decided to make
£3,500 available for assistance to school
hostels. That is a step in the right direc-
tion and will undoubtedly be welcomed in
many country districts in Western Australia.
Even if it is not weleomed at the moment,
it will, when it is established as a matter
of poliey, be welcomed as the years go by.
Tt will be particularly welcome in one centre
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in my clevtorate which has already estab-
{ished a school hostel and has requested
assistance from the Government. I presume
that hostel is to veceive some assistance out
of that £3500, though I do not know the
basis on which the payment or subsidy will
he made.

To show what can be done in this direc-
tion I will mention the Koorda school hostel.
Koorda is a town with a large district,
thongh not large enough to justify a school
big enough fo warrani the number of
teachers that is thought to be required,
or to vonvince the department at that time
that they were entitled to a better standard
of education than was being provided. The
population of the distriet is extremely scat-
tered. A number of small schools has heen
established but, on account of the decreasing
number of children, various schools had to
be closed. Then the question was raised as
to the institution of bus services, but the
number of ehildren to be picked up was too
small to justify a bus service, or a number
of bus services, as would have been required.

S0 most of the parents were faced with
the seemingly inevitable result of having to
place their children on correspondence
courses. 1 have nothing against the corres-
pondence system; it is exeellent. T think
that the scholastic record of the pupils who
take correspondence courses stands extremely
high, but it is a tremendous burden upon
the parents, who are required to smpervise
those lessons. The Koorda Road Board, the
narents and citizens’ association, the Coun-
try Women's Assoeiation and various local
bodies pot together and deeided that they
had to do something about providing decent
and reasonable education for the children in
their own distriet. As a resnlt of the com-
bined effort, they took over an existing vac-
ant building in the town.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You have left some-
thing out, have you not?

Mr. LESLIE: No, I shall come to that
presently.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No, you have left it
ont. Before they went ashead they asked
the Government whether it would be pre-
pared to assist them in some way with a
subsidy, and the Government said that it
wonld.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, they got the Govern-
ment’s blessing.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They got more than
a blessing; they got money.

Mr. LESLIE: No, they did not.
Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Yes, they did.
The CHAIEMAN: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: I am prepared to concede
that they may have received a measure of
assistance merely to start their effort, which
was small, I have the balanee sheet of the
effort made by the people of the district,
and I fear that the measure of assistance
that came from the Government at that
stage appears so small that, by comparison
with the figures of loeal effort, it fades into
insignificance. Therefore I must be par-
doned if 1 overlooked it

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are pretty mis-
erable about it.

Mr, LESLIE: I concede that the ex-
Minister gave the project eviry encourage-
ment, and I believe he was keenly interested
and desired to see it succeed. Representa-
tions were made to him, but I do not think
they reached the stage of finality for some
form of subsidy.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They rcached the
stage of finality. The Koorda people asked
me to go up and open the hostel, even
though the Labour Government had been de-
feated, because of what I and the previous
Government had done to assist.

Mr. LESLIE: The desire of the Koorda
people at that time was to pay a tribute
to the interest shown by the ex:Minister.
They also wanted the present Minister to at-
tend, and at that time they did not know
who the new Minister would be. They
wanted to put all the facts hefore the Minis-
ter and show that it would be impossible to
earry on the hostel unless they got a gen-
erous measure of Government assistance by
way of a recurring subsidy.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You do not know your
facts. They got an annual subsidy.

Mr. LESLIE: Now the hon. member is
dragging in something that has nothing
whatever to do with the question.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: It has everything to
do with the question.

Mr. LESLIE: Not ouly the Koorda hostel
but all the parents throughout the district
got an aliowance. That is paid to the par-
ents of the children, and if it was expeeted
that the parents were to hand over that
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sum of money, plus the normal costs of
maintaining their children at the hostel, it
would be too much.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is part of the
cost.

'i‘he CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
her wil! address the Chair.

Mr. LESLIK: Actually, it was not assis-
tance to the hostel; it was assistance to the
puarenls,

Hon. J. T. Tenkin: I do not concede that
point at all.

Mr. LESLIE: That is the nature of the
assistanee; it was not given to, the hostel.
I do not say it was not that the Minister
was unconvineced of the excellent nature of
the experiment. It was an experiment.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Koorda experi-
ment was the genesis of the living-away-
from-home allowance. '

Mr. LESLIE: I thank the hon. member.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That was told the
people, and they know it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: The living-away-from-
home allowance was introduced as a result
of the Koorda experiment to establish a
school hostel, but I still revert to the point
that the hostel has not been assisted directly.
The ex-Minister was invited to attend the
opening and, had he done so, he would have
been handed a balanee sheet showing a de-
bhit balanee of £300, in respect of which the
people were asking the Government for
assistance. That was the hostel, not the
parents. The Government did asgist the
parents, The hostel boarded the children
at below cost.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Was not the money
made available to the parents to enable
them to pay part of the eost of the child-
ren’s board at the hostel?

Mr. LESLIE: It was paid by way of a
living-away-from-home allowance, This is
a question of there having been no living
accommodation available. The living-away-
from-home allowance would not have been
sufficient to enable parents to send their
childrer to school where they could obtain
boarding facilities. There were no boarding
facilities at Koorda.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: There were boarding

facilities at the hostel five days in the week.
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Mr, LESLIE: Without the living-away-
from-home allowance, the parents would
have been oblized to send their -children
elsewhere to schaol but for the hostel being
lrought into existence.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: And pay the full cost,

Mr, LESLIE: Regardless of the allow-
anee, the Koorda people made their experi-
ment.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No, they did not.
That is where you are wrong,

Mr. LESLIE: The hostel was established
before the living-away-from-home allowance
was introduced,

Hon. J. T. Tenkin: Are you sure?

Mr. LESLIE: The hon. member said the
experiment at Koorda influenced him.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No.

Mr. LESLIE: The hostcl was started be-
fore the allowance was granted, Then the
hon. member, as Minister for Edueation,
went to Koorda to gee the hostel for himself
and was thrilled with it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I went there before
it started.

Mr. LESLIE: The hostel was started as
a result of the ipitiative of the loeal people
and has proved a suceess, At present, it
bas over 40 children whe could not possibly
get similar eduocation by eorrespondence.
But for the hostel, even with the living-
awny-from-home allowance, the parents of
the children would have been involved in
considerably more cost to send their children
elsewhere. Now the question arises how the
peaple of the distriet will continue t{o main-
tain the hostel.

Hon. A, H. Pantor: Look to the Govern-
ment side for that.

Mr. LESLIE: The Government has pro-
vided for it. )

Hon. A. H. Panton: Then why worry
about it?

Mr, LESLIE: I was very proud, for the
salte of the Koorda pecple, to hear of the
living-away-from-home allowance. 1 feel
that the £3,500 which the Minister has made
available for school hostels is the result of
that privately-initinted scheme.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I can see Koorda get-
ting £3,000 of the £3,500!

Mr, LESLIE: 8o can I, beecause Koorda
very much needs it. There is room for ex-
pansion and the hostel there would be able
to accommodate children from other centres.
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Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I bet Carnarvon will
not get any part of the £3,500!

Mr. LESLIE: One never knows one's
luck. T helieve that the hostel could be
made to provide aecommodation for more
children than it is accommodating now, If
this were done, the parents of the children
would be able to avoid some of the expense
which they must now ineur. An investiga-
tion of this school hostel at Koorda by mem-
hers would be well worth while, hecause the
provision of such a facility, in eonjunction
with the consolidation of schools, 1 believe
is the solution to many of our eduealional
problems today, By these means we shall
he able to establish not only the secondary
«chools and junior high schools which the
Minister mentioned when introducing his
Estimates, but also primary schools of a
hetter standard than we have today. In
saying “a better standard” I mnean that a
prenter. number of ehildren will be able to
attend the school and by so doing will gain
human contacts that muost refleet favour-
ably on our social system. I have once again
to commend the Minister on literally having
taken the bull by the horns and—

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is what the
Honorary Minister said when she wanted
milk!

My. LESLIE: —having done something
really worth while.
a new era so far as our educational system
is concerned.

MERE. HILL (Albany) [9.13]: When one
looks at our educational system, one must
agree thay the present Government has in-
herited a very difficult problem. It is not
much use teyving to blame the war.  For
many years before the war the Kducation
Department was neglected ; six years of war
on top of that neglect makes the problem
still more difficult. I cast no reflection nupon
the member for North-East Fremantle who,
during his term as Minister, I consider did
an excellent job. Tt is not my intention to
ronm round the State, as other members
have done in speaking {o these Estimates,
but T draw the attention of the Committee
to the importance of my electorate from the
educational standpoint. We had a few
country schools but most of them have bheen
closed on aceount of the consolidation of
schools, We have two main eentres, Albany

He has entered upon

[ASSEMBLY.]

and Denmark, We have an infants’ school
at Albany which js in need of enlargement.

One very long-felt want is a sheller shed
for the children. I think there are between
300 and 400 children attending the school
and they have no shelter shed. New lavatories
and septic tanks are also urgently needed.
The State school is a very old school
and is at present filled to capacity. The
bigwest nced there is improvement te the
grounds, I hope the Minister will soon
resume the land facing York-street and so
improve the school ground. We have one
of the best high schools in the State. It
has a fine record and the buildings and
grounds are something of which the people
of Albany are justifiably proud; but a
hostel or hostels for the school are urgent
requirements,

Another educational activity at Albany
is the physical fitness eamp at the guaran-
tine station. We have a lot of fine build-
ings there, beautifully situated for summer
holidays.  The taking of country children
to the seaside for a summer holiday is a
job well worth while, I shall never forget’
my oxperienec when travelling abomt the
State with the Outports Commission. T
saw the conditions on the Goldfields and
along the Wongan Hills Hne; I observed
the poor little children in the hackbloeks,
and T thought that to give them a holiday
at the seaside would also be a job well worth
while. Denmark is another important centre.
We bave there the Siate s¢hool and the
School of Agrieulture.  The latter is the
dairy school for the State; it is a ve-
cently-constroeted building of which we are
proud.  Buat we should not put all our
money into elaborate schools and so neglect
other sehools.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Do you think it is
too good?

Mr. HILL: No, but T would like to seo
money spent on some other buildings.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We should have saved
the money and spent it elsewhere?

Mr. HILL: That is the opinion of quite
a few pecple.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is not my opinion

Mr. IHILL: I do not know that I al-
together agree with the member for North-
East Frewantle,  Edueation is something
we must not demean. We must remember
that in ecarrying out our edueation policy
we are preparing for future generations,
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In my opinion, education is one of the most
jmportant aetivitics of the Government.

Hon, A. H. Panton: You do not believe
in posterity doing something for us!

Mr, HILL: Therc are two things we have
not got at Albany at present. One is a
kindergarten, the other a technical sehool,
hut I hope that ere long these will be pro-
vided. Taking our education system right
through, I think jt is very fine. 1 remember

a prisoner-of-war during World War I in-

Germany talking to a Russtan prisoner-of-
war. The Russian said, “In Germany where
there is o town of only 300 or 400 inhabit-
ants, a school is provided.” The West Aus-
tralian prisoner-of-war said, “You should be
in my country. YWhere 10 children ean be got
together not only ix a school built for them,
bat the children are paid to attend .the
school”  The Russian could hardly beliave
him. I conclude by repeating that by at-
tending to our education we are building np
the future of the State.

MR. NALDER (Wagin)} [9.18]: I desire
briefly to touch on a point which has not
been mentioned by other members. I refer
to the allowanee made to mothers whose
children are tanght hy correspondence. Mem-
bers no doubt are aware that only those
mothers who are in a position to employ a
domestic or someone to supervise the corres-
pondence class, receive the allowance. Some
assistance should be given to families whe
are not in a position to employ domesties
or persons to help with the correspondence
elass. T have reccived a number of letters
from people in my electorate and will montion
again one letter from a lady that I quoted
before. This lady lives 29 miles from the
nearest sehool; she has been teaching her
children for three years and has received no
allowance whatever; yet a few miles away
a person, who could be in a positién to em-
ploy help, could receive assistance from the
department.

Some consideration should be extended to
mothers who eannot employ help. They
should reecive financial assistapce to encour-
age them in the education of their children.
Those who are living in the remote areas,
far from existing faeilities, should, I con-
sider, receive all the assistance that is pos-
sible. They arc helping to develop our out-
back country and ave pioneers in every sense
of the. word, Everything that the Govern-
ment can do should be done to assist them,
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especially with regard to the edueation of
their children. T believe that finaneial aid
should be forthcoming te help thein.

MRB. NIMMO (Mt. Hawthorn) [9.21]: I
am very concerned about the cducational
facilities in my electorate. During my cam-
paign I mentioned that I was greatly in
favour of no more than 3 to 35 pupils be-
ing taught in one class. I am still of that
opinion. I hope the Minister will look
ahead and mot be concerned about just fo-
morrow. For my part, I am not so much
interested in what happencd last year but
in what should be done in the future. When
we plan in conneetion with the provision of
schoals, consideration should be given to the
prospeetive growth of a district and the num-
ber of classes that would probably have to be
catered for. In one distriet we might have
to plan for a school building with six or
mor¢ rooms, but in the existing cireumstances
we might not be able to erect more than
three. My clectorate starts from Graylands
with quite a number of homes situated
around the mental hospital and the children
there have to walk to Claremont, which i
quite a long distance, for their schooling.
Then we go to City Beach and there we have
57 children between the ages of opne and
fourteen, 31 of them being in the four to
ten year-old group. There is no school
there.

Then we come in to Floreat Park where
there are 404 children between lhe ages of
one and 14, and approximately 234 between .
four and ten years of age. There is no school
in that part. Then in Wembley we have a
small school which we cannot enlarge, and
that is the point [ want fo make in my re-
marks, In future when we set out to provide
a school, let us see that there iz space for
extensions. Ih that partiealar area the pre-
vious Government provided two extra rooms
but no more can he erceted there. The City
Beach children have to go to Joliment,
iravelling in the bus and taking up room
that should be oecupied by business people.
At Mt. Hawthorn there is quite a nice school
but the same trouble exists there—lack of
space. Then we get to Tnnaloo where there ix
a very small school, but fortunately there is
suffcient Jand on which three or four addi-
tional rooms could be creeted.

Next we get to Scarborough, and the same
position exists there, The schoo] is over-
erowded and there is little Toom tor expan-
sion. Fortunately the Government has seen
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lit to buy 14 acres there. Then we gel to
(sborne Park where we have g rather old
sehool upon which a lot of money should
be spent, although the present Government
has expended in the vieinity of £2,000 on
outhonses. At Tuart Hill there is a rather
small vehoo! and plans have been drawn for
the erection of a pew building. Dealing next
with kindergartens, we have some in a num-
her of areas, housed in small halls, The main
kindergarten is at 3t, Hawthorn, which is a
fine institution.

1 would now like to deal with the parents
und eitizens’ associations and their work in
my electorate. At Tuart Hill the association
has spent upwards of €180 on the purchase
of a machine in grder to show pictures to
the ehildren. As most members know, the
ussociation at Mt Hawthorn has spent about
£1,000 on the provision of a kitehen which is
well worth seving. We hope to have in the
vieinity of 75 families housed in the Air
Foree hats on the border of the Wembley
area, which means we will get an increase,
taking an average of two children per
family, of about another 150 odd in the dis-
triet. I trust the Minister will be able to do
something more with regard to the educa-
tional facilities in my distriet.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [9.27]: T under-
stand that the debate on the Estimates is a
sort of consolatian prize to enable those
members whe did not say what they should
have during the Address-in-reply debate, to
til] in the gaps. 1 did not think it possible
that so many wembers wonld have so much
to say on the Voles we have dealt with to
date. I do not propose to take members
on a tour of the Aven electorate because
the educational disabilities there have been
1'laced before the Minister who is fully aware
of the deficiencies that exist. In any case, it
would be fotile for me to say any more
than has been stated by my distinguished
friend, the memher for Mt. Marshall, who
this cvening indulged in a dissertation on
education, and he was fully aided and
abetted hy the member for North-East Fre-
mantle.  Tn the eircumstanees, any member
who krovs nothing about education now is,
in myv opinion, rather dumb.

During the eonrse of his speech in intro-
dueing the Fstimates, the Minister for Edu-
cation made some reference to a proposal
to <ot ~n a eommittee to inguire into the
suestien of the consolidation of the Acts
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applying to loeal governing authorities. The
objevt was to formulate one statute to cover
them all. Whither or not that is practicable,
I do not know. A road board is a road
board and a municipality is a municipality
and, in my opinion, “never the twain shall
meel.”. There are many things applicable
to a road board that are not applicable to
a municipality and viee versa, To put all
matters eoncerning them into one Aet would,
in my opinion, provide a statute under which
a road honrd seeretary would be cxpected
to administer his road district but the Act
wonld contain a lot of uscless material that
would not be applicable to his partientan
provinee. A similar position wonld obtain
so far as o town elerk is concerned. He
would be asked to administer the Aet and
in that Ac¢t would be a lot of redundant
stuff which would net he applicable to a
municipality.

The new Aect, whatever it might be, will
concern road board seeretaries and town
clerks more than anyone else. They will
be asked to administer the Act in the main
and up to date they have not been con-
sulted, I understand, insofar as the pre-
liminary investigations into this matter are
eoncerned. I venture to say that these
gentlemen know a good deal more about
loeal government matters than those who tick
their books with green ink. The best ser-
vice that could be rendered to the field of
loeal government—and I mentioned this on
the Address-in-reply—would be a provision
to give local authorities the right to strike
one rate instead of the multiplicity which
obtain at present—one rate which would
cover zll finanecial aetivitics of foeal authori-
ties, in place of the provision that requires
road boards, at any rate, to strike three
different rates: road, health, and vermin,

If for some reason or another a loeal
authority is faced with an epidemie and has
to expend all its health revenue, it does nof
cease its contro]l measures when the health
vote is extinguished, but goes on with tha
job by overdrawing the health aceount
against one of the other general accounts.
It would probably be put on the mat by
the local government office; but that has
to he donr because loeal authorities have
a daty to perform to the publie and ean-
not negleet that duty through lack of cash.
In my opinion there iz no insurmountable
diffienlty in eonnection with the striking of
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one rate and I suggest to the Minister that
he give cunsideration to that being done.

The Minister made reference to the town
planning office. As yet, I have not had a
great deal to do with that particular depart-
ment. But ag the result of one little in-
cident in connection with which T had oe-
caston to disagree with the Town Planning
Commissioner, T was led to the belief that
there could he g little more elasticity in the
mind of that gentleman. T had oecasien to
submit to him a proposition to subdivide
half an acre of land on which were con-
structed two dwellings, The respective ten-
ants who had been renting them for some
time desired to purchase them. The pro-
position was to cut the land into two enual
portions and for the respective occupants
to take over the buildings,

The natter was submitted to the Com-
missioner and he agreed, but enly subject
to the proviso that the subdvision be car-
ried out by a licensed surveyor. The cost
of getting a licensed smrveyor to eut half
an aere into two equal quarter-acre blocks
would have been in the vicinity of £25. I
communicated with the Titles Office to see
whether they had any objection to the
division of the land and they said that in
view of the difficulty and expense of
getting a surveyor to go into the eountry
and do the work, they wonld raise no ob-
joetion. However, the Town Planning
Commissioner was adamant and the sob-
division was carried out at a cost of £23,
which the two tenants had to meet. They
were not ahle to pay the amount in one
sum and arrangements bad to be made for
the money to be paid by instalments. That
has been my only experience of the Town
Planning Commissioner, but T think that in
that instanee he ¢ould have been a little
more lenient, considering all the eircum-
stanees.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts—Katanning—in reply)
[9.35]: Tt is not my intentian to take up 2
good deal of time in reply. At the outset, T
wonld express my thanks to members for the
way in whieh, in general, they have received
these Estimates. I propose, in as short a time
as possible, to deal with one or two questions
that have been raised. The member for
South Fremantle drew attention to the ques-
tion of remedial work on school grounds. In
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July last, nnder instruetions, a report was
obtained from the various distriet inspectors
as to the sehool grounds that require urgent
attentiun, and it my memory serves me right,
approvimately 48 of them were found,
roughly speaking, divided between the coun-
try and metropolitan districts. Prior to that,
a list had heen prepared which dealt only
with the metropolitan distriets. Every effort
will be made to deal with those sehool
grounds.

A number of expenditures have been
authorised on schoo! grounds already, and
ag quickly as possible work will be done on
those where the conditions have been report-
ed by the inspectors as requiring urgZent at-
tention. Reference was also made to allow-
ing local authorities te do the work. That
may be practieable in some cases, though I
caonot say that any definite eonsideration
has heen given to it. I do koow, however,
at least ooe instance—and the member for
North-East Fremantle will remember it—
where the work of the local authority was
productive of considerable argument, and
that was at Bunbury in conneection with the
high school grounds. Difficulties that lie in
the way of leeal aunthorities in complying
with the needs of the department for work
on sehool grounds are fairly considerable I
think; and while T would be quite prepared
to eonsider any approach made .by local
autheorities in regard to these matters, I do
not think it could be laid down as a general
rule.

The member for Irwin-Moore made some
reference to the infiltration of Communism
into the University and the Training College.
I hzve no means of speaking as to the Uni-
versity. I have not bad an opportunity to
ecome into close contact with the operations
of that institution since I assumed office,
and therefore I do not propose to say
whether the hon. gentleman has grounds for
his statement or not. But he made use of the
phrase “definite influence of Communism”
in regard to the Training College; and I
must say that I do not think that any such
stggestion can be given reasonable credence.

Most of us are acquainted with the prin-
eipal of the Training College, Mr. Sten, and
I do not suppose there is in our community
a more loyal citizen to the British Crown,
a’ter the many years of serviece he has given
to it, both as a public servant of this State
and as a soldier, As far as I can gather from
acquaintance and discussions with them, 1
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would sasy that those who serve under him
are substantially of the same calibre, though
without, in some eases, his experience. So I
would require more in regard to that parti-
cular staff than mere obiter dicta of the
natore that have heen made during this de-
hate to convince me that any such diffienlty
exists at the college at the present time.

The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, in
the eourse of a most interesting speech in
many ways, gave me the impression that he
under-estimated the value of education as
wo know it. 1 hope T do not misjudge the
hon. member when 1 say that he indicated
to me that he eonsidered education was
valuable only if a person wanted fo go into
business. T tremble to think what might be
the resnlt of a general conelusion of that
nature. T suggest that the main value of
education is to make people able to think
soundly.

Mr. Rodoreda: The schools do not do
that,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They make every effort to do that with the
vounger generation. So far as T can see,
the curriculum generally and the interests
of the teaching staff are directed along those
lines. T do not suppose they attain their
ohjective in every instance, but I am firmly
convineed that many do gain the ability to
think along intelligent lines and decide for
themselves, far example, which of a number
of conflieting ideologies is the one they
should follow., Tn addition, it is necessary
to pive them, in the primary and posi-
primary stages, some insight into the
various matters which may econcern them
when they go out into the world and enter
the oeccupation they see fit to follow, and
generally to cquip them to take their place
in a fiercely competitive world,  Whether
they take advantage of it or not when they
go into eommerce or industry, or remain in
some backwater more pleasing to them, does
not scem to me to matter. They gain the
_opportunity to take their place in a com-
petitive world, and that is what one of the
foundation stones of our education svstem
ghould he, and T think it is, substantially.

The member for Mt Marshalt made ref-
erence, inter alia, to the question of assist-
anee for the supply of school hooks. My
sentiments are with those desires. The

Premier murmurs that the Treasury may

he the trouble. I had some investigations
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made into this question and I found that
to provide as little as 6s. per head in the
primary classes, and from £1 to £2 per head
in the post-primary and secondary classes,
depending on the requirements of the in-
dividuals, it would eost approximately
£28,500 por annum, in round figures. Thnt
would not altogether meet the position de-
sired by the hon, member, but it would make
some coniribution towards jt. For the time
being, I can inform him that the matter will
have to rest, however desirable it might
be.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Cannot you spend
some of the deficit?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for Wagin made reference to
the supervisor’s allowanec paid in respect
of correspondence children. I suggest fo
him that if he will refer to the “Hansard”
report of my ohservations when introducing
these Estimates he will find, over about a
page of that report, a statement covering
the matter to which he referred, pointing
out the diffienlties with which the depart-
ment would be faced in complying with
his requests. Those difficulties are not
only of 4 finaneial character. Hg will
there find reasons why it might be advisable
to do something other than adopt the pro-
posilion which he has s6 much in mind. If,
after looking into that statement, he feels
inclined to diseuss the matter with me, I
shall be glad to enlarge on it. I do not
think there is anything else I need mention
at this stage,

Vote put and passed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You Mr. Chairman,
have not allowed the Committee any oppor-
tunity to disenss the iteMs, because imme-
diately the Minister resumed his seat you
put the division. The praetice previously
has been to go through the sub-divisions.

The CHAIRMAN: It has been done hy
divisions. A great many divisions were in-
volved in the previous portfolios. There was
only one in the division of Eduneation. Mem-
bers could have had an opportonity, after
the Ministor had replied to the general de-
bate, of rising to question any particular
item in the Vote. The division has gone
now, I am afraid.

Vole—Town Planning, £2,700—agreed to.
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Vote—Department of Industrial Develop-
ment, £24,220:

THE MINISTER FTOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A. F. Watts—
Katanning) [9.47]: These Estimates deal
with the Departraent of Industrial Develop-
ment which at the present time is generally
1ecognised as being of considerable import-
ance, and has, indeed been of sueh import-
anee for many vears. There are a greal
many matters to which I could make refer-
ence in connection with this department, but
as some of them will he dealt with in legisla-
tion, of which I gave notice this afternoon,
and one or two others have been covered in
the debates that have already taken place, 1
do not propose to deal with them. I refer
more particularly to the charcoal-iron indus-
try at Wundowic and the proposals for the
establishment of a steel industry in Western
Australia.  Both of those projects will be
reterred to during the eourse of the dehate
on the Bill which I have mentioned. I there-
fore propose on this oecasion to make no
reference to them.

The activities of the department are ex-
panding very rapidly. I can alinost say that
the stage has now been reached where we do
not need to ask industries to make inquiries
as to their establishment in Western Aus-
tralin; they are coming forward entirely of
their own volition. It may be that in the not
too tar distant foture we will have to make
a selection from {he many offering, because it
will be impossible to cope with the desires
of all the people looking for industrial de-
velopment in this State. It is the intention
of the Governmnent to ecneourage the
establishment of industries where suitable
conditions can he found outside the metro-
politun area; in short to decentralise them
wherevey possible, To that end, it is hoped
that the textile industry, in which the mem-
ber for Collie has been very interested of
Inte, and naturally so, will be able to be
established at Collie, hecause it is felt that
there will be suitable facilities there and
that it could not be anything but of advan-
tage to the State to press for its establisk-
ment there.

We are hopeful, also, that an important
cheese company will shortly decide to estab-
lish itself in the Albany district, because it
has expressed the opinion that it would
prefer to be established in an area capable
of development and at present not substan-
tinlly developed. I have every expectation
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that it will be agreeable to going to that part
of the State. The climatic and other possibi-
lities of that area are eminently suitable for
its purpose and I have no doubt that, when
the company in question—a well-known and
firmly-established one—is scttled there it
will make a eonsiderable contribution to the
development of that area. Similarly, efforts
are being made to atiract suitable industries
to other parts of the State outside the metro-
polizan area, with the idea of making some
contribution to the development of those
sreas,

In conjunction with the Depariment of Agri-

eulture, efforts have been made to enconr-
age the growth of linseed and tobacco in
Western Australia, The Tobacco Panel,
which I think bad fallen into disuse, was
rovived, and activities arc now under way
with the Department of Agrienlture in an
endeavour—with the assistance of the Com-
morwealth Government-—to bring back the
tehaceo-growing industry in Western Aus-
tralia to the level at which it was in the
early stages of the war, when nearly 1%
million pounds of tobaceo was produced, as
against the 250,000 pounds produced in the
last vear onder review. I do not know
whether the Commonwealth Government will
be prepared to assist in the way which we
feel inelined to recommend, and 1 suppose
the first step towards obtaining that assist-
ance would be the control of the product
through some marketing legislation.

All those things are now being considered
with a view to formulating some proposnl
that will resnll in an inerease in the produe-
tion of tobacee in this State. Not only will
that be advantageous to this State, but obvi-
ously advantageous to the Commonwealth,
in that its present posilion regarding impor-
tations, particnlarly £rom dollar areas, does
not make it easy for the Commonwealth to
inercase, or even maintain the inflow of
tobaceco produets into this country. Quite
apart from the development of the State, we
owe 1t as a duty to the Commonwealth, and
the people of the Commonwealth, to make all
the contribution we can in that direction.
Somewhat similar considerations apply to
the production of linseed. There is available
in this State the necessary machinery for ex-
pressing the oil, which is very scarce and
badly nceded in conneetion with the prepara-
tion of paints and other substances, many of
which are required for the house building
programme.
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While we had bad luck in the commend-
able efforts made some years ago, in that
cutworm got the betfer of most of the lin-
seed planted in the Northam and York-Avon-
Valley aress, it is hoped, by those who today
are investigating the position, that with
more modern methods of spraying and disin-
fecting generally, it will be possible to obvi-
ate those problems in the future and pro-
duce a reasonable crop at a payable price.
In consequence; an increase of £1,000 has
been provided in the Estimates to permit of
work being done to foster the growing of
linseed and other oil-bearing plants in this
State.

The Fuel Technology Burean, under the
direction of Mr, Donnelly, has heen doing
very valuable work, and I am assured that
there is now no doubt that, given the eorrect
plant and machinery, gas snitable for hoth
domestiec and industrial purposes can be
produced from Collie coal. Investigations
are still proeeeding.

Mr. May: Where is that work being car-
ried out?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : I eould not say, but I
know the investigations are procecding. The
establishment at Welshpool, which was taken
over from the Commonwealth, is now virtu-
ally filled. Considerable progress has been
made in the ercetion of the new building for
Chamberlain Tndustries Ltd.—for the foun-
dry—and a start has been made on the in-
stallation of the furnaces. There again we
find ourselves in some difficulty, because in-
dustrial troubles in the Eastern States have
rendered the importation of the machinery
required for those premises, and for Cham-
herlain Industrvies menerally, rather difticult.
Whether the expectation that I gave the
House during the debate on the Address-in-
reply, or about that time, that the factory of
Chamberluin Industries should be in pro-
duetion hy WFebruary, is now going to be
realised, is something more than T can =ay.
It may be neeessary to put that fizure hack
a bit, T commend to members the advicability
of taking the opportunity of going to those
works at some convenient time in order to
have a look unot only at the lay-out of the
machinery that has been imported, hut the
very desirable way in which it has heen set
up, and the enthusiasm with which the limit-
ed number of people at present employed
there are dealing with the work that they
have to handle.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It was a strenunous
effort on the part of the previous Govern-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMEXNT: And ably backed up
by the  present Government. Although
we had some difficulty with our friends
of the Commonwealth with regard to
the financial side, we took over manfully
and made the best bargain we could for
Western Australia, and incidentally for
Chamberlain Industries also. I do not
think it can ever be said that I have of-
fered any criticism—either before or since
election day—regarding this particular en-
terprise. I have had a look at it on three
or four oceasions, and have discussed it
on many mote, and while it was a haby
that looked as though it might be a bit over-
weight at birth, at present I am hopeful
that it will succeed. I bave no doubt what-
ever as to the =uitability of the machine
that it is proposed shall be manufactured,
provided it ean be turned out in sufficient
numbers and on a market that will enable
it to he produced profitably, without im-
posing too great a cost on the producer.
I feel that that ean be done, but that is
only a personal opinion which the future
must weigh. Members when they get an
opportunity should have a look af the
premises, heeause they are well worth an
mspection,

AMr. Marshall: But they are not by any
means completed vet.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The hon, member
should have 2 look at them, completed or
not.

Mr. Muarshall: That
tory.

The MINISTER FOR TINDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I ohserved that the
foundry was not yet finiched and that soms
of the mochinery had not yet arrived. There-
fore, the hon. member could gather from my
remarks that further work remained to be
done. But what is there, is worth inspee-
tion.

Mr. Marshall: As a lover of machinery,
I will accept your invitation,

The MINISTER FQOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: There are 18 fenants
in the Welshpool area, including manu-

is most unsatisfie-
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facturers of aluminivmware, furniture,
tennis strings, hosiery, confectionery, toys,
electrieal applicances, ete. It is unlikely that
James Hardie & Co. will move in until
early next year. The estimated revenue
from leasing the buildings is £7,356.

Among the more recent inquiries made
with regard to industrial development is
that of a representative of an English
syndicate who is at present in this State
inquiring into the possibility of bringing
out two G00-ton trawlers from England.
These vessels, it iz suggested, would go
trawling in the Bight, and have their head-
quarters at Albany. Bradford Insulating
Pty. Ltd,, which manufactures slag wool
insulation, building boards and tiles has
expressed its intention of establishing a
manufacturing branch in this State. It
is likely that it will operate at Fremantle.
Investigations are being made by a firm
interested in the establishment of a chem-
ical industry here. This concern wonld
manufaeture c¢hlorine, caustic soda and
various other chemicals.

Hon, F. J, 8. Wise: Whut gbout the
wool-scouring company ?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAT
DEVRELOPMENT: The building for that
company is well op the way to completion.
I saw Mr. Michell only a few days ago, and
he expressed the hope that the works would
he in production before many weeks.

Hon. 1. J, 8. Wise: That will be one
of the best.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: ‘The Hardie Trading
Co., manfactarers of laequers and enamels,
has reserved lamd at Welshpool and intends
to work on the factory as soon as the
material position permits. An English com-
pany has heen inquiring into the establish-
ment of a faetory to manufacture aunger:
and auger bits. Due to business problems
in England the company has not yet decided
to move to Western Ansiralia, and it is ex-
pected that, in view of Britain’s export
position, some governmental problems may
e experienced regarding the move. A well-
known Kusiern States manufacturer is pur-
suing inquiries with a view to establishing
a branch factory in Western Australia to
manufacture canned goods of various kinds.
The director of an English eompany manu-
facturing custard powder and allied pro-
doets will be viciting this State in the near
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future. It is anticipated that this visit will
be c¢f approximately 12 wonths *duration,
and will result in the sefting up of a new
company to manufacture these products in
Western Australia, in which the company
has shown great interest,

Following an inquiry received through the
Seeondary Industries Division, a loeal firm
has been negotiating with a well-known Eng-
lish firm intcrested in manufacturing in-
gtantaneous gas water-heaters in Anstralia
for the Australian market and for export.
It is hoped that some agreement will result.
An English company is interested in the
manufacture in Australia of all types of
patented houvsehold mops and other pro-
ducts, and there arve prospects of its estah-
lishinent in Western Australio, possibly in
parinership with an existing firm. As a
result of a report forwarded to the com-
pany, a director has recently arrived in Aus-
tralia to make an on-the-spot investigation.
A couple of local firms have been put in
touch with an English company which is in-
terested in the manufacturing in this country
of water-heaters, washing machines, drying
cabinrts, toasters and electrie fires, possibly
in partnership with an Australian firm. The
malter is at present under consideration hy
the English firm.

An inquoiry was received through the
Secondary Industries Division from a well-
established Duoteh firm, whieh is interested
in the cutting and polishing of diamonds
from the rough to the gems for the Au=
tralian market and for export. The firm
has heen assured of a supply of rongh din-
mands from existing suppliers. Tt has heen
strongly recommended that this industry be
estahlished in Western Australia, but a reply
is still awaited.

ITon. . J. 8. Wise: There are plenty of
rough dizmonds here!

The MINISTER TFOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Al the rough diamonds
are not in Western Australia. T have made
enme reference to the question of estah-
Hshing the textile industry nt Collie. In
en'argement of that statement, T will say
that the spinning plant is a very large one
and that there is an exeellent opporiunity (o
serve the Australian market if this industry
can he established. An Tnglish company
is interested in manufacturing on a fairly
large scale in a country town in Australin
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woven children's-wear, ladies’ blouses, and
children’s and ladies’ knitwear. There is &
possibility of a partnership being arranged
with an existing firm and it is thought thai
4 very good opportunity exists for partner-
=hip with a factory already established in
a country town in this State.

Regarding the Chandler alunite industry,
plapnning and design work for the plant to
utilise the new process is proceeding as
quickly as available staff will allow, In
orvder to got the new proeess completed, T
am given to understand that the plant will
have to be elosed down for a few weeks.
After that, it is expected that production
on a profitaie basis of potash up to the
60 per eent. grade will be practicable and,
in faet, casy, and the future prospeets are
considered to be very good. Approach has
been made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to recognise the tonsiderable emount
of extra capital cost that will be entailed
in this additional work, and also to recognise
the fact that no bounty was paid on the
Western Australinn product during the war.
it for the war, it is unlikely that the
works would ever have been started.

Tn consequence of the production by these
works, althongh the potash was not of the
grude that we would have liked, the Com-
monwealth has been saved the payment of
an import bounty on a considerable quantity
ol potash product. Therefore we consider
that the Commonwealth should recognise
these fwo factors—the high grade of potash
that can be produced in future and will be
of immense value to the Awstralian agri-
cultnral and other industries, and that it
ought to make a contribution towards the
eapital eost of the work and in reduction
of the loss that has already been sustained,
or hoth. After a conversation I had with
Pr. Raggett, of the Secondary Industries
T¥vision, I understand that these representa-
tions have been favourably received, but at
the moment I cannot say that any decision
has been arrived at that I can communieate
to the Commattee.

At Albany, Hunts Salmon Cannery, after
only nine months’ operation, is being eox-
panded to enable the factory to process
5,000 tons of fish per annum. The present
output is between 1,500 and 2,000 per
annum. Many orders are being received
from the Eastern States, and a large East-
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ern States consipnment is now on the fae-
tory floor awaiting shipment. The Albany
brickyards are producing® 2t the rate of
600,000 bricks per annum, which is con-
giderably below the capacity of the plant,
A commencement has been made with the
prodoetion of a good quality cement rooling
tile at that centre. The Commonwealth
Investments Trust Ltd., the company formed
to develop the black sand deposits at Cheyne
Bay, bas raised sufficient capital to pro-
duce a considerable amount of black sand
concentrates, which will be shipped from
Albany.

During Scptember, members of the
Secondary Industries Division visited this
State and were entertained by the Govern-
ment. They also discussed the problems at-
tendant upon secondary industrial de-
velopment in Western Australia with the
various persons concerned therein, as well
as with myself and the Director of Indus-

trial Development (Mr. Fernie). I think
they were favourably impressed by the
existing industrial development and the

prospects of further development and left
the State imbued with the idea that indus-
trially—and when I say industriaily, I
refer to the aspeet of the industrial worker
—Woestern Auwstralin was particularly well
served, mueh hetter scrved perhaps than
many of the other Stateg of the Common-
wealth. As regards the atlitude of the
Btate Government te any reasonable pro-
posal, I am sure they felt that it would re-
ceive very favourahle consideration.

At this stage T wish {0 express my thanks
for the eordinl assistance which, during the
seven months I have held this portfolio, has
been given to me by the Director and his
officers, Mr. Fernie was a wise choice for
this position. He undoubtedly has the in-
tevests of the development of the State
very much at heart. It was no easy task
for me to step into what was virtually an
unknown quattity, the Department of In-
dustrial Development, and obtain a reason-
ably elear and safficient understanding of
its ramifications in a period of six months
without the assistanee of a knowledgeable
and eapable officer. Tn that respect I found
Mr. Fernie filled the bill remarkably well,
and I do not hesitate to say that T am sure
in my own mind of his desire to further the
interests of the department to the utmost
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of his ability, and this applies to those
limited number of officers who work with
and under him.

Many other industrialists are, as I said,
making inquiries as to setting up in
Western Australin, For example, we have,
among cthers, one who contemplates re-
moving the whole of his machinery and
plant from Denmark or Sweden, T am not
sure which.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Denmark.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: e proposes to manu-

faeture Dicsel engines in this State, I
am not anticipating that that project
will fall through. Some little diffieulty

has arisen owing to restrictions on ex-
port from the country where the ma-
situnted amd the necessity
to evolve n method of extricating the pro-
prietor from the regulations which govern
the position. However, I think that matter
is in hand and I am hopeful that those
concerned will commence operations here.
I think they will bring with them a limited
number of workers experienced in the in-
dustry who, I take it, must be established
here in order to provide training for a
eonsiderable number of our own people.

We also have in hand the matter of manu-
fr:luring insceticides with -the idea of using
them in the destruction of our insect pesfs.
A panel has been set up for that purpose
from among officers of the Department of
Agricnlture and the Department of Indus-
trial Development, as well as from the people
interested in the manufacture of these insec-
ticides. Water meters are also to be manu
factored on a fairly large seale in the State.
It is expeected that two plants will be in-
stalled here, one by the Dobbie Dico Meter
Company {(W.A.) Ltd. and the other by
George Kent (W.A.) Ltd. These plants will
produee in the vicifmity of 11,000 meters up
to three inches per year. This production
will be in excess of the State’s requirements.
but an export market is assured, as hoth
companies have received numerous inquiries
from oversea for supplies.

The plywood industiy i1s makine econsid-
erable headway. The premises at Carlisle—
where the hig peeling machine received afier
much delay a remission of Customs dutv by
the Commonwealth Government—are doing
great work. T visited the premises with
the members of the Seeondary Industries

[88]

1755

Commission and was most interested to see
a large karri log, having been duly boiled
or softened by intense moisture and heat,
skinned for a considerable time, producing
as it were miles of veneer which finally be-
came the most heautiful fibre boards ove couid
possibly wish to see. The proprietors are
extending their activities sery considerably
in this direction. There is no doubt what-
ever that the establishment will continue for
a very considerable time and probably be
expanded beeause of the high quality of the
goods which it is producing.

The department continues te submit to
the Housing Commission recommendations
for permits for the erection of industrial
buildings. Conditions over the past winter
months have been diffieult. In seme in-
stances, althomgh the Housing Commission
did issue permits in accordance with the
recommendations, it was unable to imple-
ment them by making materials available.
We continue to impress on the Cormmission
the need to alloeate to industrial buildings
a proportion of available building materials
where the need is pressing, I am satisfied
that up-to-date negotiations between the
Department of Industrial Development and
the Housing Commission have been very
satisfactory. We must be careful not to
allow any industrial establishment to ex-
pend materials and labour unless it is abso-
lutely essential for the eontinued emplovment
of the people concerned in the industry that
the premises should be erected, because T
have no doubt whatever that the Housing
Cummission is justified in saying that ils
housing ecommitments should reeeive first
priority, except in essential cases in other
directions.

The department, with the assent of the
Trezsurer, made an offer to the Common-
wealth Government of £20,000 for the pur-
chase of the whole of the assets of the North
Fremantle shipping yards, including build-
ings, plant, machinery and stock. Mueh of
the stoek, inelyding timber, paint, steel, brass
fittines, ete,, which are searee in the State,
conld be disposed of with.advantage to our
loeal industries. It was hopned that the vre-
mises could be seenred and made use of in
a way similar to that in which the Welsh-
nool buildings were made use of, for the
further development of industrial estab-
lishments in the Fremantle area. The Com-
monwealth. however, despite the carefnl
valuation that had been made hy the officers
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of the department here, decided that £20,060
. was not enough and made a counter-offer
which reached us only ioday. 1 do not know
what the fate of that will be, although I am
bopeful that these premises and the material
in them will be acquired, because, alterna-
tively, it appears to me that the Common-
wealth Government will sell them at their
breakdown value. I hope that ean be obvi-
ated and that an agreement can be reached
in the nmear future. I do not think it would
be profitable for me at this stage to engage
the Committee further on this subject and I
have much pleasure in submitting the Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the Minister cover-
ing the other divisions in this general debate?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I did not propose to
touch on TFarmers' Debis Adjustment or
State insurance, unless questions were asked
by members to which I could afford replies.

Progress reported.

House ndjourned at 10.21 p.m.

Tiegislative Assembly.

Thursdav, ith November, 1947,

Questions : Milk, a8 to treatment licenses apjdied for
and to he granted

Co-operative Bnlk-hnm]linn
for taking over facilities

Northam Schools as to provision of water- ~cooling

Ltd,, as to terms

systems
Roys! Pert,h l-lospltal as to (-ompletmn and
opening 1757
Drunken motor :lrl\ers. as to lcgislatlon to In-

crease penalties ... 1757
RBilis : Companies Act Ameodment, returned o LT87
Town Planning and De\elopment Act Amend-
ment, returnad 1757
Commonwealth Powers Acf, 1043, Aancndmeut.
returned | 1757
Commonwealth Powers Atl‘ 1!115 Amendmenf
returned .. 1767
Iron and Steel Indusm. k. 1758
Gas (Standards), 20, 1758
Ypiversity of Weatern Awstralis Act Amendmeat, 1762
2R. . .
Factories and Shops ‘Act Amendment, 2g. 1764
Annusl Estimates, 1947-48, (‘om. of bupply H Yotes
and items discussed - o 1764

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers

[ASSEMBLY.)

QUESTIONS.
MILK.

As to Treatment Licemses Applied for
and (o be Gronted.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN (on notice} asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

{1) How-many trealment licenses for the
vear ecommencing the Ist July, 1947, have
been issued by the Milk Board in the exer-
cise of its powers under the Milk Actt

(2) To whom have such licenses heen
issued .

{3) What is the pumber of applications
for treatment liconses at present before the
Milk Board, and what are the names of the
persons or firms on whose behalf these ap-
plications have been made?

(4) How many treatment licenses. does
the Milk Board propose to grant for the
current year?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Four (4). )

{2) Brownes Ltd. at Charles-strect, North
Perth; Brownes Ltd. at Brunswick Junction;
R, M. Mounsey at 738 Albany-road, Vie-
toria Park; R. M. Mounsey at ‘Wagerup.

(3) Estate late G. E. Birkbeck (trustees
C. E. and K. W. Birkbeck), 3 Balfour-
street, Cottesloe; James Carrie, 164 Canning-
highway, South Perth; Albert George Con-
way, Albany-road, Gosnclls; William Della,
90 Mabel-street, North Ierth; Goldfields
Amalgamated Dairies, Pty. Ltd., Forrest-
road, Kalgoarlie; Grant Bros,, Albauy-road,
Cannington; Ideal Dairies Ltd., 149 South-
terrace, corner YPrice-sireet, Fremantle; C.
J. Kielman and Sons, 366 Albany-road, Vic-
toria Park; Estate. late James XKelly, 13
Pangbourne-street, Wembley; Martin Fran-
vis  Kilkenny, Seventh-road, Armadale;
Masters Dairy Pty. Ltd., 174 Hampden-road,
Hollywood; Masters Dairy Pty. Ltd.,, 158
Stirling-highwny, Claremont (previously A.
Dreyer); . J. Roberts and Co., 298 Sub-
urban-road, South Perth: Sheppard’'s Dairy,
118 Mary-street, Fremantle; Arthur Sinith,
119a Cambridge-street, Leederville; South-
West Co-Operative Dairy Farmers Lid., Lot
74, Roy-strect, Leederville; Westralian
IFarmers Litd, “Pascomi,” Stuart-street,
Perth; Charles Linton Wild, Canning-high-
way, Bicton; Alan James Fletcher, Firle
Tnairy, Kalgoorlie.

(4) This depends on the circumstances.



