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ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hion. H.
S. W. Pallrker M'Aetropolitan-Suburban) : 1
moIve:

That the 11ouse at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 11ts November.

Question pu1t and passed.

fiwrs, orlourned (it (US8 P.M.

'PrSisfatibz Assemhlv.
Wejinerclar, 51Ii Novembier, 1947.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p).m,. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

INFANT HEALTH CENTRE,
NORTHAM.

As to Staff and Re-Opening.

lion. A. R. G. HAWKE: (on notice)
asked the Minister representing the Minis-
ter foi Health:

(1) Is she aware that the 'Northamn Iu-
fat Health Centre has been closed
for many weeks because of no nurse
being available?

(2) What steps are being taken to have
the centre suitably staffed?

(3) When is the centre likely to be
reopened?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1) It has been closed for nearly five

weeks,

(2) Repeated advertisements and per-
sonal solicitation.

(3) As soon as a suitable nurse can be
secured.

HOUSING.

As qo Cscnderdin Allocation.

Hon. A. R. 0. IIAWKE: (on notice)
asked the Premier:

When is a start likely to be made in the
building of tile four houses recently allo-
catted to Cunderdin?

The PREMIER replied:

Steps are now being taken to acquire
suitable land and tenders will be called
when land has been secured.

TIMBER, IMPORTS.

As to lWestern Australia's Share.

Mr. KELLY (on notice) asked the
Minister for Forests:

(1) Figures released by the Pacific
Lumber Inspection Board disclose
that 4,800,000 ft. of lumber was
shipped to Australia from BAritish
Columbia during September; of this
footage what quantity was received,
or is due to arrive in Western Aus-
tralis.

(2) What timbers, and in what quanti-
ties, represented Western Australia's
share?

(3) Are these shipments regular?

(4) What was the total monthly footage
of all timbers received in .Western
Australia from overseas during
January, February, March, April,
May, June, 1947?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) As far as is known, none of the

timheK shipped from British Coltum-
bia during September was for direct
shipment to Western Australia.
Some quantities may reach this
State by purchase and re-shipment
from other States.

(2) There is no recognised quota systema
with regard to imports which would
set a ,figure for Western Australia's
share.
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(3) Opportunity for direct
from American to Wester
lien ports is very rare.

(4) Total timber imported ink
Australia of overseas origi
months in question has bei
lows, with about 50% in
of case timber-

January
February
-March
April
Nkly

June

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Mes84ges from the Lieut.-Gov
ceived and read notifying assent tc
lowing Bils:-

1, War Relief Funds Act Amnd
2, Milk Act Amendment.
~3, Mfain Roads Act (Funds A1

tion).
4, Western Australian Hush

Trust Act Amendent-
5Supply (No. 2), £3,100,000.

BILL-WESTERN AUSTRAIA
ERNMENT TRAMWAYSA

FERRIES.

Message-

Message from the Lieut.-Goves
ceived and read recommending ar
tion for the purposes of theyRill.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READI

1, Factories and Shops Act Anic
Introduced by the Minister for

2, University of Western Austr
Amendment.

:3, Constitution Acts Amendment
Introduced by the Attorney Ge

BILL-INDUSnRY (AD VANC

Third Reainag.

THE PREMIER (Hfun. D. 1R. Mc
M1urray-Wellington) [4.40]:_ I mov

That the Bill be now read a third

1717

shipment Yesterday I promised that before the third
* Austra- rending stage of this measure I would obtain

an opinion from the Crown Solicitor in re-

Western gard to the point raised by the member for
a for the Fremnan tie, who desired to know whether the
en as fol- provisions of the Bill did not conflict
'the form with Section 91 of the Commonwealth Con-

stitution. I propose to read the comments
Super I have received from the Solicitor General,
feet. as follwsT
3t,500 - 1. Section 91 of the Commonwealth Con-

- stitution does not appear ever to have received
any interpretation from the High Clourt of

786,800 Australia, and the only comments upon the
14600 section which I have found in law books are

294,800 those in Quick and Garrnn on the Annotated
237,100 Constitution of the Australian Commonwealth

which deals with the section at pp. 840 to 843.
- This authority claims that section 91 is dir-

1,336,800 eeted only against a granting by a State of
- bounties which nmy be used to create unfair

and unfedleral competition with the trade of
another State, particularly by subsidising the
production or export of goods so that such

ernor re- goods wany be sold at a lower price than in
0the fol- other States.

2. The Bill for the Industry (Advances)
iment. Act provides merely for financial assistance by

way of loan repayable by the borrower, and is
dlirected. purely to the dlevelopment of the

)propria- resources of the State, and in no way will
enable the borrower to produce or export

Nrig goods at ML lower price than lie otherwise
Nrig could.

3. Section 91 commences;. "Nothing in this
Constitution prohibits a State,)' and is there-
fore in the nature of an exception to other
pro)visions of thec Constitution relating to inter-

NGOV- state free trade. The histbry of the section
ND shows that in all the eaily drafts it was ex-

pressed as a proviso to Section 90, which
latter section expressly, removes from the
States the power '"to grant bounties on the

gjor re- production or export of goods," and does not
mention the word "aid."

ipropria- 4. For the above reasons, I consider that

there is nothing in the Industry (Advaices~
Bill which is contrary to Section 91 Of the

ffG. Commonwealth Constitution.
5i. Even if this opinion should be Wrong I

adment. should point out that the Industry (Advances)

Lahou4 Bill is no more an "aid'' to the production
or export Of goods than the Industries Assis-

aI Act tance Act, 1915, the validity of which has
never been queried, nor has any complaint

(No. 5). been made by the Commonwealth Attorney
General. If the word "aid" in Section 91

nerel. should mean "any financial aid whatever"
(and I do not think it dloes), the seetion has

ES). in the past, been honoured in the breach.

That is the opinion of the Solicitor General.
I have shown it to my colleagues, the At-

3Larty- torney General and the Minister for Edu-
c- cation, and they both agree with it. As

Itime, pointed out by the Solicitor General, the
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Commonwealth Attorney General has never
taken any action in regard to the Act itself
and I understand that similar legislation has
been enacted in every Parliament in Aus-
tralia, so I feel that the Bill is in order and
I hope that the House will agree that it is.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL- RURAL AND INDUSTRIES
BANK ACT AMENDMENT.

Head a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Order Discharged.

On motion by Honl. F. J1. S. Wise, Order
discharged.

BELL-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACTAMENDMENT (No. 1).

Council's message,

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments now con-
sidered.

In Commnittee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister for
Local Government in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL G0OV-
EHNMENT: I move-

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amenldments made by the Council.
On the last occasion when the matter was
before the Committee, members were unani-
mous on the subject, and I do not propose
to ask for any alteration of that point of
view at this stage.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

As..emblq's Request for Oonference.

The MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT: I move-

That the Council be requested to grant a
c-onference on the amendments insisted upon
by the Vouneil, and that the managers for the
A ssembly be the member for Kalgoorlie, the
member for Middle Swan and the mover.

Question put and passed and a message
aecordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [4.50]:-
There has been quite a deal of talk, discus-
sion and argument on this Bill, but I do
not propose to delay the House long with
the few observations that I have to make.
I do not like the Bill or the overall picture
it presents. I do not like the details of it
or the manner in which it was piresented.
I do not like the time of its presentation
and generally, from those remarks, the
House will gather that I am not in favour
of the Bill. When I Listened to the counsel
for the defence last night-who apparently
thought that he had to come to the help at
his fellow 'Minister in replying to the de-
bate-the thought struck mne that it is no
wonder juries become bamboozled.

Never have I heard a worse example of
a man trying to prove that black was white
than when the Attorney General attempted,
lost night, to prove that what was a very
good thing~ when he was in Opposition was
something that could not be contemplated
now, when lie is on the ministerial side of
tile House. Certainly excuses can he made
for the Attarney General. Apparently he
had mnislaid his brief, with which he ira'
not too familiar, and not thinking he would
have to defend himself on a subject of this
nature, it seems he was quite unprepared.
When he looks back on his long Parliament-
ary career he will certainly not regard the
speech he made last night as one of its
highlights.

The Attorney General : I am like the
boy-scouts, always prepared.

Mr. RODOREDA: I would not like to
have the Attorney General defending niv
-if I were indicted on a criminal chuarge--
if that is an example of his preparation.
Great play has been made, by some speakers
during the debate, on the fact that the Radl-
way Department is one of the weakest of
our departments. I agree with that, bilt
we should examine the position and find out
why it is so. I would ascribe as the reason
the fact that it has been practically out of
the control of either the Government or the
Minister. It is the only department that
is in that position. Surely it cannot be a
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coincidence that this department is practic-
ally outside ministerial control, while all
the other departments are so controlled.
Surely it cannot be a coincidence that this
,department is the weakest. I think the Bill
is a move entirely in the wrong direction.
I would far sooner have seen a Bill brought
before the House along the lines of that
brought down last year by the then Mini-
ster for Railways.

It astounds mec to see Ministers of the
Crown coining here, year after year,' and
deriding themselves and members by sa ying
that we are not capable of administering a
Oterament department. It is only be-
littling members. in the eyes of the public
when we talk about political control as if
it were something to be avoided. Why on
earth should we avoid political control? For
the life of me I cannot fathom the trend
of that argument. We have been sent here
by the people to govern the country and
make laws for it, and to say that political
control of an y Government activity is ball
seems so absurd that no reasonable man
would give it consideration. Why do we
not apply the same argument to all the other
Oovernnment departinents'T

If political control is had for the Railway
Department, why is it not had for the Public
Works Department, or any other depart-
-ment? I cannot sce the force of the argu-
ment at all. It is thle same as the popular
cry about power polities. Are not all
politiesj power politics? No Government
can carry out its programme or do anything
worth-while uless it has the power of num-
bers. We have heard a lot of absurdities
about political control, and I think it is
time that myth wasj exploded. The people at
least have control of Parliament, but no
control whatever over departments that
Parliament does not control. I therefore
think the Bill is a move in the wrong direc-
tion altogether. I think that is the reason
why the Railway Department has proved
throughout the years to be the weakest de-
partment of all. We are now told that the'
undertaking is so huge and complex, so be-
yond the rnie of one man's capacity to
look after it, that we miust have five people
to maniage it.

When we get down to essentials the Rail-
way Department is merely a transport ser-
vice, and I do not think we want a man
with superman qualities, added to a touch

of the Archangel Gabriel-or something of
that nature-to run the railway service. I
do not think it is nearly as complex as we
have been led to believe throughout the
years in this Parliament. A-fter all, the
job of the railway service is simply to pro-
vide transport, and once the organisation
is in being the same things are done week
after week, month in and month out. I
believe the Director of Public Works has
ai far more onerous and responsible job than
that of any Commissioner of Railways,
either here or elsewhere, yet we do not talk
about a directorate for that department.

There arc very few problems for a Com-
missioner of Railways to solve once the
organisation is in being. There is no-res-
son at all why we should have a board,
and particularly sucb a board as is out-
lined in the Bill, representing conflicting
'interests, to run our railways. We all know
of big commercial undertakings that are
run by one man-the Broken Hilt Pty. Ltd.,
Imperial Chemical Industiis, and huge re-
tail establishments such as M1yers-although
they present far more complex problems
than are met with in our railway system.
Yet we are asked to agree to a bord of
five men to run the railways--a little tin-
pot railway system such as we have in this
State. I eannot sce the force of it, at all,
and particularly when we are asked to put
in as chairman a man who must he an en-
ginieer. I think that is wlmre we have made
a "bloomer" in the last few years, with
our Commissioner of Railways.

The man who should be in charge-if he
is to be a railwa~y man at-all-is a man
conversant wvith traffic problems. That is
th0 problem of the railways-to keep the
traffic moving; not engineering problems.
Anyone who knows the railways knows that
an engineer in a railway system gets no
experience whatever iii engineering. All
an engineer in the Railway Department has
to do is to keep the permanent way in good
order-nothing else. Until a few years ago
our Railway Department did not even con-
struct its own lines, that work being don6
for it by the Public Works Department. I
say, without much fear of contradiction, that
a reasonably efficient foreman 'could do all
the engineering work required in a per-
manent railway system such as we have in
th-_s State. I think an engineer is the wrong
type of- man to have in charge either as
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commissioner or as chairman of the board
of directors.

The man we want is one familiar with
traffic problem. I would instance the Chief
Traffc Manager who has graduated through
the service and as district superintendent.
He is solely concerned with traffic problems.
All other probkems of the department are
ancillary to the running of the traffic. An
engineer has to keep the permanent way in
order, just as anlother officer has to deal
with the electrical side and keep the signal-
ling system in order and The Chief Mechaini-
eel E nginieer has to keep the workshops run-
ning so as to maintain repairs. The Chief
Traffic Manager is the man who has to
*volve the timetables and he must possess
*rganising ability to meet problems as they
arise in connection with the transport of
goods and passengers.

If we could have a man of that type as
chairmana of the board, he would be able.
to cope with the needs associated with the
problem of running the traffic. An engineer
en th, railways has no wore to do with
traffic problems than I have. The present
Commissioner of Railways learnt his busi-
ne'S Since he has been in his present posi-
tion, and I make hold to state that before
he was appointed as Commissioner he had
very little knowledge of the problems as-
sociated with traffic.

lion. E. Hf. IT. Hall: Your Government
appointed him!

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not care who ap-
pointed him. I say that the wrung type of
man was appointed to the commissionership.

lion. E. If. H. Hall: I agree with you.
Ar. ROI)OREDA: I know that the pre-

senut Commissioner has dcne a very good job
under very difficult conditions. He has had
to bear the heat and burden of the day
throughout the depression and had to deal
with the problems that arose during the
;vnr years. le and his staff have done a
pretty fair Job, froml an outsider's point
of view, considering nll the difficulties they
have to contend with. Last night the At-
torney General stressed the urgency of get-
ting the Bill through promptly. Aeeordiijg
to his statement, it is a matter of life an'd
death to pass the legislation quickly.

1ion. F. 'T. 5. Wise: Which is just non-
$swe.

MAr. ItODOREDA: According to the At-
torney General, it was a matter of life and
death to get the Bill passed through
promptly.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And in the next
breath he said that its proclamation would
be delayed and that it might he months
before that was done.

Mr, ROIDOREDA: If it -were -ever pro-
claimed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Yes.

3fc RODORED.A: The Attorney Genera'
failed to point out why it was so urgent.

The Attorney General: There is the wheat
harvest,

Mr. RODOREDA.: All right! We ap-
point a board as soon as the Bill is passed
-and immediately the problem of the trans-
port of the wheat harvest is ended! Did the
Attorney Genkeral think we would believe
that? Does he believe it himself?

lon. F. J. S. Wise: Of course he does
not..

Mr. ItODOREDA: Certainly not, It was
the weakest argument I have ever heard the
Attorney General put up in this House.

Roil. A. A. All. Coverley: It was too silly
for words.

.,%r. RODOREDA: If we appointed a
board and could conjure out of thin air
100 locomotives and 3,000 or 4,000 freight
wagons, the problem of transporting the
harvest would certainly be solved, but that
end would not hle achieved -merely with the
appoint~ment of a board under this measure.
It would Ifve no more effect on the tramis-
port of the -harvest than if the Bill had
never been brought before the H1ouse at all.

_1r. Marshall: Quite true.
Mr. RODORtEDA: Does the Attorney

General believe that the board of directors.
if appoinuted, could reorganise the transporta-
tion oif the harvest any better than the lpre-
s:ent. Cormissionerf Of course he does not.
THn knows very well that we do not take
any heed of i 9 argument an that score.
As a matter of fact, there is no urgency
in connection with the Bill-none whatever.
The appointment of all the boards in the
world, wvith 50 members and 50 engineer-;
with knowledge of railway construction,
would niot affect the position in the slightest.
The only thing, that will affect the position
of the railway system is the supplying of
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,.ufficient plant to enable the department to
do its job.

A, superman could do very little more
with the present plant than the Commis-
sionrer and his staff are doing today. It
is ridiculous to suppose that with plant cap-
able of transporting 4,000 tons a week, we
can translport 6,000 tons. It just cannot
be done. That is the position of the rail-
ways, and it will require the expenditure
of millions and the passage of seven or
eight years before we can get the system
back to anything approaching the state of
efficieney that is requisite to cope with the
work it has to undertake. Apart from the
inadequacy and scarcity of the rollingstock
and its state of disrepair, the road-bed has
deteriorated to such an extent that I should
say quite 60 per cent, of it needs relaying
and it is a miracle to me how tha engine-
drivers can drive their trains without serious
accidents. The Bill will do nothing 'whatever
to remedy the position of the railway
system.

I was amuised to hear some of the memi-
bers speaking on the Government side of
the House and claiming they had to bring
down the Bill because they had been given
a mnandat& by the electors. Never before
have I heard so much foolishness. Here -we
have a Government composed of a hotch-
potch of Parties and Independents. The
Government has no majority and relies on
two Independents to keep it in office. Then
its members come here aind tell us. in all
sincerity that they hove a mandate to do
this because it was mentioned ill the Policy
Speech! Was this matter mentioned in the
Policy Speech of the member for Victoria
Park?

Mr, Fox: lie did not have.a policy!

Mr. lIODORFEDA: Was it mentioned in
the Policy Speech of the member for May-
landsq They are the members of whom we
hare to take notice with regard to their
policies-not members of the Country and
Democratic Party or the'National Party, be-
cause they have not a majority.

Mr.. Fox: There is nio 'National Party-
now.

Mr. RODOREDA: What does it call it-
self now?

Mr. Fox: I know what it called itself
yesterday!

Mr. RODOREDA: However, that does
not make any difference to the point I was
making. It does not matter what memnbers
opposite call themselves.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is 'wkat other
people call thenm that matters.

Mr. ROD OREDA: It is a very foolish
claim when Government members say they
were given a mandate, becsase they simply
did not get one. H1ad the Government a
majority of eight or ten members, it nould
be a differenj~ proposition altogether. Tire
introduction of the Bill on the score of the
mandate they claim, rests on a particularly
weak basis. I hope the Minister sad the
Government will give serious consideration
to the point I have made regarding the
choice of a man experienced in reaming
traffic. for the position of chairmn of the
board, rather than that he should be an
engineer. We have had enough of these
engineers. Their training precludes them
from being good organisers. Particularly
dloes that apply to the training of an engi-
near in the Railway Department beoaune he
gets no experience whatever in running
traffic or organising the job. These poinlts
repr2sent the main reason why I took part
in this debate.

MR. HEGNEY (P"ilbara) [5.10] : I pro-
pose to offer a few comments on the Bill
and shall confine myself to its main pro-
visions. It is not my intention to make a
speech that would be more appropriate on
the :Railway Estimates. Having studied the
Bill, I find that two main priiiples are in-
volved. Dealing first with the less important
of the two, I ani'very pleased that the ac-
counats of the Railway Department arc to be
subject to the ijurisdiction of the Auditor
General, who will be entitled to audit the
books annually or whenever he considers
appropriate. Personally, I think all Gov-
ernarent instrunmentalities should be subject
to a similar provision. I do not believe-
the "Minister will find any member of the
Opposition in conflict with that proposal.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It was in our Bill
of last -year, word] for -word.

My. HEGNEY: The other provision of
a1 major character seeks to revoluationise the
manag~ement of the State railway system.
A number of members have already spoken
and I must needs reiterate some of the
point.; that have been submitted but I shall
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(to so in as brief a manner as possible.
While the thought is paramount in my mind,
what I would like the 'Minister to do when
he replies to the debate, should he intend
to do so, is to explain to the House, de-
finitely and clearly, just what the functions
(of the five commissioners will be. Accord-
ing to the Bill one of those officials must
he an engineer. What type of engiucer'
must he bet Is he to he a civil engineer,
a marine engineer, an electrical engineer or
of what type? We would lik e to have that
point cleared up.

Then, more particularly with the three
commissioners who are to represent various
organisations, will they carry out full. time
duties or will be they brought in at dif-
ferent periods for consultation? What will
their powers he? Will their powers he
4equal to those of the chairman of the hoard?
We w~uld like somec clarification of that
point. The Bill also sets out with regrard
to some of the commissioners that when they
reach 65 years of age they will he no longer
eligible for appointment. Why does not
that restriction apply to the other commis-
-joners? Will the Minister give the House
Mpcfme information regarding that phasc9 I
miay be in opposition to some of moy col-
leagues when I say I believe the railways
(ot this State should be controlled by a
board of management. One-man con-
trot may he all right in some
instances, but I believe that the conditions
obtaining in connection with our railway
.yitem warrant the setting up of a hoard
of management in one form or another.
I do not believe that five members are
niecessary and my own opinion is that a
board of three would be ideal.

Fu common with the member for Roe-
bourn, I am not wedded to the proposal
that an engineer must be appointed as a
member of the hoard; but, on the other
hand, I would not say that because a man
happened to be an 'engineer he should be
precluded from any such appointment. My
opin ion is that if the Government could
obtain the services of a person with vast
exjperienee in handling traffic, and transport
problems together with those of a man
hand-picked from the business COM-
munity, one with organising ability,
and then allow the workers in the
industry to select one of their number for
appointment, a board so constituted would

be ideal to control the railway system.
Before I deal with that aspect in dertail I
would say, without any equivocation whdt-
ever, that the management of the railways
should in the final analysis he subject to
both ministerial and parliamentary con-
trol, and this should be set out clearly in
the parent Act. I shall not labour that
point, as it has been stressed by other mem-
hers. We should not take any notice of the
argument, which is used outside Parlia-
meat, that any instrumntality should not
be subject to political control, because when
a State undertaking is responsible to a Min-
ister, the Minister in turn is respot-sible
to Parliament, the members of which are
the elected representatives of the people.

As to the appointment of members to
the board of management, I have indicated
timt in my opinion three would be the ap-

roptilate number. If ther-a are live mem-
hiers, as set out in the Bill, a certain
amount of partisanship will be shown, prob-
ably unconsciously, but nevertheless it will
be there. I have no wish to refer in detail
to another Bill the second reading of whichI
has been moved, but I notice that in the
Bill relating to the tramways and ferries
provision is niade for the appointmneit of
three comintssioners. The Government
would be well advised to reconsider its at-
titude to the membership of the board pro-
posed by the Bill now before the House.
I emphiasise that point because the workers
should have representation on the manage-
ment of the railways and for that reason
there should hr more than one commis-
sioner.

From my experience in discussing rail-
way problemns-and I think members will
agree with me in this; it does not matter
how much th position is camouflaged-
there is an absence of goodwill and co-
operation between the management of the
railways and the wages, workers, and in-
deed the salary workers. I have spoken to
a number of people on this subject, which
was mentioned I think by the member for
Brown Hill-vanhoe. Thiere is a certain
amount of apathy and indifference existing
-from the top to the bottom of the depart-
ment, I make no exception whatever. I
know -that that apathy and indifference
have been aecentudted by the strenuous
period through which this and the other
States of the Commonwealth passed during
World War 11. But it has also been aceen-
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tuated by the lack of amenities, lack of
equipment, lack of tools and lack of up-
to-date locomotives. Everyone will agree
with that statement.

I am sorry the Government has not seen
fit to appoint a second commissioner, a third
commissioner or a workers' representative on
the management committee of the railways
in past years. We must take the human ele-
ment into account and have regard for
human values if we are to make the rail-
ways pay. We must enlist the full co-
operation and goodwill of the workers in
the various branches of the service through-
out the length and breadth of the State. I
know that the enftinedrivers have not stopped
wvork in a period of about 25) years; from
my knowledge of the conditions under which
they work and the class of locomotives they
are obliged to drive, the wonder to me is
that they have not downed tools long ago.
A measure of appreciation is due to the
enginedrivers for the way in which they have
worked under almost insurmountable diffi-
culties.

In some instances an engine is brought in
f rom the. track which is not fit to go on
the track again, but the inspectors have
not been able to decide definitely whether
it is fit or not. The enginedrivers therefore
tiepeptedl the risk and took the engine out.
These are matters needing adjustment. I
stress the point that a representative of the
workprs; should be on the management com-
mittee. If the right man were selected f .rom
the personnel or the railwvay organisations,
then, wvhen any industrial matter arose which
needed adju4ment, it could he handled with-
out any backing and filling and thus a stop-
page of work would be obviated. If an
industrial dispute arose, or if the men in
ny branch of the railway' s had a grievance.
the fnnetion of that commissioner would be
to interview the men personally, or their
elected representative, and have the whole
matter ironed out. Thus the goodwill which
is so essential to the smooth working of
the railways would be maintained.

I have been a member of the States Dis-
putes Committee of the Australian Labour,
Party for some 15 years, and in my negotia-
tions, in conjunction with other members of
the Disputes Committee, on any railway dis-
pute that has occurred, I found the man-
agement. of the railways and the representa-
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tiv~s of the railway organisations seemed to.
be as far apart as the poles. There was
no give and take, not even reason In some
cases. We cannot expect trains to run on
time, nor can we expect the efficiency which
is so necessary, unless there is complete
goodwill and co-operatioa on the part of
the railway workers as a whole. What I
have said applies also to the traffic branch
to a certain extent. It is not my intention
to make a long speech. I rose to stress
the fact that in my view three commissioners
art! necessary.

Some of my colleagues may hold the view,
that one-man control should be continued.
In that case, I believe that, unless he is
a superman, we shall still have the same
lack of cohesion, lack of understanding and
lack of co-operation between the men who
are doing the job and those who are respons-
ible for the administration of the railways.
I hope the 'Minister in charge of the Bill
and other members of the Government will
seriously consider a reduction in the num-
ber of commissioners and give it a trial.
If it is found in three years' time or five-
years' time that an increase in the number
is warranted, the law will not be unalter-
able; but I believe that if we substitute.
three commissioners for one-man control we
will be doing something that will benefit the
railway system. If in later ycari- it is found
necessary to increase the number of the
commissioners, no doubt steps (-all be taken
to eff .ect the alteration.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(lion. H. S. Seward-Pingelly-in reply)
[5.23]: Before hearing the speeches of the
last two members, I thought there might be
something left for me to reply to, but I
think an effective reply has been made by
them. They have given ample evidence why
this Bill should be passed. Both testified
to thq hopeless position the railways are in.
The member for Piltara told the House
quite cearly why a ;vorkers representative
should be on the board. Had he given a
little more consideration to the matter, he
could, with equal force and clarity, have
said why there should be the other two
cOmmissioners for whom provision has been
made in the Bill. The main opposition to
the Bill is that it was brought in while the
Royal Commission was investigating the
railway system. I think that is a just query,
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I go further and say that were it not for
the chaotic condition of the railways-I say,
without the slightest hesitation, were it not
for the hopeless condition of the railways-
the Bill would not have been brought in.
But matters cannot he allowed to go on as
they are.

.Last year large quantities of superphos-
phate had to he carted by road and we
shall probably have to cart double the quan-
tity this year by road. It would not sur-
prise me if half the harvest had to be
brought down by road, because the rail-
ways will be unable to transport it all. Can
we allow the railway system to go on in
that way, not working to a third of its
capacity and knowing that it will drift into
a Still worse condition? If ever there waA
a complete and thorough denunciation of
the past management of the railways, that
denunciation was made by the members of
the previous Government. They were in
office and in charge of the railways for 20
years out of 23. They have made that de-
nunciation during this debate.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We did not have
charge of them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Didn't you? You cannot get away with
that I

Mr. Rodoreda: How is a hoard going to
affect that position?

The MINISTER FOR. RAILWAYS:
The circumstances of the railways demand
a chne of control as rapidly as possible.

lion. A. IL. Panton: A change in the
Administration.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not going to say, as was claimed, that if
we pass this Bill andl appoint a board we
will wake up the next morning and find
everything all right. That would he too
great a stretch of the imagination. No-one
would be so foolish as to imagine that any
great change could be broug-ht about in the
orgauiisation of the railways under a period
of years. We know perfectly well that ive
have to overcome the cumulative effect of
20 years' neglect, and that it will take some
considerable time. to make improvements.

If members will study the Royal Corn-
missioner's interim report on thle Midland
Junction workshops they will find that he
recommends a five-year programme to bring
thie Midland Junction Workshops up to a

state of efficiency as a going concern. Good-
ness knows what the Royal Commissioner
may recommend in his final report!I Members
need not have the slightest concern about
the Government giving consideration to his
report. It will be given earnest and care-
ful consideration. I repeat what the At-
torney General said last night, that this
Bill wvill come into force by proclamation
and it certainly -will not he proclaimed until
we have received that report.

Mr. Hoar: Why do you not wait for it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Because we cannot afford to. The board is
not the only thing wrong with the railways.
I can assure the hon. member that
if ire miss this opportunity of passing the
Bill then nothing can be done in the matter
for another 12 months. I know that mrm-
hers have suggested we could have a sum-
mer session. Yes, we could, but a summer
session is not easily arranged. After all,
we would have to justify calling Parliament
together and arranging for the attendance of
the necessary staff during summer merely
to pass one Bill. I think it was said, "Why
pass the Wheat Bill when we already have
a Federal Actl" It was pointed out that
we may not ever have to use the measure,
hut we passed it as a precaution so that if
the necessity arose it could he used. That
is exactly what we are doing in connection
n itl1 this Bill.

We want to have the necessary power
when thle House is not sitting to give ef-
feet to the Royal Commnissiou's report if
it should favour the kind of inanagement
set out in the Bill. I have not the faintest
idea what the Royal Commission will re-
commend: it is perfectly free to make any
recommendation it thinks, fit, but if it does
favour this4 forni of management we shall
not have to wait for 12 nionthis to start
putting the railways in the condition in
which they should be. The position at pre-
sent with respect to the harvest is that
there is ai continuous rush of truvks, from
one part to another.

I have just spoken to a member ini the
corridor who asked mne why trucks could
not he provided for timber. Trucks -will
have to be rushed out for tlmt timber. Aq
soon as that is done there will be a demand
for trucks for superphosphate. That is the
present position. There i,4 no possible hope
of carrying the freight that is offering.
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Opposition members say that the Treas-
urer would take serious note of any attempt
to take away the control of railway ex-
penditure and that he would hold us re-
sponsible for the inefficient management
of the railway system. As I say, we are
not in a state to take advantage of the
freight that is offering and have to pass
it over to road transport. An amount of
£6,000 was spent in getting super out to
the country last year. I do not know how
much will be spent this year. We are
fortunate that wheat will not be a burden
on the growers; but it will be lost revenue
to the department. We have to take cog-
nisance of these things in view of the
alarming condition of our railway finances.

Mr. Styants: Did you not lift the road
restrictions on wool when the Commissioner
said he could shift the wool?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, I did not. I received an urgent tele-
gram from IKatanning saying there were
600 hales of wool awaiting shipment. The
liailway Department advised that it could
shift them. The particular gentleman who
sent the telegram came here, and I had his
assurance that there were 600 bales, and
they could not be shifted. Consequently,
the embargo was lifted until the wool was
moved. I san too keen to get traffic
for thle railways to lift any embargo on
road transport unless it is well justified.

Mr. Styants: The railway officials said,
two days after you lifted it, that they were
able to shift the wool.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am, not surprised at that.

Mr. Styants: It was in "The West Aus-

The 'MINISTE;1i FORl RAILWAYS:
t can give it to the hon. member in black
and white over the signature of an officer
of the department. I am not saying that
the officers didi not say so, but what they
said was absolutely false. I investigated
the matter. I got in touch with the broker
concerned, and other brokers, and they as-
sured me that the wool was there. In ad-_
dition. I got a wire to the same effect from
the Kojonup branch of the Farmers' Ulnion,
and another from Nyabing., As I have men-
tioned, had the Bill not been introduced,
we would have been in the hopeless posi-
tion of having to wait until the House met

in 12 months' time before we could do any-
thing to alter the set-up of the railways.

It was stated that it is proposed to per-
petuate some of the present personnel in
control of the railways. All I can say is
that it is one of the usual figments of
imagination of the hon. member who made
the statement. I admit that he road from
a paper, a report that I had made some
statement to that effect.

Air. Marshall: It was in "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 111h June last.

The MINISTEIR FOR RAILWAYS: I
thought it was in "The Daily News." I
corrected the report at the time. The re-
porter must have gained a wrong impres-
sion li-em what I said.

Mr. Marshall: I will give it to you again
in Committee. You denied the statement

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes;,
and I do now. I give the member for Mur-
chison the assurance, if he wants it, that
there are no preconceived persons for these
particular positions. Again, it was stated
that I was wrong to place a techni-
cat man in charge. I disagree. Some
people may think it is wrong. I am of the
contrary opinion. Whether an engineer, a
transport or a traffic man is to be in charge
i% something to be decided in the future.
The main qualification is business or admin-
istrative ability. If it is found that n
engineer possesses this qualification more
than does a transport or a traffic man, then
he would probably be the better man to he
in charge because he has; so much engineer-
ing work to isupervise. We have our
mechanical engineer, and our civil engineer,
and if we had an enrineer in charge he
would be able to supervise their work.

Mr. Styants: I do not think he would have
much, time to do that if he were looking
after the rest of the job.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: He
would have the general supervision of the
engineering proj ects. They would all have
to go before him. If the officer in charge
is to'be a railway man, he must come from
eitlnr the engineering, transport or traffi"
branch. We have provided that any one of
these men may be appointed, so that who-
cver has the best administrative ability can
be chosen for the position. If an engineer
is chairman, it is necessary that the traffie
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or transport branch should be represented.
On the other hand, if a transport man is,
chairman, he should have an engineer work-
ing with him.

Mr. Rodoreda: All the work the engineers
will have to do will be pulling up The -rail-
way lines.

The MIRNISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There may he some which could well be
pulled up, but there is much more than
that to be done. Then there are the other
appointments, to which the member for Pit-
hera did not refer. He said that in his
opinion there should be an employee on the
mrjnagement. I thoroughly agree. One of
tlie first things I found, when I went to the
office was the gulf he mentions which exists,
between the management and the employees.
There is not the slightest doubt that thc
sooner that gulf between the twc? sections
is overcome, the sooner we will get better
working. The employees' representative on
flhe board will be able to represent their
411iiiculties more prominently to the manage-
ment because be will be sitting on equal

ems with the others. That must tend'
lo the benefit of the railways generally.
I come now to the other two representatives,
- ose of the primary producers and the comn-
.:ereial interests. The primary producers

hare, for years, beens complaining about thep
ra ilways.

Only the other day a case was brought
fn my notice. A man took some lambs to
the railways to be sent to Perth, but the
* nicks were so disgustingly filthy that he
refused to load them. He brought them
down by road transport. That is not ani
isolated ease. A primary producer's repre-
rentative on the board of management would
--ve that the proper type of truck was built.
In the past the railways hove many. times
provided vehicles to convey traffic, and they
have been totally unsuited for the work.
I bad a lot of trouble in connection with
butter at Bunbury, simply because the
trucks sent down were quite unsuitable. A
track was at a temperature of 90 degrees
-when it was sent to bring butter to Perth.
By the time the butter reached Perth it wats
running out of the boxes. Is 'that fair
treatment to give to the primary producers
and those in the hotter factory who pro-
duced a first grade article?

Mr. )Hoar: Cannot you alter that without
appointing a directorate?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
has not all been altered yet.

Mr. Hoar: You must take more control
yourself .

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
addition, there is the question of the fruit
industry. I do not know mu -ch about fruit,
hut I was iavited to a fruitgrowers' con-
ference and the same complaint was made.
Apples were railed in open trucks, with tar-
paulins.to cover them. They got burnt owing
to the heat under the tarpaulins, end they
were covered in dust. The apples were
seriously injured so far as export was con-
cerned. We have some louvred trucks in
which to transport apples in a proper way-
I do not say we have enoughi-and if there
were a producers' representative on the
board he would see that those vehicles were
made available in order to handle the traffic
efficiently.

Take the matter of the commercial in-
terests. One has only to look through the
"Weekly Notice" to see the position relat-
ing to damaged goods. Farm machinery ar-
rives at its destination with a wheel or a
front carriage broken, or maybe some other
part. Do members mean to tell me that a
representative of tho commercial interests
would not take measures to prevent that sort
of thing? Of course he wohld. That is one
reason why they should be represented on
the board. It has been said, that we do not
provide for a representative of the Cham-
ber of Manufactures. I am not fussy whe-
ther it is the Chamber of Manufactures or
the Chamber of Commerce that is repre-
sented. I had a hurried glance at some of
the amendments on the notice paper, and
I will be perfectly agreeable to include the
Chamber of Manufactures so that there will

ea representative from one or other of
the organisations.

A page of each issue of the "Weekly
Notice" is used to advertise the goods that
are lost. The other day a widow, with a
child, went into the country to teach at one

.of our schools. A fortnight later her mother
sent her bicycle up with a bag of parts.
The parts arrived, but the bicycle has not
been seen from that day to this. No-one
takes responsibility. If we had a commer-
cial representative he would isee that re-
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sponsibility in such matters was taken by
someone. It has been stated, during the
debate, that it is all very well for Ministers
of the present Government to criticise the
Jack of expenditure and the past method;
of maintaining in first-class condition the
railway system of Western Australia. It
would be eay to improve our plant, which
the previous Government had planned to do
by spending £4,750,000.

It is nice to know that the late Govern-
ment planned to spend that sum, but it
would be nicer to know that it planned to
do so about 10 or 12 years ago. We might
then have been able to prevent some of the
shocking deterioration which has taken
place, and which is gradually getting worse.
I thought I had some idea of the lack of
efficiency in the department, but I did not
know the state the railways were in until
I came into office. The previous Admin-
istration must take the responsibility. Dur-
ing the time 1 have been in the House-
about 15 years-I have, on four separate
occasions, moved for a Royal Commission
to inquire into the railways, but each time
the then Government opposed and defeated
my motion. I also moved a motion when
the present Commissioner was appointed,
and that again was defeated. The Party
sitting opposite has to take full responsi-
bility. It has been in office for 20 years
out of the last 23. It is no use saying, as
one member said, that we should not blame
any Government, but that all past Govern-
ments must take the responsibility. Well,
-we will take responsibility for three years
and the Patty opposite must be responsible
for the remaining 20.

Mr. May: Do you not think the war and
the depressibn had something to do with it?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: For-
get about the war.

Mr. Marshall: We will remind you of the
wvar and some of its after-effects, before
very long.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
war did not prevent the Government of
which the hon. member was a member, from
providing proper habitation for the em-
ployees of this department, as was men-
tioned, I think, by the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe. The shocking conditions under
which the railway employees live beggar
description. I visited a few of their dwell-
ings the other day and when I wrote to the

Commissioner I said that I could only de-
scribe them 'as hovels. Did the war prevent
any improvements being made in that direc-
tion between the years 1930 and 19381

Mr. Marshall: There was not a solitary
penny to spend.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
that time there were surpluses. We were
told ot the great achievements that had been
made. Tb ere were surpluses in five years
while the unfortunate employees were liv-
ing in the condition that I have mentioned.

Mr. Marshall: The sympathy they will
get from you will be very little.

Thu MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They will get more sympathy from us dur-
ing the next three years than they got fromn
the hon. member's Government.

Mr. Marshall: You opposed every goddamn
thing we brought in!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When the member for Murchison was speak-
ing, I did not interrupt, and I ask him to
give mne a chance to reply.

Mr. Marshall: I will reply to you later.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That will be the hon. member's right and
I will not interrupt. It has been suggested
that many millions of money are to be
written off the debt of the railways. There
is no suggestion in the Bill. There is pro-
vision to give the directorate power to write
off where it considers that, because of ob-
solescen ce, it is justified. Is not that an
ordinary business precaution? 7What busi-
ness would go on year after year without
making provision for depreciation? That is
only common business procedure, and witi
he found incorporated in the -Bill. If the
board considers there should be-a writing-
off of assets, such assets should be written
off. The member for Murchison said we
were travelling all over the country to see
what the people required when, he declared,
the Minister knew it could not be given
effect to. If that was his experience -when
he was Minister, it has not been my experi-
ence. For his own benefit, I mentioned the
matter off butter. A request was made to
me for road transport of that particular
butter. I said I would not srant that per-
mission unless it wvas proved that -the rail-
ways could not cater for the traffic.

I went to Boyanup and took a railway
official with me. After looking, at the butter
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in question, we inspected the insulated
truck. On opening the door, we found it
,was very damp and sour inside and that
there were bits of bone and meat lying
about. I stated that that track was not fit
for the c'ai riage of butter, and on my return
to Perth reported the matter to the Com-
missioner of Railways. Later, I saw a
minute going through that instructions bad
been given for the use of disinfectant and
that the trucks were to be cleaned out.
Some ive weeks later I paid a surprise visit
to the three towns and innpeeted the trucks-
as well as the butter factories. The managers
of all the factories were well satisfied -with
the condition in which the trucks then were.
They hadl been cleaned and disinfeeted, and
were in every way suitable for the carriage
of butter. The power is there if those con-
cerned care to exercise it, but it has not
been exercised. The same may he said with
regard to fruit. I took that matter up with
the Commissioner and asked that proper
trucks be supplied. The power is there if
those concerned are suffieibntly interested
to take the necessary action.

Mr. Hoar: If there is so much power,
I cannot see why you want a directorate.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have not really dons anything myself as yet.
There is niothing I% hate more than "to say,
"I have done this or that." I merely wanted
to convince the member for Murchison.

Mr. Marshall: Why do you say the Min-
ister had no control at all?

Thw MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am referring to a few things in which I have
been able to exercise some control.

Mir. Marshall: Why not stick to your
word?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS. I
have not been in office very long.

R'on. A. H. Panton: Fancy a Commis-
sioner drawing about £2,000 a year having
to be prodded by the Minister! He should
have been sacked on the spot.

The INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is riot piossible to sar'k people on the spot
in that way. The railway system has toy be
carried on. It will shortly he called upon
to bandle a harvest of 27,000,000 bushels.
It is all "cry well to talk of sacking people.
which would mean disorganising the whole
of the railway system.

Mr. Kelly: How did you get on when
the Commissioner was in the Eastern States?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
the hon. member knows, his place was taken
by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr, Tomlin-
son. I point gut that four senior men of the
railways will retire this year, namely, the
Seretary, the Chief Traffic Manager, the
Auditor and the Chief of Stores.

MIr. Graham: Four cheers!

.Mr. Ilegney: Surely young men are com-
ing on.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
did not hear the hon. member. I think the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe suggested
that younger members of the staff should
he sent abroad in order to prepare them-
Selves for- the higher positions. I agree but
I do not know whether-any have been sent
abroad. We cannot sack people on the spot;
we have to carry on the organisation. Mutch
has been said about political control. I
ask members who brought up that question
what they mean by "political control"? If
they mean that the Minister shoiuld have
the right to make every railway appoint-
meat, that is something 1 would not favour.

That was the system visualised by the
Bill that was brought dlown by the atember
for Murchison last year. le refes4ra to a
eI.ase where he objected to a ecrttin appoint-
mnent. I interjected that that matter had
not come before me. Had it come 1efdt
rid with a recommendation from tho Comn-
mnissioner of Railways, I would have agre8
to it. I could not be expected to tell the
Commissioner what man he should put into
this position and what man into that posi-
tion. I would have nothing to do with such
political control as that. As to confirming
the position of assistant to the Commis-
sinner, I say without any equivocation that
we did agree to the confirmation. That oficr
had spent a long life in the service and,
worked up from the lowest position to one
of the very highest. Mr. Tomlinson had
retired, andI the office was not one in which
the occupant should be merely acting. What
right would the Minister have to say that
this man shuld not become a permanent
illecial in that position!

lHon. A. H. Panton: Only that some of
them have made a mess of the railways.
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The MINI2'STER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not know about that. The Commissioner
himself i-4 the responsible officer. Hle is the
only man who can determine whether an
othever i; lit for promotion or not. If hce
reconmmend, promotion, no Minister who
knew his job would dream of saying any-
thing, to the contrary, unless he had in-
formation not in the possession of the Corn-
nissioner that might affect the position. In
such a case, he would pass the information
on to 'the Commissioner. 'It would not
appeal to me that I should interfere with the
Commissioner in any appointment be might
think it necessary to make. There should
not be Political control Of that nature.

Mr. Styants: The Minister would make
a rod for his own hack if he did interfere.

the MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so. It is the duty of the Commis-
sioner to attend to such matters. If by
political control is meant control of the
finncial side of the department or of the
general policy affecting that departmen t .
then I venture to say that the power to
exercise such control is in the hands of
the Government today. There is nothing in
the Bill that would alter that position. If
the power was there before, it will he there
now. Before the Commissioner can incur
any expenditure in the way of works, hie
hats to get Ministerial approval; that is to
Fay, if the works are above a certain amount.
If the sam in question is below a certain
amount, only Ministerial approval is neces-
sary. It above that sum, then Treasury
approval is required. I have two applica-
tions before me concerning which I have
not granted approval, and wvill not do so
unless I receive further information. It
is no use saying there is no control, though
pro~bably there is not as much control as
siome members would like to see.

The question of the delegation of auth-
ority has been raised, and it is stated that
a claus e has been taken ouit of the Bill
stiplain that the Commissioner can make

appointments in the ease of positions hav-
ing a salary of less than £C400 a year. In-
stead of the legislation taking away the
dleleg~ation of power, it is tightening it up
in that all appointments will be subject to
the (directorate. The directorate -will have
to give authority for any remuneration that

may be aillowed in particular positions or
pt'Amit of any limitation,

Krr. M1arshall: Why do that if you agree
that the Comimissioner should make the ap-
[1011tmnits?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- The
onlly revenue the Railway Department gets,
is through freights on goods and fares on
pasiengers. Such freights and fares can-
not be imposed unless 'with the approval of
lEheeutire Council. The Commissioner has
110 power to do otherwise. That can be
proved by the files which indicate that he
has made application 'to impose increases
in charges and he has also referred to that
fact in his annual reports. lTe may not have
been able to impose those charges because
pe~rmission has been withheld. The Govern-
ment, therefore, has command over that als-
pect. The Commissioner has applied for
approval of certain expenditure over and
above a certain amount, and the Govern-
ment has had the right to agree or refuse.
In the ease of ordinary routine expenditure
by the department, no Government authority
would he required. The powers to which I
have referred would not be likely to be sur-
rendered by the present Government.

The statement that the member for Mur-
ehison knew where the Bill was drafted and
who were to fill the positions on tha
directorate is without foundation. The first
time the Commissoner received a copy of
the Bill was when it was distributed in the
Hoose and I took the opportunity to send
him one. No other section of the rail-
ways saw a copy of the Bill at -that time,
except Mr. Bromfield, who was consulted
with regard to four of the financial clauses.
The Bill was drafted by a -sub-committee
of Cabinet and was' brought forward with-
out; any knowledge on the part of the
railway service. Last night the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe spoilt one of his good
speeches by trying to saddle the responsi-
tility for the present engine-power posi-
tion upon the Liberal-Country Part
Government. I have been through 'the
interim report of the Royal Commissioner.
This shows that from 1917 to 1922 there
was no increase in engine-power; indeed a
reduction took place between 1019 and
1922.- From 1923 to 1927, the reductions
exceeded the increases in engine-power, but
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between 1927 and 1932 there was an in-
crease. Between 1932 and 1937, there was
no increase, but rather a slight decrease in
1937. Between 1937 and 1940 there was
a slight increase, and during the war years
there was a decrease, although the increases
exceeded the decreases between 1943 and
1947. Since 1916, the engine-power has
been almost static, and the decreases have
more than counterbalanced the increases.

The Minister for Education: Does that
include the A.S.O.'s7

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS; Yes.
The history of the railways is indeed a
history of starvation, and some responsi-
bility must be taken by members opposite.
Ilad a reasonable amount of money been
made available to the railways during the
past 15 years, 50 per cent. of the deficiencies
would probably have been avoided and
remedies made available. The whole thing
needs drastic alteration. The membcr for
Kalgoorlie said he hoped we would not put
down any more 41M-b. rails. That is a
matter the Government has not yet had
before it. I have, however, taken up the
question whether it is not possible to put
down 80-lb. rails on the main lines, in order
that we may secure a faster service and
a much better one, as well as a decent track.
It is no use establishing a board or altering
the control of the railways unless we give
a service to the people. It is not possible
to refuse to allow road transport unless we
give a railway service such as the people
have a right to expect in 1947. One of the
first things we intend to take up is that of
increasing the weight of the rails. We have
to be guided by the Royal Commission, but
that is -one of the first things we -will take
up so that we may give a bettor service to
the people. With a better service we shall
get better patronage. I think I have dealt
with all the matters that have been raised
dui-ing the debate, but if there are others
they can be brought up dluring the Com-
mittee sAge.

Question put and passed.

Bill -read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-1948.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 30th October; Mr,

Perkins in the Chair.

Vote-Education, £1,411,910 (partly con-
sidered) :

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [6.01: On
Thursday last we listened to a long disser-
tation from the member for Middle Swan
on the genesis of the Coolgardie Water
Scheme. In the course of his speech he
made very serious charges against the His-
torical Society and against the accuracy of
the history books used in the schools. At
the conclusion of his remarks, he expressedl
the hope that an inquiry would be held into
the history of the Coolgardie Water Scheme
in order that credit might be given to the
person responsible for suggesting it.

The principal statement made by the hon.
member was that, at a banquet at Kanowu
on the 25th November, 1895, Mr. Nat
Harper first suggested the pumping of water
from the coast to supply the Goldfields. At
that time one of the greatest needs of the
Goldflelds was for a pumping scheme, because
the people were being supplied with con-
densed water from the lakes and the neces-
sity for a good water supply was agitating
the minds of many people living in Kal-
goorlie and passing through. When speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply, I made a state-
ment that I wish to correct slightly. I satid
that Mr. Burgoyne wrote a letter to "The
West Australian" and spoke of some honour
being given to Mr. Harper, who had done
something by way of suggesting the con-
struction of a pipe-line from Mundaring to
Coolgardie. This was incorrect. Mr. Bur-
goyne 'claimed that Mr. Harper was
the first to persuade Sir John Forrest that
the scheme was practicable. I make that
correction, though I hope I shall he able
to show that this statement is not altogether
correct, either.

The first recorded mention of a water
scheme was contained in a letter to "The
West Australian" written on the 8th March,
1894, and published on the 17th of the same
month. It was written by J. S. Talbot, and
as this matter is of considerable interest,
particularly in view of the charges made
by the member for Middle Swan, I propose
to read Mr. Talbot's letter. It stated-

It does not require a-vast amount of in-
telligence to perceive that the chief cause of
apprehension in considering the future of the
Coelgardie Golddields lies in the danger of the
water supply completely giving out. it is
within the hounds of possibility that the
autumn and winter seasons may pass without
the miners' hearts being gladdened by the
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eagerly looked for rains, and the cessation of
the fields of salt or brackish water may compel
the coademns to discontinue production.

The means of finding the fluid by boring or
well-sinking or of conserving it by the use of
catchments or tanks have been frequently and
freely discussed; but the p6ikibility of con-
structing An aqueduct to Coolgardie from
some place where there is a plentiful and
permanent supply of water has- not-at least
to my knowledge-been considered.

Being a stranger in the land, I cannot give
an opinion as to the supply in thle upper
wvaters of the Swan; but from what I saw of
the river near York four mouths ago, it
struck me that there would be at all seasons
a supply of water for such An undertaking,
that I am about to suggest.

A pumping station at some suitablo locality
near Northam, a water tower to furnish the
necessary water elevation, and a pipe-line
Along the railway would be all that would be
required unless the altitude at Ktalgoorlie
necessitated a second pumping station.

Looking at the plan wvith an unprofessional
eye, there does not appear to be any physical
difficulty that could not be overcome; axad if a
competent authority (our Engineer-in-Chief
for instance) were to pronoune the under-
taking practicable, there ought to bie no diffi-
citlty in carrying it out without appealing to
the Government for aid-

If the inhabitants of Coolgardie can af-
ford to pay one shilling a gallon for water,
a pipe-line would supply water at a rate that
would pay a handsome dlividend. of course,
Southern Grows could be supplied and it would
enhance thle value of property All along the
line.

There are pros and cons to every proposi-
tier and my ideas may be scouted by many;
still, they are worth consideration, and by
publishing them in tile columns of ''The West
Australian"' you would much oblige-

There is a suggestion that was offered by a

man who claimed to have no knowledge of

engineering difficulties. Perhaps he did not
even know the Altitude of Coolgardie. How-
ever, he made that suggestion in the

columns of "The West Australian" many
months before Mr. Harper spoke at the

banquet at Ranowna.
Mr. Styants: Coolgardie is not the highest

point, either.

Air. FOX: No. So that suggestion was
thrown out long before Mr. Harper thought
of it.

Mr. Grayden: That is not correct.

Mir. FOX: That is not all. Another sug-
gestion was made before that. On the 8th
November, 1910, when Mir. Frank Wilson
was Premier, he receilved a letter from Mr.

Hugh McKernon, at that time a member
of the Legislative Council for Central Pro-
vince, requesting that a grant of £%,000 he
made to Mr. J. Maher for his work in con-
nection with the Coolgardie Water Scheme.
Mr. MeKernon set out all the details in his
letter to this effect. At the end of 1893, the
possibility of such a scheme was discussed in
his office, Swan Chambers, Barrack-strept,
Perth. There were present-John Maher, eon-
ti-actor; Henry Wright, engineer; and him-
self. A scheme was evolved at that meet-
ing to convey water in inetal pipes and for
the construction of several reservoirs. It-
was decided that Mr. Wrighbt should go over
the grolund of the proposed pipe-line and
report to a later meeting. He returned to
Perth in Mfay, 1894, and reported that the
scheme was perfectly feasible.

Several sites were mentioned, but it was
thought that the chief difficulty would be to
come to terms with private owners for the
land on which the reservoirs were to be
constructed. This part of the plan was
left to Mr. Maher to negotiate. Mr.
Wrigrht was to go to England to raise capi-
tal to finance the project, while Mr. Mc-
Kerman would attend to executive matters
here. It was estimated that £2,500,000 would
be necessary *to finance this scheme.

In August, 1894, a cable was received
from Mr. Wright to prepare a Bill for the
Assembly and stating that the requisite
money was available for the work. Al-
though the Bill was prepared, no member
could be found to introduce it. Members
regarded the project As silly and nobody
would associate himself with it. Later on,
Air. Alex Forrest was approached with a
view to his introducing a Bill. He wanted
to know the full details, but the syndicate
was naturally reluctant to disclose the plans
to anyone, for reasons that are obvious.
Air. Forrest was told that it did not matter
to the Government how they got the water
to Kalgoorlie. All they wanted wan the
right to put the water there and charge for
it. That was a plain statement of the posi-
tion. Later they met Alex Forrest and gave
him the whole of the details of the scheme,
including the number of reservoirs and the
piping required. According to Mr. Me-
Kernon, Mr. Alex. Forrest gave the details
to Sir John Forrest who in turn showed
them to the then Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. C.
Y. O'Connor, who pronounced the scheme
to be perfectly practicable and feasible.
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At the Newcastle Show of that year, Sir
John Forrest told 9x. MeKeruon that he
was going to put something before Parlia-
ment that would stagger the old settlers, and
later he found out that it was the scheme
referred to, Mr. 31eKernon said that from
his knowledge, Sir John Forrest aever re-
vealed where he got his conception of the
scheme. Mr. McRernon was not looking for
anything for himself, hut he was appealing
for a grant to Mr. Maher, who had fallen
oa evil days and richly deserved considera-
tion for his work.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise;- Where are the
originals of those letters!

Mr. FOX: In the Public Works Depart-
ment. Nothing was done about the appeal
on behalf of Mr. Maber because that gentle-
man state that he did not want any con-
sideration at all. Consequently, Mr. Me-
Rernon did not proceed further with the
matter. I want to substantiate those state-
ments by referring to official documents on
the file. On the 4th September, 1894, Mr.
Maher wrote to the then Minister for Miaes,
Mr. Mar-mion, for a water right, the source
whence the water was to be obtained being
mentioned as the Avon River near Northam.
Mr. Venn, the then Director of Public
Works, wrote to Mr. Maher and told him
a private Hill would have to 'be passed to
give him authority for the work, and that
if the BthU were on terms approved by the
Qove~nmfent, the Government would help

-him to get it passed.
Of course, to get a private Bill through

Parliament would cost a fair amount of
money, and apparently not much further
was done, hut not long afterwards Sir John
Forrest brought dowa his Bill which Mr.
MeKernon said contained the terms set out
in the agreement drawn uip in his office at
the end of 1893. In October, 1895, a memo-
randum was sent by Mr. Venn to the
Engineer-in-Chief instructing him to get
an estimate of the cost of pumping engines
of large magnitude. That was over a month
before Mr. Har-per made his speech at
Kanowna. The Engineer-i-Chief suggested
cabling to the Agent-General in London,
asking him to approach an English firm far
a quote. Here is a copy of the actual cable-

In connection with the proposed -water
scheme (or Coolgnrdie by pumping from
Guilford 10 million gallons every 24 hours
please advise as soon as possible .weight and
cost at Fremntle of pumping engines with

boilers complete capable of developing 12,009
h.p. to be located at six different plates, about
2,000 in ceh place.

That was sent on the 30th October, 1895.

Sitting snuspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. FOX: The reply to the cablegram
that I read before tea has no bearing on the
question of who initiated the water scheme.
The next day, on the 31st October, 1 895,
Sir John Forrest stated at the Northam
Show, among other things-

No doubt during~ the last few months you
have beard a great den] about carrying water
fromn the coast to the 'fields. He intended
visiting the 'fields in a few days to see not
only what had been done but what could be
done.

There we have a definite statement iu
October, 1895, by Sir John Forrest before
he went to the Gold fields, to the effect that
it was common talk that water was to he
pumpe d from the coast to Coolgardie.

Mr. Ghayden: On the 9th October, 1895,
Sir John Forrest said that the small schemes
had been tested and they could not take any
of them on.

Mr. FOX; Nothing of the sort[I
Mr. Grayden; That is in "Hansard."

You cannot deny it.

Mr. FOX; Nothing of the sort. I have
read what Sir John Forrest said at Northani
in 18P5, thatt there had been much talk about
pumping water to the Gold fields. The
member for Middle Swan said that in
November, 1895, Mr. Harper, at a luncheon
at Kanowna, suggested the scheme to Sir
John Forrest, and that it was his scheme.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I think this is some-
thing which should he verified.

Mr. FOX; Plans had been prepared
months, before October, 1895, for a scheme.
If the magnitude of the scheme is taken
into consideration, the amount of material
that would ha required to build the reservoirs
and the large contracts to be let for the
piping, one can readily understand that the
scheme must have been in preparation long
before October, ,1895.

Hon. A. ff. Pan ton; For whom are you
hattling

Mr. FOX; I am not battling for anyone,
but I am having a word to say for the
Historical Societ-y, which has always been
active in matters affecting the history of the
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State. 1 am just as anxious as are the
Mlinis-ters for Education in this and past
lovernuients to get at the truth of the

matter.

Mr. (Jraydeni: Are you trying to make
out that Sir John Forrest was a liar at
that banquet?

.1 FOX: 'Not at all.
Hon. F. J, S. Wise: In justice to the

living and the dead, I think the Premier
should agree to hold an inquiry.

Mr. FOX: Sir Hat Colehatch wrote a re-
hash of the speeeh of the nmember for Middle
Swan in "The West Australian." Uf the mem-
ber for Middle Swan will inove for the ap-
pointment of a Royal Commission or a
select committee to inquire into this mat-
ter, To s'uggest that the Historical Society
might make the investigation; but in view
of the aspersions which he cast on the
society, I presume he would not like that
body to make the inquiry. The members
of the society are honourable men.

lion. F. Y. S. Wise: The Premier should
agree to an inquiry.

The Premier: Most of the people eon-
cerned are dead.

The CHAIRIMAN: Order!

Mr. FOX: I have one more letter to read.
It is written by John K. Ewers -who, I
understand, is a member of the Historical
Society. He is one of the g-entlemen who
made an investiga-tion some time ago into
the claims of Mr. Harper. I think it worth-
while to have the letter in " Hansard.'' It
reads-

Mr. N. W. Harper seems to be a determined
believer that he was the originator of the
goidfields water scheme. But his belief, so
far as I can ascertain, does not accord With
the facts.

On August 23. 1941, a detailed report was
published in the "Kalgoorlie Miner" of an in-
vestigation made by Mr. H. 3~f. Wilson, an
officer of the Golrdfieds Water Supply, into the
beginnings of the scheme.

Mr. WVilson is a man who Would not be
biased in favour of anybody. Continuing-

As this has not, as far as I know, been pub-
lished in the metropolitan Press, it seems per-
tinent to point out two of its salient features.
They are:

(1) O'Connor's preliminary figures for
three alternative schemes - delivering
1,000,000, 5,000,000 and 10,000,000 gal-
Ions daily were in hand in September and
October, 1895. and Were completed by
'November 13, 1895.

,11r (rayden: I can prove that that is
a deliberate lie.

31r, FOX: The hion. member has listened
too much to Nat Harper.

Mr. Grayden: What I said is in the Royal
Commission's report.

.1r. FOX: Th3e letter continue--
(2) On November 22, 1895, at Coolgardie,

Lord (then Sir John) Forrest said, accord-
ing to a report in the '"Kalgoorlie Miner''
the following day, that "If it were found
that they could not get a sufficient supply
of water by boring, hoe would favour v -much
larger and more costly scheme-viz, bring-
ing water from the seaboard. He had an
estimate prepared which showed that to ob-
tain a supply of 10,00l0,00 0 gallons a day
from the seaboard to be reticulated from
.At. Burgess over all the goldfields would
cost £63,000,000, and though that would

mecan twice the nariopul debt of the colony, it
inould not devter the Government from doing
the wvork if it would pay.''

It was three days after Forrest said this
that -Mr. Harper made his speech at Kanow-na
-November 25, 1895. That is his own date,
recently confirmned by a Press reference dis-
covered by the archivist, Alias Y. Lukis, But
tliat does not alter the fact that O'Connor's
estimates and Forrest's statement both pre-
ecded M8r. Harper's outline of -a pumping
s2heme.

Forrest was interested. Of course he was!
As head of the Government, he no doubt knew
that the public would resent heavy expendi-
ture on a water supply to the gold fields-
and it did. Therefore, he would not fail to
be interested and overjoyed to find an
hydraulic engineer of Mr. Harper's ability-
a. man engaged in private enterprise-not a
6iepartmental man--suggesting such a scheme
as3 Foflrest's Engineer-in-Chief bad already
communicated to him.

Mr. Harper supported a pumping scheme
a~nd Sir John made use of his support to defy
the critics, as any good politician would. But
there is no gainsaying toe facts of Mr. Wil-
son's report, compiled fromI records to which
Mr. Harper could not possibly have had
access.

I inight also add that a. couple of years ago,
'it Mfr. Harper's invitation, I discussed this
matter With him for over two hours. Nothing
lie said then, nothing he has stated publicly
hefure or since then, has altered my opinion
that, whatever his share In Sponsoring the
licheme, lie was not its originator.

To sum up, Mfr. Harper claims to have
iaggested the scheme on the 25th Novem-
her, 189.5. M.%r. Talhot s letter appeared in
"The West Australian" on the 17th March,
1894, mare than a year and eight months
prior to the 25th November, 1895. Mr.
MeKernan 'a statement of his syndicate's
proposal was drawn up at the end of 1893,

1733



1734 .EASSEMBLY.)

two years prior to the date mentioned by Mr.
Harper. Mr. J. Maher wrote to Mr. Venn,
Director of Public Works, for a water right
on the 4th September, 1894, nearly 15
months before Mr. Harper's date.

Air. Grayden: I will answer those state-
ments later.

M r., FOX: On the 30th October, 1895,
Mir. Venn sent a memo to C. Y. OCono
as follon :-"Get cost of pumping plant
12,000 h.p. to be located six different places
2,000 h.p." That was nearly a month be-
fore Mr. Harper spoke at Kanoivna. On
the :l1st October, 1895, Sir John Forrest
spoke at Northern about carrying water
from the coast and that was nearly one
monthi before Mr. Harper's claim. At the
opening of the water scheme at Kalgoorlie
in 190:1 Sir John Forrest paid a glowing
tribute to the work of Mir. O'Connor but
,ot one word was said about Mr. Harper.
If he had had any share in the matter is it
not to be thought that Sir John would have
had him on the platform? Of course he
would! I do not think he was at the open-
ing of the scheme. If the member for Ned-
lands bad been here tonight, no doubt he
would have been able to tell us, because
I understand he was chairman on that oc-
casion.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It does not matter
whether the man was present or not.

AMr. FOX: No, but if he had any say or
interest in the scheme and he was the man
who initiated it, do members not think that
he would have been there to claim his
share of the limelight? I am prepared to
support a move for a public inquiry by some
competent body into the origin of the scheme,
for more than one reason. In the first place,
the member for Middle Swan said that the
Historical Society in this State had lent
itself to a distortion of the truth. That
is a very serious statement to make about
a responsible body. The Historical Society
is not interested in who initiated the scheme.
All it is interested in is the acquiring of
historical facts and setting them oat as they
are found in documents.

Mr. Graydon: Even to the extent of pre-
datingI documents.

Mr. FOX: All that the Historical Society
is interested in is to see that the facts con-
cerning the establishment of the colony and
all outstanding incidents arc recorded in an

historically accurate manner. I think the
member for Middle Swan should either with-
drawv his statement or ask for a public in-
quiry into the origin of this scheme. There
is no middle course. If he asks for an
inquiry, I am sure every member on this
side would support him.

Air. Grayden: I have already done so.

Mr. FOX: He should either do that or
apologise to the Historical Society. He said
the Society had i~ade no effort to contact
people w'ho were present at Kanowna. What
a job it wianld be to trace them! The
chances are that there may have been q

few businessmen present, and the othet-A
would have been miners working there for
a day or two and then going away some-
where else a little later. Is it not remark-
able that the manager of a small mine at
Kanowna, near which the water scheme did
riot go, should he more interested in tho
bringing of water to Kalgoorlie than thn'
managers of the big mines, in the richest
mile of country in the worldl

Air. Girayden: Did not Sir John say that
be relied on him?

AiMr. FOX: No! Nothing of the Sort! The
Engineer-in-Chief said it was not his scheme.
Of course he would say, that!I Ho was there
to carry out the directions of Sir John and
he did that remarkably well and his name
will be always remembered in Western Aus-
tralia by a grateful public. I have one other
thing to say about the water scheme.

Mr. M.%ann: What about talking abot
education for a change?

Mr. FOX: I did not start this.

Mr. Mann: Why keep it going?
Mr. FOX: I did not start it. I do not

suppose the lion, member likes to see one
of his fellows getting licked! It has been
freely rumonred-and this is one of my
reasons for speaking on the subject-that
some honour may be given to Mr. Harper
on the occasion of the King's birthday. There
was a dearth of new knights during the
regime of the Labour Government. The
numbers have been falling off and it i only
reasonable to suppose that a few may be
created in the near future.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
hion. member is speaking to the Education
Vote now. He is permitted to refer only to
what is in the textbooks.
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Mr. FOX: I think you should give me
the same latitude as was given to the mem-
ber for Middle Swan. I amn going to con-
ficet my remarks with the water scheme.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Chair at the moment is what appears
in the textbooks.

Mr. FOX: Very well. I may have an op-
portunity to say something more on the
subject later on. It does not matter very
much.

Mr. Leaky: Go ahead!

Mr. FOX: No. I have been prevented
from doing so. As a matter of fact, I do
not know why the Chairman allowed the
debate on this at all! Seeing that he gave
so much latitude to the member for Middle
Swan lie had to give me a little, too. Now
we will get back to the Education Estimates.
When the Minister was speaking, he paid
a tribute to the parents and citizens' associa-
tions and also spoke about the good service
rendered to the department by 31r. Uren
who is iii charge of projectors in the State
schools. I also would like to pay a tribute
to Mr. Urna, who has done considerable work
outside the scope of his duty. He wvent to
the Beaiconsfield school on a couple of nighits
ani showed parents anid citizens andi children
who happened to turn up a number of
pictures, and it was really an' education.
It will be a good thing wvhen the depart-
ment is, able to put projectors in all the
schools. I know it will be a difficult job,
hutl some parents and citizens' associations
are doing very good work in that direc-
tion. At the Beaconsfield school the or-
ganisation has installed a projector at a
cost of £180 and has a man able to oper-
ate it. That is a decided advantage to the
children attending the school and it is pos-
Mible to use the projector for all classes.

When the previous Minister was in office I
wrote to him asking whether he would pay
a subsidy on a pound for pound basis in
accordance with the amount raised by the
parents mid citizens' association for school
requisites that are not being supplied by
the Government but which are an essential
aid to education, such as projectors, libra-
ries, etc. The Minister nrote back and
said he had put the matter up to
the Treasurer. I spoke to the Treasurer
who said he would be prepared to grant
a subsidy in such cases. I hope he will

take into consideration the question of
making a grant of £80 or E90 to the parents
and citizens' association at Beseonsfield
for the good work it has done in the last
two or three years by providing projectors
and other things not made available by the
d~cpartment.

Our school grounds are all getting into
bad shape. I have not discussed this with
anyone else,' but some of our local authori-
ties are helpful at times, and if the depart-
ment has not the men to do the work
of straightening out the grounds the local
auithorities should be given an opportunjy
to do itandhe paid for what they do. When
w3a ask for something to be done to the
grounds we are usually told that the
grounds of all the schools are in a had
state. I can believe that, because it was
difficult to do anything during the war
Owing to Shortage Of materials and labour.
I hope the Minister will give attention to
that point.

The member for Irwin-Moore criticised the
establishment of bus services introduced by
the previous Minister. The present Minister
h&,; not only continued those services, but
hasU put on additional ones. There were
previously 190 bus services in operation,
and the Minister has established another 11.
So, although the Government has not built
one school, it has increased the -bus services.
It, is carrying out the policy of consolida-
tion introduced by the previous Minister.
If the policy of the last Government was
wrong, why has it not been discontinued!
The member for Irwin-Moore said he did
not know much about it. When the momn-
be,- for North-East Frenmantle asked if he
knew whether any bus services had been dis-
continued,' he replied that none had in his
electorate. Evidently he made his remarks
to have a kick at the previous Administra-
tion rather than to level serious criticism.

One of the chief measons; for the bus
services was to relieve the acute shortage
or teachers. It was much better to incon-
venience a few school children by over-
crowding, than deny them schooling alto-
gether. The bus services have been estab-
lished in many places at fhe request of the
parents' associations. I know, however, of
some places 'where the parents do not
favour the buses. From at least one place
in my district, where the previous Minister
spoke of consolidating several schools, I
received an appeal to interview him to pre-
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vent a consolidation. It was held over for
a time, but the Minister told me that the
policy was the consolidation of schools
wherever possible, because it gave the
children attending small schools a chance,
by going to a bigger school, to learn some
snlzjects that would not be taught in the
small schools.

M$.$MTWf (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[7.5*1: When the Minister addressed the
IfoWs on the subject of education, he
'natuarally told us of the Government's con-
eam, goe indicated the difficulties con-
fronting the Government in connection -with
the policy of advancement. That was not
news to members. I think it was adequately
dealt with by the previous Minister for
Ulueation who drew attention to the diffi-
culties. facing the present Government
'which, apparently, according to the election
speeohes, it was not aware of, hut no*i has
some knowledge of. Education is a subject
that iliakes. a good talking point at all
tim~es, and particularly at elections. It
seems to me that ninny people who have
not had the advantage of a good education
or have neglected the advantages they did
receive, possibly through lack of applica-
tion, try to make up for their lack by a
pretence of exaggerated admiration for it.
All political parties are anxious that edu-
cational opportunities should be diffused
throughout the community so that those
who bate the necessary attributes may tako
advantage of them.

Personally I think it iq a great shame
that there is. so much illiteracy throughout
the Continent of Australia, seeing that ele-
mentary education, at least, is widespread
throughout the country. It seems to me,
notwithstanding all that Governments have
done to bring edncntional opportunities to
all section s of the community, organised
along lines laid down by the best educa-
tional authorities, we still find in the
long -run that the chaff is sifted from
the grain and that of the potential we
bad at the outset there is not much left
before we got very far along the educational
road. Ont one occasion the Senate of the
University desired to hare some statistics
prepared to show the wasteage of students
throughout the various stages of education
in the State-stages upon which we pride
ourselves and spend quite a Jot of money.

Perhaps, we spend some of that money
wastefully and perhaps some could be saved
by a greater concentration of the advantages
provided so that the few who are fitted to
take full advantage of them may be able to
do so in a given centre rather than that their
efforts should be spread throughout the com-
muanity.

Over a sixyear period, as a result of this
investigation, it was shown that the average
number of candidates entering for the junior
certificate examination was 1,696, nd of
that number 1,100, or 65 per cent.,
passed, there being a wasteage of 35 per
cent. OVer a similar period, the average
number of students who sat for the full
leaving certificate examination was 451,
which is less by 1,245 than the total of
those who sat f or the junior and by 655
thati those who passed the junior, and of
these only 294, or 65 per cent., passed. So
there was a wasteage of 35 per cent., not
allowing for the 655 who disappeared after
having passed their junior examination. Of
the 294 who passed the leaving certificate
e-xamination, which would qualify them for
enItry to the 'University, an average number
of 177 entered the University, representing
a loss there of about 30 per cent.

After catering the University, this report
diseloges that the first year eliminated a third
of them. 'Mr. Justice Wolff, in his report
as a Royal Commissioner, estimated the
student wusteage at the University to be
50 per cent., hut Drv. Sanders, the Registrar
of the University of 'Western Australia, -who
prepared this report in 1943, also referred
to an American inquiry that had taken place
in connection with wusleag e. In America
it Was found that the gross wasteage was
(12 per cunt., accounted for as follows:-
First year, 33.8 per cent.; second year, 16.7
per rent.; third year, 7.7 per cent.; fourth
year, 3.9 per cent. Those figures refer to
wvas.teagv of students after they entered the
Uiniversity. In his report, only part of
which I am quoting, Dr. Sanders said that
the flirst year at the University provided the
best criterion of the success of students in
later years, of their courses, and that the
factors involved in academic success are
educeational opportunity, application to
study, and persistence of effort, intelligence,
and special ability, or groups of abilities,
while the factors involved in failure are
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low intelligence, financial and economic diffi-
rulties, lack of application, social interests,
illness, emotional difficulties, etc.

I do not think that failure to quality
in the academic field is an indication of
whether those who fail will attain a reason -
able measure of success in the struggle for
existence. With all the talk of the im-
portance. of education-and, to some extent,
it is most important-we find that those
who are most successful, and most success-
ful in the sense that the world loves-that
is, the gaining of a great supply of this
world's goods-are invariably those who
eschew the academic field altogether and em-
brace the opportunities that are awaiting-
them in the field in which goods are bought
and sold. These men and women are known
in the community as businessmen and women,
ant] the successful among them receive, as
at result of their activities in the kind of
.society that his grown up around us, a
much greater reward for their efforts than'
is received by those who are successful in
the academic field.

These are the People who arc supposed
to have a very high status in the corm-
munity -the business section of the coin-
runnity, the businessmen whose status is
propped tip by the Press, because it is from
that field that newvpapers draw- their adver-
tising. A well known American author, John
Steinbeck, whose books are best-sellers in the
IXS.A., recently published a book called
"Cannery Row," a small hook but well worth
reading if for nothing else than this para-
graph whicht I quote-

The things we admire in men, kindness and
generoity, openness, honesty, understanding
andl feeling, :t I concomhitants of failure in
our syttern, and those traits we detest, sharp-
ien.s, grrt'{, acquisitiveness, meanness, egotism
and self-interest are the traits of success.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Unfortunately, that
is true.

Mr. SMITH; The extract continues-
-and while men admire the qualities of the
first, they love the produce of the latter.

lRon. A. 1i. Proton: No wonder I am
poor!

Mr. SMITH: Just at present we are
being- subjected, Ps a people, through the
Press and through other avenues, to a lot
of panicky propaganda, which is designed
to raise fears within our breasts; in con-
nection with certain legislation. In this

connection, it is interesting to recall that
at a Citizens' Education Conference held
not very long ago, the President of the
School Teachers' Union, wvho was also the
chairman of the conference said-

Intelligent people are not guilled by pan-
icky propaganda, but such inteligencee is
only gained through a. broadened education
which produces a mind trained to reason, and
understanding of tire minds and lives of our
follow-men and a real desire to put into prae-
tiee the truths we have learned. Surch an edu-
cation cannot be obtained uder conditions
existing at present.

The only deduction we can draw from that
particular paragraph in Mr. Fank Wal-
lace's speech to the Citizens' Education
Conference on that occasion is that we are
all vulnerable to this panicky propaganda,
that none of us is intelligent enough to re-
sist being guilled by it, that none of us can
obtain the necessary education in order to
avoid being galled by it. I think he makes
out rather a good case for increasing the
school-leaving age not only to 15, but
rather to 50 years. I would certainly agree
with Mr. Wallace when he referred to the
necessity for a real desire to put into prac-
tice the truths we have learned, Buat where
are we going to learn them? That is what
I want to know. The member for Middle
Swan the other evening spoke about cer-
tain distortions of historical facts.

Afr. Needham: Alleged distortions.

Mr. SMITH: All distortions are alleged
disto-tions, of course, but most people are
agreed that history is a fable agreed upon.
1 can recollect when I went to school we
learnt more about Bible history and the
catechism than about mathematics. One of
the qluestions I was supposed to learn was
whetlier any motive would excuse a lie, and
the answer was that no motive would ex-
cuse a lie. A lie is always sinful and bad in
itself.

The first job I had after leaving school
was iii the drapery business, in which I
servif for eight years. After I had been
there for a couple of years, I got a position
behind the counter selling the goods that
this 9rnt had for sale, and if I had not told
lies * *om morning till night in that parti-
cular position, r would not have held my
Job for long. As a matter of fact while I
was working there, the head-woman in the
showroom was dismissed. The head of the
firm in London was notified, and he wrote
back to the firm in Melbourne saying, "I
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am glad you got rid of Miss Jones. She was
by far too conscientious."

2%r, Needham: Srhe was telling the truth?

Mr. SMITH: Yes. Those are some of the
things one does not learn at school. Thaere
are quite a lot of things like that, although
Mr. Wallace seems to have the idea that
the only things worth while are those one
learns in the organised field of education.
It is a trite saying that experience keeps
a dear school and fools will learn in no
other. It is not only fools that learn in the
school of experience; most of us learn far
more than ever we learned at school,
although 1D realise that the elementary edu-
cation is an absolute necessity if' one is go-
ing to profit by the experience one will
ultimately gain in that very dear school to
which I have referred.

There, is an aspect of education which I
think we cannot ignore as a result of this
student wasteage, the haste by ruany to
leave school, the lack of application among
many who have educational oportunitis-
all the opportunities that they could pos-
siblyv wish for. All those things point un-
questionably to the fact T hat whn.4 is
known as intellectual hunger by some and
a thirst for knowledge by others; is just as
much a human attribute or characteristic
as, iq a mechanical turn of mind or unusual
ability in the field of literature or mathe-
miatics in others. Mr. Wallace apparently
thinks it is only in the organised field of
education that one's intelligence can dove-
lop, but all around us we find living ex-
amples to prove that such is not the case.

I know a young fellow in Kalgoorlie
who, when he left school at 14-he left as
soon as he could-took a basket of fruit on
each arm and went from door to door selling
it. He -was one of a race of people who are
noted for their business acumen, and before
he was 21 years of age, he had a fruit and
greengrocery business of his own in Han-
nan-street. I daresay during those few
years be learned quite a lot. Some people
muyhlt think that a fruit and greengrocery
busginess is not much, but a friend of mine
who conducted one in Hannan-street had
an annual turnover of £18,000. Personally,
I decline to speak on this subject af educa-
tion with bated breath, or to envy those
who hare achieved success in the academic
field, or who through their inherent genius

.. t n infinite capacity for taking pains.

The American philosopher, Emerson, in
dealing with an aspect of this subjeel
said-

If the finest genius studies at one of our
colleges and is not installed in an offie
within one year afterwards, it seems to his
friends and to himself that be is right in com-
plaining for the rest of his life. A sturdy lad
from New Hampshire or Vermont who in turn
teams it, farms it, peddles, preaches, keeps
a school, edits a newspaper goes to Congress,
buys a township, and so forth in successive
years, and always cat-like falls on his feet, iN
worth a hundred of these city dolls. Ile walks
abreast of is days, and feels no shame in
not studying a. profession, for he does not
postpone his lifeI but lives already. H~e has
not one chance, bbt a, hundred chances.

There is much truth in that. It was brought
home to me on one occasion when I learned.
of a young fellow out of the TUniversity Who
had attained degrees or diplomas in ahou,
23 subjects find could not get a job. Not
long ago I met n young man who has a
diploma as a consulting engineer; he is
working at present in one of the Govern-
muent (departments as a clerk, because after
he camie back from the war he was only
employed for six months by the person for
whom he worked prior to enlisting. I said
to him. "Surely a man with a diplomna a.'
a consulting engineer has better opportuni-
ties than those that present themselves to
a clerk in A Government department." What
lie told me was-If do not know whether
there is truth in his statement or not-that
young mnen arc being turned out on produic-
tion lines at the University by the cOhzen
and are thankful to get a job at £4 10s. a
week in order to gain experience.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: To gain education.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, it might be to gain
education, but the competition is pretty
keen. I remember an accountant saying
to me some years ago that there is plenty
of rooni at the top. I would like to know
where it is.

Mr. Need ham: It takes a long while to
get there.

Mr. SMITH: And when you get there
you find there is not much room; the higher
you get, the fewer the jobs, so that there is
not plenty of room at the top. That is
not to say that I do not realise the import-
ance of education and the necessity for
having, iii the widest possible sense, educa-
tional advantages for those who have the
necessary attributes. But to imagine that
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Ehese form a big section of the community
ii, in my opinion, all wrong. 1 think it
is but a small section of the community.
Some have the necessary brain power-the
g-rey matter, as it is called-but not the
necessacy application, the persistency or
the "stiek-at-itness," as I once heard it re-
ferredl to, It is difficult for young persons,
with all the distractions that arc widespread
today, to stick at their studies unless they
have an iherent thirst for knowledge, or
intellectual hunger, as some people un-
dIoubtedly have.

As T said, I think that is a human at-
tribute which is hard to develop if a person
has not got it naturally. From time to time
education has been criticised in this State
and comparisons have been made between
our methods and our organisation and those
in Great Britain. We hear extracts quoted
from English legislation; we are told stories
about what is to be done in the future in
relation to education in England and when
it is d]one how mnuch better it will be than
any education which it is possible to receive
in this State. It will be good to wait un-
til such time as they do it. Many of "these
proposals remain on the stocks for years.
I was rather interested to note in "The
West Australian" of June, 1947, that Mr.
and Mrs. A. J. Marshall, who disembarked
at Fremantle at that date, had an interview
with the Press. Mrs. Marshall, who is tho
wife of the newly-appointed lecturer on
psychoh'gy at the University of Wester'n
Australia, is said to be keenly interested
in education. The report reads -

She said one of the reasons why she re-
turned to Australia was for theirjhild 's beine-
fit. A Victorian, she knows Perth well, hav-
ing lived here for two years sonic time ago.
The educational system in England, she said,
was at present under revision, and in due
course would probably develop into an ex-
cellent one, hut it would take a number of
years to lay the foundations and build up a
solid extensive curriculum. In the meantime,
there was no comparison between the standard
of the Australian and the English schools.

On the same vessel, it was reported on the
1st July, 1947, were Mr. and Mrs. R. P.
TDonnelly. They arrived at Fremantle in
the "Orion" with their six children. The
repiort states-

Mr. Donnelly will take up his appointment
as fuel technologist to the State Guvernmient.

I presumIe he has already done so. Con-
tinuing-

t571

The six children are from 10 years to 14
mouths. Mr. Donnelly, who is B.Se., Oxon, w9s
previously station chemist at Battersea ilower
Station. ''One of the reasons we have come
to A-.sstralia," he said, ''is for our children's
sakce. Not only are we thinking about the
benelit they will derive froam the sunshine
and food, but we are alstn greatly concerned
about their education. Here I believe educa-
tion is up to date. You can send your chil-
rcak to the State schools and they will have
a good ment'al, spiritual and physizil educa-
tion, such as they could not possibly get in
England at present."

I think that discounts any effect of the
pictures of the wonderful English schools
that were published in the "W.A. Teachers'
Journal" during the election campaign, and
also the effect of the wonderful school pic-
tures which were published hero after the
election campaign. At all events, the refer-
ece made hy ',%r. and Mrs. Marshall and
Mr, and Mrs. Donnelly certainly seemn to
indicate that one cannot judge standards
of educition by the school building in
which the education is given. A fending
article on edlucation appeared in "The West
Australian" on the 26th June, 1947, and
I thought the paper was very fair on that
occasion in its comments on education in
this State. But, of course, that was some
months after the election. They admitted
in that leading article that this educational
service, with other social services, had run
down as a result of the war and that tbq
Wise Government was trying to overtake
the leeway. They pointed out that the change
of Government had not solved the problem,
and that fine buildings do not necessarily
make finev schools; and they were good
enoughf~l to admit this, which 1 thought was
a1 gZe adi(mission on the part of "The West
Australian"-

No doubt this generation of children will
hare to put up with a lot of makeshift con-
ditions as part of tire price they must pay
for victory and for the higher standard of
education planned for the future.

There mnst be little doubt about the truth
of that statement. I think it can be deduced
from the Minister's speech on the subject
of education and it was certainly accentuated
by the speech made by the ex-Minister,' the
member for N1%orth-E ast Fremnantle. As they
point out in this article, real reform begins
with young teachers-their selection and
their training. The shortage of teachers
is acute and it takes time to train them
and we may have to wait for two or three
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years for a vigorous junior and techinical
high school buildingm programme. I would
like to see that leading article read by every
adult citizen in Western Australia, because
if people studied it and considered the de-
ductions and as;sertions that are made in
it, they would know that the previous Labour
Government had done all it possibly could
to advance education in this State during
the trying period of the war, and that the
present G overnment is not likely to be able
to effect very much improvement for somec
time to coax'.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [8.34]; 1
look on this section of the Estimates as the
most scintillating of the stars presented by
this Government in its 1947 budget.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: That is a flight of
fancy!

lion. A. IT. Panton: You must have sat
up all night thinking it out!

Mr. LESLIE:- No, I did not. But I
think this, is the brightest star of the lot.
I want to start at the beginning by making
some kindly reference to the co-operation
of the previous Government, which has
been continued by the present Giovernmcnt,
with the Department of -Post-War Recon-
struction, in connection -with the training of
es-Servicemen as teachers at the Training
College. I fully appreciate that the State
is assisting itself as much as; it is assisting
the scheme of post-war rehabilitation by
falling in with the represent ations and plans
which have been snblmitted. At the same
time, I wish to express appreciation of the
co-operation received in that direction and
to say that the State will, as a result, have
its reward in due course.

An increase in the number of teachers is-
a vital necessity and we are obtaining, in
the class of person being trained today-
the young es-Serviceman with the necessary
qualifications- the right type of individual
to make good. ina'.much as lie will inspi-re
the young generation he has to handle with
the ipropeir ideals; because he will, as a re-
stilt of his own experience at a trying time,
have had those ideals inculcated into his
Mind] in thle most practical. way possible.
One item that intrigues me in connection
wvith the Estimates is the very large increase
in the amount being made available for
staff costs, including allowances for prim-
ary and central schools. I am wondering

why that particular increase is necessary in
view of the fact that we are continuing the
policy of school consolidation which I un-
derstand is to reduce the volume of expendi-
[nre as a whole in connection with educa-
tion. It is hoped to save money by that
proposal.

lHon. J. T. Tonkin: You have never heard
anybody say that.

The Minister for Education: I do not
think so.

Mr. LESLIE: I am delighted to hear that
from the es-Minister and from the present
Minister, because in practically every ease
of school consolidation the argument haR
been used to ine by departmental offiers-
not by the member for North-East Fre-
Mantle or the present Minister-that P0on-

.sideration wax given in this connection to
the saving in cost. When it came to the
establishment of a bus service which had
for its purpose the closing of an existing
small school, one argument which was used
as to why that service should not be intro-
dnced was that it would cost more to ran
the bus service than to maintain the small
'cht l

Hion. J. T. Tonkin: You have it the
wrong way round.

Mr. LESLIE: No, that is the way I have
hud it.

H~on, J. T. Tonkin: That is the wrongm
Way rouncLitthe way you had it.

M.r. LESLIE: Then I have been given
thle wrong information and that is the basis;
onl which J have -worked.

H~on. J. T. Tonkin: The basis was that in
doubtful caes if it could be sholwn that the
establishment of a bus service would result
in a saving of money, it would help) tfie
project very considerably.

Mr. LESLIE: I understood it was one of
the purposes, apart from the improvement
in the educational standard. I agree that
that wa; a primary cons iderat ion -the mak-
ing available to country children of an im-
proved crineational standard by means4 of
this consolidation. At the sanme time, the
financial aspect was considered to enter in-
to it.

The Mfinister for Education: There were
cases some years ag o, but not of recent
year.

M~r. LESLIE: Dealing with the question
of improving the educational standard of
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country children, I was astonished to hear
the ex-Mlinister for Education say the other
evening that it was impossible to improve
the standard of education of country
children, and bring it anywhere near the city
facilities.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No. Say what I did
say!

Mr. LESLIE:- Unfortunately, I have not
taken an extract out of the book of words
and I am not allowed to read from it. Hut
~it is in front of me and I would suggest
that the member for North-East Fremantle
refer to it.

Hfon. J. T. Tonkin: There is no need for
me to refer to it. I give that an emphatic
denial. I do not think that and I would
not say it.

Mr. LESLIE: If I remember aright, the
hon. member, in reply to an interjection by
me, said, "I said it was impossible to pro-
vide the children in country districts with
the same standards as can be provided in
the towns."

Hon. J. T. Ton kin: That is right.

M1r. LESLIE: I am still surprised to
hear the bion. member say that it is im-
possible.

Hot]. J. T. Tonkin: You prove that it is
not.

Mr. LESLIE: The member for North-
East Fremantle is aware of the standard'
of equipment provided for the schools in
the- big towns. and that provided for the
small country schools, accommodating 16 or
17 children. Eqaippment is part of the
standard of ed'ucation. We have miserable
equipment in some of our schools. The
children are sitting at obsolete desks.

lion. J1. T. Tonkin: That does not prove
the point you set out to pfove.

Mr. LESLiE: The lion. member said it
was impossible to improve the standard.
Why ('annot the children in the country
schools bie provided with the sa~me comfort
and facilities that arc made available for
those attending the city schools? The ex-
MNinistier went a long way to try to prove
his argument. Of course these things can
be provided.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: Could any Govern-
ment provide a science laboratory or a metal-
work centre for one child?

Mr. LESLIE: Again, the member for
North-East Freman tle is going to extremes
Tao prove wbat he knows to be a~ weak
ease. Nobody is suggesting there should be
a science laboratory for a primary school.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is provided in
the city.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mt.
Marshall must address the Chair.

.Mr. LESLIE: I do not want the present
MNinister for Education to get any idea that
the other side of the Chamnber is convinced
that the existing standard is incapable of
being altered.

Mr. Marshall: You need not worr about
the present Minister getting any ideas!

Mr. LESLIE: He has quite a number,
and he is altering the present standard. The
mernber for North-East Fremantle says it
is impossible.

lion. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, and the pre-
sent IMinister knows that too.

TMr. LESLIE: I am not talking of ap-
poiniting two teachers where one can do the,
job, but of providing reasonable facilities
for the children and the teachers.

lHon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you think thec
Mlinister could provide a science laboratory,
a mnetal-work entre or a domestic science
centre for one child?

Mr. LESLIE: I am not going to worry
about that because it is not called for.

lI-on. J. T. Tonkin: He cannot give the
country cbiidren the same facilities as those
in the town, unless he does.

Mr. LESLIE: Ordinarily they are not
called for but there may be circumstances
whore they would be justified, and then they
would he provided. I am talking of the small
schools. At times we have practically had to
as9k repeatedly for permiin to drive a
nailI into a door to keep out the draught.
Wh'at is written in the book and is put on
the blackboard by the teacher does not corn-
prise tbe standard of education. When a
chz'd goes to school it learns first of al],
from the surroundings. If a child goes
into a dilapidated building at an early im-
preq-ionable age it starts on a wrong basis.
It is no good saying to the child, "It i.,
impossible to provide you, with a better
standard, although brick schools arc pro-
vided in the metropolitan area with, liter-
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afly, gilded door-knobs, but you have to
be satisfied with a rusty bolt on the door."

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I do not know who
'said that.

Mr. LESLIE: Those are facts. I do not
want the es-Mlinister to rest content with
the idea that the country schools cannot
be altered.

Eon. J. T. Tonkin: They can be altered,
but they cannot be brought up to the
standard of the city.

Mr. LESLIE: There is no reason why
a country school should not be equipped
with the same comfortable desks and the
building constructed -so that it would be
cool in summer and warm in winter.

lHon. J. T. Tonkin: That is so.

31Ir. LESLIE: There is no reason why it
should not be provided with adidtional
facilities. It should be fly-proof..

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Approval was given
by the previous Government to make coun-
try schools and quarters fly-proof.

Mr. LESLIE: As I leave that point, all
I can say is, when I bear a statement Ike
that from the ax-Minister, that I. am not
surprised that the present 'Minister has to
come here and tell us what a hard job he
has to do because of the leeway he has to
make uip.

Hion. A. H. Panton: If you keep repeat-
ing what you say the ex-Minilater said, you
will believe it yourself.

Mr. LESLIE: I do believe it. One of the
provisions made by the Mlinister in the
Estimates is-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is this another stat?

Mir. LESLIE: Yes. This has been wanted
for a long time. What I refer to is the
recognition of the work of the parents
and citizens' associations. That recognition
has been long delayed. The work of the
parents through these associations has been
going on for miany years, but has never
been fully recognised. The organisation has
been accepted as another milking cow to
save the Government 's revenue. I would
like the present Minister to clear up the
position with regard to the improvements
provided by the parents and citizens' asso-
ciations. I am referring to the pianos,
radios, sowing machines, l'ibraries and
other facilities. I2 speak from a practical
knowledge of the circumstances. The

moment these amenities are installed in the
schools the Education Department -reaches
out with a grasping claw and says "These
are mine." LI

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Wrong again!I

Mr. LESLIE, I have known of occasions
when a community, after having stored a
piano in a school, asked permission to use
it in the school, and it was denied because
it was the properfty of the Education
Department.

Hon. A. H9. Panton: Who denied it

Mr., LESLIE: I do not know. It was an
official deniaJ.

H-on. J1. T. Tonkin: Can you quote that
instance?7

M1r. LESLIE: I can quote a number.

Hlon. '3. T. T~on kin: Tell us the date of
that one.

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot do that off hand.
If the hon. member cares to search the
records of applications made to school
teachers and inspectors, hie will find nume-
rous such cases.

Hon. J. T'. Tonkin: I suggest you ask the
present Mlinister to show you the copy of
the letter refusing1 that request. I do not
think you will find it.

Mr. LESLIE: I ani not Prepared to say
that the letter came from the Minister, or
even the Director. I do not know whether
the request got as far as the Education
Department, but the department is respon-
sible for the actions of its officers7 end I
take it that the teachers and inspectors,
when saying what shall or shall not be done
with s5uch property, are carrying out the
policy or instructions of the department.
On many occasions applications have been
made for the use of such facilities pro-
vided at schools. A few years ago we
endeavoured to get the use of the piano at
the Wyalkatehem school in order that
children might practise on it, but the reply
was that it was the department's piano.

Ifon. J. T. Tonkin: If that happened, it
was between 1930 and 1932.

Mr. LESLIE: I can only say it was be-
tween 1930 and 1939, as I was absent for
a number of years after 1939. It has
occurred on several occasions. There should
be soame clarification of the ownership of
such property, and to what extent it can be
used by the people who have provided it.
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Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is clear now. If
the parents and citizens' association gives
it to the department, it belongs to the
department. Otherwise it belongs to the
association.

MT. LESLIE: As far as I know the de-
partment has grabbed it, whether it has
been given to the department or not.

Hon. J'. T. Tonkin: That is easily straight-
ened out.

Mr. LEStIE: During the debate on the
Address~n-reply I mentioned the necessity
of making an allowance to parents to cover
the cost of school books.

Hon. J. T. Ton kin: You should talk to
the other side of the House now.

Mr. LESLIE:- I am sorry that such an
allowance was not mentioned in the Minis-
ter's speech and is not included in the Esti-
mates, Possibly the Minister has decided to
investigate the complaint I made about the
difference that exists in the ideas of school-
masters as to what books are to be used at
various schools. The books should be stand-
ardised so that they could he handed down
f rom one child to another as they moved
up through the various classes. Perhaps the
Minister will make some provision in that
regard in order to help parents. The cost
of school books and equipment is such, par-
ticularly where there is a large family,
as to give the lie direct to any suggestion
that education is free. Actually, it is a very
costly business.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is cheaper here
than in any other part of the world.

Mr. LESLIE: We say that ours. is a free
education system, and it should be free.
Something should be done to lower the cost
to parents of large families. We should
eliminate the necessity for parents to pur-
chase a new set of books every year. I
believe that the selection of books is largely
at the discretion of the teachers at the re-
spective schools, and it would only require
an instruction from the Director to solve
the problem. If that were done, there would
no longer he the urgent necessity to. press%
for a school book allowance to be made
available to children. The member for South
Frenmantle mentioned an allowance to local
governing authorities for the purpose of
putting school grounds in order. Local gov-
erning authorities should be given power to
carry out necessary repair and maintenance

work at schools, particularly in the country,
where they arc keenly interested in school.
activities, and combine with the parents and
citizens' association and other organisations
to provide all the facilities possible to assist
in the work of the schools.

When minor repairs are required ait a
country school, it is galling to find, upon
the attention of the department being drawn
to the matter, that it must await the arrival
of an iiispcctor, and then an officer of the
Public Works Department, before anything
etan be done. In that way inter-depart-
mental rod tape delays the work and adds
to the cost. If local governing authorities
were given power to expend up to a certain
amount on repairs and maintenance work,
it would save the department a lot of money
and would safeguard valuable Government
assets against depreciation. It would also
he a source of satisfaction to those who
take an interest in such local affairs. I could
mention -numerous instances of how local
governing authorities interest themselves in
such matters.

The member for South Freman tle men-
tioned the parents and citizens' association's
purchase of a projector for visual education
puirposes. One road board in my electorate
has purchased, out of its three per cent.
fund,. the whole of the necessary plant, and
has installed it, and two other road boards,
in conjunction with the parents and citizens'
association, are also moving in that direc-
tion. It is pleasing to know that the Goy-
erment intends to assist in the purchase or.
such apparatus. Local governing authori-
tics can be trusted to act as agent of the
department and to see that its assets are
.preserved at a proper standard of mainten-
ance,. and that the children are provided
with decent facilities.

One of the most important items men-
tiojiad by the Minister passed practically
unnoticed, and I doubt if it even got men-
tion iii the Press. I refer to the' announce-
meat that the Minister had decided to make
£3,500 available for assistance to school
hostels. That is a step in the right direc-
tion and will undoubtedly be welcored in
many country districts in Western Australia.
Even if it is not welcomed at the moment,
it will, when it is; established as a matter
of poolicy, he welcomed as the years go by.
It will bie particularly welcome in one centre
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in may elevtorate which has already estab-
liticd a -ebhool hostel and has requested
aissistane from the Government. I presume
that hostel is to receive some assistance out
of that C23,500, thoughi I do not know the
hasi4. on which the payment or subsidy will
6v made.

To show what can be done in this direc-
ltin I will mention the Koorda school hostel.
Koordi i a town with a large district,
though not large enough to justify a school
big enough to, warrant the number of
teachers that is thought to be required,
or to convince the department at that time
that they were entitled to a better standard
ot education than was being provided. The
population of the district is extremely scat-
tered. A number of small schools has been
established but, on account of the decreasing
number of children, various schools had to
he closed. Thea the question was raised as
to the institution of bus services, but the
number of children to be picked up was too
small to justify a bus, service, or a number
of bus servicest, as would have been required.

So most of the parents were faced with
the seemingly inevitable result of having to
place their children on correspondence
courses. I have nothing against the corres-
pondence system; it is excellent. I think
that the scholastic record of the pupils who
take correspondence courses stands extremely
high, but it is a tremendous burden upon
the parents, who are required to supervise
those lessons. The Koorda Road Board, the
p-arents and citizens' association, the Coun-
try Women's Association and various local
bodies got together and decided that they
had to do something about providing decent
and reasonable education for the children in
their own district. As a result of the com-
bined effort, they took over an existing vac-
ant building in the town.

lion. J1. T. Tonkin: You have left some-
thing out, have you not?

Mr. LESLIE; No, I shall come to that
presently.

lon. J1. T. Tonkin: No, you have left it
out. Before they went ahead they asked
the Government whether it would be pre-
pared to assist them in some way with a
subsidy, and the Government said that it
would.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes, they got the Govern-
ment's blessing.

ilon. J. T. Tonkin: They got more than
a blessing; fthey got money.

.Mr. LESLIE: No, they did not.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, they did.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: I am prepared to Concede
that they may have received a measure of
assistance merely to start their effort, which
was small. I have the balance sheet of the
effort made by the people of the district,
and I fear that the measure of assistance
that came from the Government at thait
stage appears so small that, by comparison
with the figures of local effort, it fades into
insignificance. Therefore I must he par-
doned if I overlooked it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are pretty mis-
erable about it.

Mr. LESLIE: I concede that the ex-
Mfinister 'gave the project Pvf ry encourage-
ment, and I believe he was keenly interested
and desired to see it succeed. Representa-
tions were made to him, but I do not think
they reached the stage of finality for some
form of subsidy.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They reached the
stage of finality. The Koorda people asked
me to go up and open the hostel, even
though the Labour Government had been de-
feated, because of what I and the previous
Government had done to assist.

Mr. LESLIE: The desire of the Koorda
people at that time was to pay a tribute
to the interest shown by the ex:MXinister.
They also wanted the present Ministcr to at-
tend, and at that time they did not know
who the new Minister would be. They
wanted to put all the facts before the Minis-
ter and show that it would be impossible to
carry on the hostel unless they got a gen-
erous measure of Government assistance by
way of a recurring subsidy.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You do not know your
facts. They got an annual subsidy.

Mr. LESLIE: Now the hon. member is
dragging in something that has nothing
whatever to do with the question.

Hon. J. T. Tonk in: It has everything to
do with the question.

Mr. LESLIE: Not only the Koorda hostel
but all the parents throughout the district
got an allowance. That is paid to the par-
ents of the children, and if it was expected
that the parents were to hand over that
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,,umn of money, plus the normal costs of
maintaining their children at the hostel, it
would be too much.

lion. J. TP. Tonkin: That is part of the
cost.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair.

Mr. LESLIE: Actually, it was not assis-
tance to tbe hostel; it was assistancc to the
parents.

lon. J. TP. Tonkin: I do not concede that
point at all.

Mr. LESLIE: That is the nature of the
assistance; it was not given to ,the hostel.
I do not say it was not that the Minister
wvas unconvinced of the excellent nature of
the experiment. It was an experiment.

lion. J. TP. Tonkin: The Koorda experi-
ment was the genesis of the living-away-
from-home allowance.

Mr. LESLIE: I thank the hon. member.
Hion. J. TP. Tonkin: That was told the

people, and they know it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: The living-away- from-
home allowance was introduced as a result
of the Koorda experiment to establish a
school hostel, but I still revert to the point
that the hostel has not been assisted directly.
The er-Minister was invited to attend the
opening and, had he done so, he would have
been handed a balance sheet showing a de-
bit balance of £300, in respect of which the
people were asking the Government for
assistance. That was the hostel, not the
parents. The Government did assist the
parents. The hostel boarded the children
at below cost.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:- Was not the money
made available to the parents to enable
them to pay part of the cost of the child-
ren's hoard at the hostel'?

Mr. LESLIE: It was paid by way of a
living-away-from-home allowance. This is
a question of there having been no living
accommodation available. The living-away-
from-home allowance would not have been
sufficient. to enable parents to send their
children to school where they could obtain
boarding facilities, There were no boarding
facilities at Koorda.

Hon. J. TP. Tonkin: There were boarding
facilities at the hostel five days in the week.

Mr. LESLIE: Without the living-away-
from-home allowance, thu parents would
have been obliged to send their children
elsewhere to school but for the hostel being
brought into existence.

lHon. J. T. Tonkin: And pay the full cost.
Mr. LESLIE: Regardless of the allow-

ance, the Koorda people made their experi-
ment.

11ion. J. TP. Tonkin: No, they did not.
That is where you are wrong.

Mr. LESLIE: The hostel was established
before the living-away-from-home allowance
was introduced.

Hon. J. TP. Tonkin: Are you sure?7
Mr. LESLIE: The hon. member said the

experiment at Koorda influenced him.
lion. J. TP. Ton kin: No.
M1r. LESLIE: The hostel was started be-

fore the allowance was granted, Then the
hon. member, as Minister for Education,
went to Koorda to see the hostel for himself
and was thrilled with it.

Hon. LT. T. Tonkin: I went there before
it started.

Mr. LESLIE: The hostel was started as
a result of the initiative of the local people
and has proved a success. At present, it
has over 40 children who counld not possibly
get similar education by correspondence.
But for the hostel, even with the living-
away-front-home allowance, the parents of
the children would have been involved in
considerably more cost to send their children
elsewhere. Now the question arises how the
people of the district will continue to miain-
tain the hostel.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: Look to the Govern-
ment side for that.

Mr. LESLIE: The Government has pro-
v'ided for it.

lion. A. H. Pan ton:- Then why worry
about it?

Mr, LESLIE: I was very proud, for the
sake of the Koorda people, to hear of the
living-away-from-home allowance. I feel
that the £C3,500 which the Minister has made
available for school hostels is the result of
that privately-initiated scheme.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton:- I can see Koorda get-
ting £3,000 of the £8,500!

Mr. LESLIE: So can 1, because Koorda
very much needs it. There is room for ex-
pansion and the hostel there would be able
to accommodate children from other centres.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I bet Carnarvon will
not get any part of the £C3,500!

Mr. LESLIE: One never knows one's
luck. I believe that the hostel could be
made to provide accommodation for more
children than it is accommodatingi now. If
this were done, the parents of the children
would be able to avoid some of the expense
which they must now incur. An investiga-
tion of this school hostel at Koorda by mem-
hers would be well worth while, because the
provision of such a facility, in conjunction
with the consolidation of schools, I believe
is the solution to many of our educational
problems today. By these means we shall
be able to establish not only the secondary
schools and junior high schools which the
Minister mentioned when introducing his
Estimates, but also Primary schools of a
better standard than wre have today. In
saying "a better -standard" I mean that a
grcater. number of children will be able to
attend fthe school and by so doing will gain
human contacts that must reflect favour-
ably on our social system. I have once again
to commend the Minister on literally having
taken the hull by the horns and-

lion. A. H1. Panton: That is what the
Honorary Minister said whoa she wanted
milk!

Mr. LESLIE: -having done something
really worth while. He has entered upon
a new era so far as our educational system
is concerned.

MR. HILL (Albany) [9.13]: When one
looks at our educational system, one must
agree that the present Government has in-
herited a very difficult problem. It is not
much us0 trying to blame the war. For
many years before the war the Education
Department was neglected; six years of war
on top of that neglect makes the problem
still more difficult. I east no reflection upon
the member for North-East Fremantle who,
during his term as Minister, I consider did
an excellent job. It is not my intention to
roam round the State, as other members
have done in speaking to these Estimates,
but I draw the attention of the Committee
to the importance of my electorate from the
Meuational standpoint. We had a few
country schools but most of them have been
closed on account of the consolidation of
schools. We have two main centres, Albany

and flenmark. We have an inans school
at Albany which is in need of enlargement.

One very long-felt want is a shelter shed
for the children. I think there are between
300 and 400 children attending the school
and they have no shelter shed. New lavatories
and septic tanks are also urgently needed.
The State school is a very old school
and is at present filled to capacity. The
biggest need there is improvement to the
grounds. I hope the Minister will soon
resume the land facing York-street and so
improve the school ground. We have one
of the best hig-h schools in the State. it
lion a fine record and the buildings and
grounds are something of which the people
of Albany arc justifiably proud; hut a
hostel or hostels for the school are urgent
requirements.

Another educational activity at Albany
is the physical fitness camip at the quarani-
tine station. We have a lot of fine build-
ings there, beautifully situated for summer
holidays. The taking of country children
to the seaside for a summer holiday is a
job well worth while. I shall never forget)
my experience when travelling about the
State with the Outports Commission. I
saw the conditions on the Goldfields and
along the Wongan Hills line; I observed
the poor little children in the baclkhloekc,
and I thought that to give them a holiday
at the seaside would also be a job well worth
while. Denmark is another im~ortnnt centre.
We have there the State school and the
School of Agriculture. The latter is the
dairy school for the State; it is a re-
cently-constructed building of which we arc
prould. But we should not put all our
money into elaborate schools and so neglect
other schools.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: Do you think itii
too good?

Mr. HILL: No, but I would like to see
money spent on some other buildings.

Hon. J. 'T. Tonkin: We should have saved1
the money and spent it elsewhere?

Mr. HILL: That is the opinion of quite
a few people.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is not my opinion
Mr. HILL: I do not know that I Il-

together agree with the member for North-
East Fremantle. Education is something
wve must not demecan. We must remember
that in carrying out our education policy
we are preparing for future generations.
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In my opinion, education is one of the most
important activities of the Government.

Hon. A. IL Fanton: You do not believe
in posterity doing something for us!

Mr, HILL : There are two things we have
not got at Albany at present. One is a
kindergarten, the other a technical school,
but I hope that ere long these wvill he pro-
vided. Taking our education system right
through, I think it is very fine. I remember
a prisoner-of-war during World War I in'
Germany talking to a Russian prisoner-of-
war. The Russian said, "In Germany where
there is a1 town of only 300 or 400 inhabit-
ants, a school is provided." The West Aus-
tralian prison er-of- war said,. "You~ should be
in my country. Where 10 children can be got
together not only is a school built for them,
but the children are paid to attend,. the
school." The Russian could hardly believe
him. I conclude by repeating that by at-
tending to our education we are building- up
the future of the State.

MR. RAWDER (Wugrin) [9.18]: I desire
briefly to touch on a point which has not
been mentioned by other members. I refer
to the allowance made to mothers -whose
children are taught by correspondence. Mem-
bers, no doubt are awvare that only those
mothers who are in a position to employ a
domestic or someone to supervise the corres-
pondence class, receive the allowance. Some
assistance should be given to families w'ho
arc not in a position to employ domestics
or persons to help with the correspondence
class. I have received a number of letters
from people in my electorate and will mention
again one letter from a lady that I quoted
before. This lady lives 29 miles from the
nearest school; she has been teaebing her
children for three years and has received no
allowance whatever; yet a few miles away
a person, who could be in a positi6n to emn-
ploy help, could receive assistance from the
department.

Some consideration should he extended to
mothers who cannot employ help. They
should receive financial assistance to encour-
age them in the education of Itheir children.
Those wvho arc living in the remote areas,
far front existing facilities, should, I con-
sider, receive all the assistance that is pos-
sible. They are helping to develop our out-
back country and arc pioneers in every sense
of the. word. Everything that the Govern-
ment can do should be done to assist them,

especially with regard to the education of
their children. I believe that financial aid
should be forthcoming to help them.

DQ. NIMMO (Mt. Hawthorn) [9.21]: 1
am very con cerned about the educational
facilities in my electorate. During my cam-
paignl I muentioned that I was greatly in
favour of no more than 30 to 35 pupils be-
ing taugbt in one class. I am still of that
opinion. I hope the Minister will look
ahead and not he concerned about just to-
morrow. For my part, I am not so much
interested in what happened last year but
in what should be done in the future. When
we plan in connection with the provision of
schools, consideration should be given to the
prospective growth of a district and the num-
ber of classes that would probably have to be
catered for. In one district we might have
to plan for a school building with six or
more rooms, but in the existing circumstances
wve might not be able to erect more than
three. My electorate starts from Graylands
with quite a number of homies, situated
around the mental hospital and the children
there have to walk to Claremont, which is
quite a tong distance, for their schooling.
Then we go to City Beach and there we have
57 children between the ages of one andi
fourteen, 31 of them being in the four to
ten year-old group. There is no school
there

Then wre come in to Floreat Park where
there are 404 children between the ages of
one and 14, and approximately 234 between
f our and ten years of age. There is no school
in that part. Then in Wembley we have a
small school which we cannot enlarge, and
that is the point I want to make in my re-
marks. In future when we set out to provide
a school, let us see that there is space for
extensions. In that particular area the pre-
vious Government provided two extra room,;
but no more can be erected there. The City
Beach children have to go to lolimont,
travelling in the bus and takiug- up room
that should be, occupied by biusiness people.
At Mt. Hawthorn there is quite a nice school
hut the same trouble exists there-laek of
space. Then we get to Innaloo where there is
a very small school, but fortunately there i.-;
suff-cient land on which three or four addi-
tional rooms could be erected.

Next we get to Scarboroughb, and the same
position exists there. The school is over-
crowded and there is little room for expan-
sion. Fortunately the Governnent has seen
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lit to hay 14 acres there. Then we get to
Osborne Park where we have a rather old
school upon whichi a lot of money should
be spent, althoug-h the present Government
has expended in the vicinity of £2,000 on
outhouses. At Tuart Hill there is a rather
smnall school and plans have been drawn for
the ereetiopi of a new building. Dealing, next
with kindergartens, we have some in a nunt-
her of areas, housed in small halls. The main]
kindergarten is at ' Mt, Hawthorn, which is a
fine institution.

I would now like to dleal with the parents
ndu cit-izpil' associations and their work in

any electorate. At Tuart Hill the association
has spent upwards of £U80 on the purchase
of a maehine in order to Show 1)it'iI'eS to
the children. As most members know, the
association at 'Mt, Hawthorn has spent about
A1,000 on the provision of a kitchen which is
well worth seeing. We hope to have in the
vicinity of 75 families housed in the Air
Force huts on the border of the Wenmbley
aria, which means we will get an increase,
taking an average of two children picr
family, of about another 150 odd in the dis-
trict. I trust the Minister will be able to do
something more with regard to the educa-
tional facilities in liy district.

MR. CORNELL (Avon) [9.27];- I under-
stand that the debate on the Estimates is a
sort of consolationi prize to enable those
mnembers. whu did not say what they should
have during the Addressi-in-reply debate, to
till in the. gnpjs. I did not think it possible
[hat so many members would have so much
to say on the Votes wve have dealt with to
dlate. I do tiot propose to take member%
on a tour of the Avon electorate because
the educational disabilities there have been
I laced before the M.inister who is fully aware
of the deficiencies that exist. In any case, it
ivould lhe Ftile for me to say any more
than has been stated by my distinguished
friend, the member for 11t. Marshall, who
this evdning indlulgedl in a dissertation on
edlucationi. 1111d he was fully aided and
abetted by the member for 'North-East Fre-
mniitle. in tine circumstances, any member
who know,; nothing about education now is,
in on' olknion, rather dumb.

biinimr the course of his speech in intro-
doming the Estimates, the Minister for Edu-
L'itiohl madep some reference to a proposal
to -et -"i ri committe-e to inquire into the
'ill: sfi''ii# ofthe consolidation of the Acts

applying to local governing authorities. The,
object was to formulate one statute to cover
them all. Whether or not that is practicable,
I do nut know. A road hoard is a roadi
board and a municipality is a municipality
and, ill my opinion, "never the twain shall
meet.". There are many things applicable
to a road board that are not applicable tom
a municipality and vice versa, To put all
matters concerning them into one Act would,
in any opinion, provide a statute under which
a road board secretary would be expected
to administer his road district hot the Act
would contain a lot of usele.ss material that
would not be applicable to his partieulayl
province. A similar position would obtain
,;o far as, a town clerk is concerned, lie
would be asked to administer the Act and
inl that Act would be a lot Of redundanV
stuff which would not fie applicable to a
municipality.

The new Act, whatever it might be, will
concern road hoard secretaries and town
clerks more than anyone else. They will
be asked to administer the Act in the main
and up to date they have not beens con-
sulted, I understand, insofar as the pre-
liminary investigations into this matter are-
concerned. I venture to say that these
gentlemen know a good deal more about
local government matters than those who tick
their hooks 'with green ink. The best ser-
vice that could he rendered to the field of
local government-and I mentioned this on
the Address-in-reply-would he a provision
to give local authorities the right to strike
one rate instead of the multiplicity which
obtain at present-one rate which would
cover all financial activities of local authori-
ties, in place of the provision that requires
road hoards, at any rate, to strike three
different rates: road, health, and vermin.

If for some reason or another a local
authority is faced with an epidemic and has
to expend all its health revenue, it does not
cease its control measures when the health
vote is extinguished, hut goes on with thui
job b-y overdrawing the health account
against one of the other general account,,.
It wvould probably he put on the mat hy
the local government office; hut that has
to be done because local authorities have
a duty to perform to the public and can-
not neglect that duty through lack of cash.
In my opinion there is no insurmountable
difficulty in connection with the striking of
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one rate and I suggest to the Minister that
he give consideration to that being done.

The Mlinister made reference to the town
planning office. As yet, I have not had a
great de(al to do0 with that particular depart-
ment. But as the result of one little in-
cident in connection with which I had or-
ctision to disagree with the Town Planning
Commissioner, I was led to the belief that
there could be a little more elasticity in the
mind of that gentleman. I bad occasion to
submit to him a proposition to subdivid,'
half an acre of land on which Were con-
structed two dwellings. The respective teni-
ants who had been renting them for some
time desired to purchase them. The pro-
position was to cut the land into two equal
portions and for the respective occupants
to take over the buildings.

The matter wvas submitted to the Coin-
nilslioner and he agreed, but only subject
to the proviso that the subdlvision be car-
ried out by a licensed surveyor. The cost
of getting a licensed surveyor to cut half
an acre into two equal quarter-acre blocks
would have been in the vicinity of £25. I
communicated with the Titles Offce to see
whether they had any objection to the
division of the land and they said that in
view of the difficulty and expense of
getting a surveyor to go into the country
and do the work, they wvould raise no ob-
jection. However, the Town Planning
Commissioner was adamant and the suby-
division was carried out at a cost of £25,
which the twvo tenants had to meet. They
were not able to pay the amount in one
sum and arrangements had to be made for
the money to be paid by instalments. That
has been my o 'nly experience of the Town
Planning Commissioner, but I think that in
that instance he could have been a little
more lenient, considering all the circum-
.stances.

THE WaNISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Katanning-in reply)
[9.35]: It is not my intention to take up a
good deal of time in reply. At the outset. I
would express my thanks to members for the
way in which, in general, they have reeeived
these Estimates. I propose, in as short a time
as possible, to deal with one or two questions
that have been raised. The member for
South Fremantle drew attention to the ques-
tion of remedial work on school grounds. In

July last, under instructions, a report was
obtained from the various district inspectors
as tD tile school grounds that require urgent
attention, and if my memory serves me right,
approximately 48 of them were found,
roughly speaking, divided between the coun-
try and metropolitan districts. Prior to that,
a list had been prepared which dealt only
with the metropolitan districts. Every effort
will be made to deal with those school
grounds.

A numiber of expenditures have been
authorised on school grounds already, and
as quickly as possible work will be done on
those where the conditions have been report-
ed by the inspectors as requiring urgent at-
tendion. Reference was also made to allow-
ing local authorities to do the work. That
may be practicale in some cases, though I
cannot say that any definite consideration
has been given to it. I do know, however,
at least one instance-and the member for
North-East Fremantle will remember it-
where the work of the local authority was
productive of considerable argument, anid
that was at Bunbury in connection with the
high school grounds. Difficulties that lie in
the way of local authorities in complying
wvith the needs of the department for work
on school rounds are fairly considerable I
think; and while I would be quite prepared
to consider any approach made -by local
authorities in regard to these ynatters, I do
not think it could be laid down as a general
rule.

The member for Invin-Moore made some
reference to the infiltration of Communism
into the University and the Training College.
I have no means of speaking as to the Uni-
versity. I have not had an opportunity to
come into close contact with the operations
of that institution since I assumed office,
and therefore I do not propose to say
whether the bon. gentleman has grounds for
his statement or not. But he made use of the
phrase "definite influence of Communism"
in regard to the Training College; and I
must say that I do not think that any such
srggestion can be given reasonable credence.

Most of us are acquainted with the prin-
cipal of the Training College, Mr. Sten, and
I do not suppose there is in our community
a more loyal citizen to the British Crown,
af!ter the many years of service he has given
to it, both as a public servant of this State
and as a soldier. As far as I can gather from
acquaintance and discussions with them, I
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would sa that those who serve tinder him
are substantially of the same calibre, though
without, in soni ceases, his experience. So I
would require more in regard to that parti-
cular staff than mere ohiter dicta of the
nature that have been made during this de-
hate to convince me that any such difficulty
exists at the college at the present time.

The member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, in
the course of a most interesting speeh in
many ways, gave me the impression that he
uinder-estimated the value of education as
we know it. I hope T do not misjudge the
hon. member when I say that he indicated
to me that he considered education was
valuable only if a person wanted to go into
hur iness. I tremble to think what might be
tihe result of a general conclusion of that
nature. I suggest that the main value of
education is to make people able to think
soundly.I

Mr. Rodoreda: The schools (10 not do
that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
They make every effort to do that with the
younger generation. So far as I can see,
the curriculum generally and the interests
of the teaching staff are directed along those
line.. I do0 not suppose they attain their
objective in every instance, but I am firmly
convinced that many do gain the ability to
think along intelligent lines and decide for
themselves, for example, which of a number
of conflicting ideologies is the one they
should follow. In addition, it is necessary
to give them, in the primary and post-
primary stages, some insight into the
various matters which may concern them
when they go dut into the world and enter
the occupation they see fit to follow, and
generally to equip them to take their place
in a flervely competitive world. Whether
they take advantage of it or not when they
go into commerce or industry or remaia in
some backwater more pleasing to them, does
not seem to me to matter. They gain the
opportunity to take their place in a com-
petitive world, and that is what one of the
foundation stones of our education system
should be, and I think it is, substantially.

The member for Mt. Marshall made ref-
erenee, inter alia, to the question of assist-
ance for the supply of school books. My
sentiments are with those desires. The
Premier murmturs; that the Treasury may
he the trouble. I had some investigations

made into this qu~estion and I found that
to provide as little as 6s. per head in the
primary classes, and from £1 to £2 per head
in the post-primary and secondary classes,
depending on the requirements of the in-
diviluals, it would cost approximately'
£28,500 per~ annum, in round figures. That
would not altogether meet the position de-
sired by the hon. member, but it would moak-
some eontribution towards it. For thme time
being, T can inform him that the matter will
have to rest, however desirable it might
he.

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: Cannot you spend
some of the deficit?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The member for 'Wagin made reference to
the supervisor's allowance paid in respect
of correspondence children. I suggest to
him that if he will refer to the "Hansard"
report of my observations when introducing
these Estimates he will find, over about a
page of that report, a statement covering
thme matter to which he referred, pointing
out the difficulties with which the depart-
nient would be faeed in complying with
his requests. Those difficulties are not
only of d financial character. He Will
there find reasons why it might be advisable
to do something other than adopt the pro-
position which he has s6 much in mind. If,
after looking into that statement, he feels
inclined to discuss the matter with me, I
sball be glad to enlarge on it. I do not
think there is anything else I need mention
at this stage.

Vote put and passed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You Mr. Chairman,
have not allowed the Committee any oppor-
tunity to discuss the itetls, because imme-
diatelv the Minister resumed hts seat you
l)ut the dIivision. The practice previousl~y
has been to go through the sub-divisions.

The CHAIRMAN: It has been done by
divisions. A great many divisions were in-
volved in the previous portfolios. There wa.s
only one in the division of Education. Memn-
bers could have had an opportunity, after
the MAinister had feplied to the general de-
bate, of rising to question any particular
item in the Vote. The division has gone
now, I am afraid.

Vote-Town Planning, £2,;00-agreed to.
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Vote-Departmnent of Industrial Develop-
men(, £6241,220:

TRE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. A. F. Watts-
Katanning) [9.471]: These Estimates deal
with the Department of Industrial Develop-
merit which at the present time is generally
icognised as being of considerable import-
ance, and has, indeed been of such import-
ance for many years. There are a great
mnany matters to which I could make refer-
ence in connection with this department, but
as some of them will be dealt with in legisla-
tion, of which I gave notice this afternoon,
and one or two others have been covered in
the debates that have already taken place, I
do not propose to deal with them. I refer
more particularly to the charcoal-iron indus-
try at Wundowic and the proposals for the
establishment of a steel industry in Western
Australia. Both of those projects -vill be
reterred to during the course of the debate
on the Bill which I have mentioned. I there-
fore propose on this occasion to make no
reference to them.

The activities of the department are ex-
panding very rapidly. I can almost say that
the stage has now been reached where we do
not need to ask industries to make inquiries
as to their establishment in Western Aus-
tralia; they are coming forward entirely of
their own volition. It may be that in the not
too far distant future we will have to make
a selection from the many offering, because it
will he impossible to cope with the desires
of all the people looking for industrial de-
velopment in this State. It is the intention
of the Government to encourage the
establishment of industries where suitabk
conditiono, rail be found outside the metro-
politain area-, in short to decentralise themf
wherever possible. Tou that end, it is hoped
that the, textile industry, in which the inem-
her for Collie has. been very interested of
late, and naturally so, will be able to be
established at Collie, because it is felt that
there will be suitable faciities there and
that it could not he anything but of advan-
tage to the State to press for its establish-
]nent there.

We are hopeful, also, that an important
cheese company wvill shortly decide to estab-
lish itself in the Albany district, because it
has expressed the opinion that it would
prefer to he established in an area capable
of development and at present not substan-
tially developed. I have every expectation

that it will be agreeable to going to that part
of the State. The climatic and other possibi-
lities of that area are eminently suitable for
its purpose and I have no doubt that, when
the company in question-a well-known and
firmly-established one-is settled there it
will make a considerable contribution to the
development of that area. Similarly, efforts
are being made to attract suitable industries
to other parts of the State outside the metro-
politan area, with the idea of making somo
contribution to the development of those
areas.

In conjunction with the Department of Agri-
culture, efforts have been made to iencour-
age the growth of linseed and tobacco in
Western Australia, The Tobacco Panel,
,which I think had fallen into disuse, was
revived, and activities are now under way
'with the Department of Agriculture in an
endeavour-with the assistance of the Coin-
inoawealth Government-to bring back the
tobacco-growing industry in Western Aus-
tralia to the level at which it was in the
early stages of the war, 'when nearly 11/
million pounds of tobacco was produced, as
against the 250,000 pounds produced in the
last year under review. I do not know
whether the Commonwealth Government will
be prepared to assist in the way which 'we
feel inclined to recommend, and I suppose
the first step towards obtaining that assist-
ane would be the control of the product
through some marketing legislation.

All those things are now being considered
wi th a view to formulating some proposal
that will result in an increase in the produe-
tionL of tobacco in this State. Not only will
that be advantageons to this State, but obvi-
ously advantageous to the Commonwealth,
in that its present position regarding impor-
tations, particularly from dollar areas, does
not make it easy for the Commonwealth to
increase, or even maintain the inflow of
tobacco products into this country. Quite
apart from the development of the State, we
owe it as a duty to the Commonwealth, and
the people of the Commonwealth, to make all
the contribution we can in that direction.
Somewhat similar considerations apply to
the production of linseed. There is available
in this State the necessary machinery for ex-
pressing the oil, which is very scarce and
badly needed in connection with the prepara-
tion of paints and other substances, many of
which are required for the house building
program me.
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While we had baa luck in the commend-
able efforts made some years ago, in that
cutworm got ftbe better of most of the lin-
seed planted in the Northern and York-Avon-
Valley areas, it is hoped, by those who today
are investigating tile position, that with
more modern methods of spraying and disin-
fecting generally, it -vill be possible to obvi-
ate those problems in the future and pro-
duce a reasonable crop at a payable price.
In consequence, an increase of £1,000 has
been provided in the Estimates to permit of
work being done to foster the growing of
linseed and other oil-bearing plants in this
State.

The Fuel Technology Bureau, under the
direction of Mr. Donnelly, has been doing
very valuable work, and I am assured that
there is now no doubt that, given the correct
plant and machinery, gas suitable for both
domestic and industrial purposes can be
produced front Collie coal. Investigations
are still proceeding.

Mr. May: Where is that work being car-
ried outI

Thin MINISTER FOR INI)USTRIAL
I)EVELOPM1%ENT: I could not say, but I
know the investigations are proceeding. The
establishment at Welshpool, which was taken
over front the Commonwealth, is now virtu-
ally filled. Considerable pyogress has been
mnade in the erection of the new building for
Chamberlain Industries Lt.-for the fonl-
dry-and a start hiar, been made onl the in-
stallation of the furnaces. There again we
find ourselves in somec difficulty, because in-
duistrial troublps in the Eastern States have
rendered the importation of the machinery
required for those premises, and for Chant-
berlain Industries generally, rather difficult.
Whether the expectation that I g-ave the
House during- die debate on the Address-in-
replly, or about that time, that the factory of
Chamberlain Industries should he in pro-
duction by February, is now going to he
realised, is something more than I can say.
It may be necessary to put that fig-ure back
a bit. I commend to members the advisability
of taking the opportunity of going, to those
works at some convenient time in order to
have a look not only at the lay-out Of the
machinery that has been imported, but the
v-cry de-sirable way in which it has been set
up, and the enthusiasm with which the limit-
esl number of people at present employed
there are dealing with the work that they
have to hiandle.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It was a strenuous
effort on the part of the previous Govern-
meat.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOP'MENT: And ably backed up)
by the ,present Government. Although
we had some difficulty with our friends
of the Comtmonwealth with regard to
the financial ide, we took over manfully
and made the best bargain we could for
Western Australia, and incidentally for
Chamberlain Industries also. I do not
think it can ever be said that I have of-
fered any criticism-either before or since
election day-regarding this particular en-
terprise. I have l ad a look at it on three
or four occasions, and have discussed it
on many more, and while it was a babry
that looked as though it might be a bit over-
weight at byirth, ait present I am hopeful
that it will succeed. I have no doubt what-
ever as to the suitability of the machine
that it is proposed shall be manufactured,
provided it can be turned out in sufficient
numbers and on at market that will enable
it to lie produced profitably, without im-
posing too great a cost on the producer.
I feel that that can be done, hut that is
only a personal opinion which the future
mint weigh. Members when they get an
opportunity should have a look at the
premlisles, biecanse they are well worth an
Inspect ion.

Mr. Marshall: But they arc not by any
mean-. completed yet.

The MlINISTER
DEVEL~OPMENT:
should have a look
not.

FOR INDUSTRIAL
The bon. member

at them, completed or

Mr. 'Marshall: That is most unsaitisfite-
t ory.

The MINISTER FORl TNDVSTRIAL
DEVELIOPMIEN.T: I observed that the
foundry was not yet finished and that sonm'
of the machinery had not yet arrived. There-
fore, the hon. mnember could gather from my
remiarks that further work remained to be
done. But what is there, is worth in spec-
tion.

M1r. Marshall: As a lover of machinery,
I will accept your invitation.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRI.AL
DEVELOPMENT: There are 18 tenants
in the Wclshpool area, including manu-
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facturers of aluminiumwarc, furniture,
tennis stringsA, hosiery, confectionery, toys,
electrical applicanees, etc. It is unlikely that
James, Hardie & Co. will move in until
early niext year. The estimated revenue
from leasing the buildings is £7,356.

Among the more recent inquiries made
-with regard to industrial development is
that of a representative of an English
syndicate who is at present in this State
inquiring into the possibility of bringing
out two 600-ton trawlers from England.
These vessels, it is suggested, would go
trawling in the flight, and have their head-
quarters at Albany. Bradford Insulating
Pty. Ltd., which manufactures slag wool
insulation, building boards and tiles has
expressed its intention of establishing a
manufacturing branch in this State. It
is likely that it will operate at Fremantle.
Investigations arc being made by a firm
interested in the establishment of a chem-
ical industry here. Tbis concern would
manufacture chlorine, caustic soda and
various other chemicals.

lon. F. 3, S& Wise:- What about the
wool-scouring companyI

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The building for that
company Ls well on the way to completion.
I saw Mr. Michell only a few days ago, and
he expressed the hope that the works would
he in production before many weeks.

lioni. F. J, S. Wise: That will be one
of the best.

The 'MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOP'MENT: The Hlardie Trading
Co., inanfacturers. of lacquers. and enamel;,
has reserved land at Welsh poot and intends
to work oin the factoryv as soon as the
;uateriAi position permits. An English comn-

p.any has been inquiring: into thie establish-
menit of a factory to manufacture auger.
and auger. hits,. Doe to business problemus
in England tie company has not yet decided
to miove to Western Australia, and it is ex-
pected that, in view of Britain's export
position. some governmental problems may
be expoerienced regarding the move. A well-
known Eastern States manufacturer is pur-
suing inquiries with a view to establishing
a branch factory in Western Australia to
manufacture canned goods of various kindq.
The director of an English company mann-
faeturing custard powder and allied pro-
ducts will lie visiting this State in the near

future. It is anticipated that this visit will
be ef approximately 12 months *duration,
and will result in the setting up of a new
company to manufacture these products in
Western Australia, in which the company
has shown great interest.

Following En inquiry received through the
Seondary Industries Division, a local finU
has been negotiating with a well-known Eng-
11is] firm interested in manufacturing in-
stantaneous gas water-heaters in Australia
for the Australian market and for export.
It is, hoped that some agreement will result.
An English company is interested in thi,
manufacture in Australia of all types of
patented household mops and other pro-
ducts, and there arc prospects of its estah-
lishment in Western Australia, possibly in
partnership with an existing firm. As a
result of a report forwarded to the com-
pany, at director hats recently arrived in An--
tralia to make ain on-the-spot investigation.
A couple of local firms have been put in
touch with an English company which is in-
terested in the manufacturing in this country
of water-heaters, washing machines, drying
cabinets, toasters and electric fires, possibly,
in partnership with an Australian firm. The
mnalter is at present under consideration by
the English firm.

An inquiry was received through the
Secondary Industries Division from a well-
established Dutch firm, which is interested
in the cutting and polishing of diamonds
f rom the rough to the gems for tho Au,'-
tralian market and for export. The firm
haN been asmureil of a supply of rough dia-
mqorls from existing suppliers. It has, been
strongly recommended that this industry be
est~ibli-shed in Western Aus-tralia, but a reply
is still awaited.

l'Ton. F. J. S. Wise: There are plenty of
rough diamonds he're!

Tht MINISTER FOR INDUITSTRIMl.
DEVELOPMENT: All the rough diamonds,

acnot in 'Western Australia. I have made
Romae reference to the question of estab-
lisliing the textile industry at Collie. In
en'argeme(nt of that statement, I will say
that the spinning plant is a very large one
and that there is an excellent opportunity to
serve the Australian market if this industry
can be established. An English company
is interested in manqfacturing on a fairly
large scale in a country town in Australia
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woven children's-wcar, ladies' blouses, and
children's and ladies' knitwear. There is a
possibility of a partnership being arrangea
with an existing firm and it is thought that
a very good opportunity exists for partner-
ship with a factory already established in
a country town in this State.

Regarding tile Chandler alunite industry,
planning and design work for the plant to
utilise the new process is proceeding asl
quickly a., available staff will allow. In
order to get the new process completed, 7
anm given to understand that the plant will
have to he' dosed down for a few weeks.
Alter that, it is expected that production

onl a profitable basis of potash up to the
(10 ier cent. g-rade will be practicable and,
in fact, (asy. and the future prospects art'
Considered to be very good. Approach has
been made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to recognise the considerable amount
of extra capital cost that will be entailed
in this additional work, and also to recognise
the fact that no bounty was paid on the
We'tern Australian product during the war.
But for the war, it is unlikely that the
works would ever have been started.

In consequence of the production by these
works, although the potash was not of thle
grade that we would have liked, thle Com-
monwealth has been saved the payment of
anl import bounty on a considerable quantity
Of potash product. Therefore we consider
dhat the Commonwealth should recog-nise
these two factors-the high grade of potash
that can he produced in future and will be
of immense value to the Australian agri-
cultural and other indurstries4, and that it
ought to make a contr-ibution towards the
capital cost of the work and in reduction
of the loss that has already been sustained,
or both. After a conversation I had with
D~r. Raggett. of the Secondary Industries
Division, I understand that these representa-
tions have been favourably received, but at
the moment I cannot say that any decision
luis bean arrived at that I canl communicate
In the Committee.

At Albany, Hunts Salmon Cannery, after
only nine months' operation, is being ex-
panded to -enable the factory to process
5,000 tons of fish per annum. The present
output is between 1,500 and 2,000 per
annum. Many orders are being received
from the Eastern States, and a large East-

era States consignment is now on the fac-
tory floor awaiting shipment. The Albany
brickyards are producing' at the rate of
600,000 bricks per annum, which is con-
siderably below the capacity of the plant.
A commencement has been made with the
production of a good quality cement rootingr
tile at that centre. The Commonwealth
Investments Trust Ltd., the company formed
to develop the black sand deposits at Cheyne
Bay, has raised suffcient capital to pro-
duce a considerable amount of black sand
concentrates, which will be shipped from
Albany.

IDuriug September, members of thle
Secondary Industries Division visited this
State andl were entertained by the Govern-
nient. They also discussed the problems at-
tendant upon secondary industrial de-
velopnment in Western Australia with the
various persons concerned therein, as well
as with myself and the Director of Indus-
trial flevelopment (31r. Fernie). I think
they were favourably impressed by the
existing industrial development and the
prospects of further development and left
the State imbued with the idea that indus-
trially-and when I say industrially, I
refer to the aspect of the industrial worker
-Western Australia was particularly well
served, much better senved perhaps than
many of the other States of the Common-
wealth. AS regards the attitude of the
State Government to any reasonable pro-
posal, I arn,sure they felt that it would re-
veiva very favourable consideration.

At this stage I wish to express my thanks
f or the cordial assistance which, during the
seven mionths I have held this portfolio, has
been given to ale by the Director and his
officers. Mr. Fernie was a 'vise choice for
this position. He undoubtedly has the in-
terests of the development of the State
vecry touch at heart. It was no easy task
for ine to step into what was virtually anl
unknown quantity, the Department of In-
dustrial Development, and obtain a reason-
ably clear and sufficient understanding of
its ramifications in a period of six months
without the assistance of a knowledgeable
and capable officer. In that respect I found
Mr. Feraic filled the bill remarkably well,
and I do not hesitate to say that I am sure
in my own mind of his desi re to further the
interests of the department to the utmost
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of his ability, and this applies to those
limited number of officers who work with
and under him.

Many other industrialists are, as I said,
making inquiries as to setting up in
Western Australia. For example, we have,
among- others, one who contemplates re-
mnoving the whole of his machinery and
plant from Denmark or Sweden, I am not
sure which.

lion. A. LI. G-. Hawke: Denmark.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: lie proposes to manui-
facture Diesel engines in this State. I
amn not anticipating that that project
will fall through. Some little difficulty
has arisen owing to restrictions on ex-
port from the country where the ma-
vihinery is situated and the necessity
to evolve a method of extricating the pro-
prietor from the regulations which govern
the position. However, I think that matter
is in hand and I am hopefal that those
concerned will commence operations here.
I think they will bring with them a limited
number of workers experienced in the IIP-
dustry who, I take it, must be established
here in order to provide training for a
considerable number of our own people.

We also have in hand the matter of mana-
f:>. turing insecticides with-the idea of using
them in the destruction of our insect pests.
A panel has been set up for that purpose
fromn among officers of the Department of
Agriculture and the Department of Indus-
trial Development, as well as from the people
interested in the manufacture of these insec-
ticides. Water meters are also to be manu-
factured on a fairly large scale in the State.
It is expected that two plants will be in-
stalled here, one by the Dobbie Dico Meter
Company (W.A.) Ltd. and the other by
George Kent (W.A.) Ltd. These plants will
produce in the vicinity of 11,000 meters up
to three inches per year. This production
Mill be in excess of the State's requirements.
hut an export market is assured, as both
companies have received numerous inquiriesr
f rom oversea for supplies.

The- nlyv'ood inrlustl'y is mekirr consid-
erable headway. The premises at Carlisle--
where the big peeling machine received after
much delay a" remission of Customs duty by
the Commonwealth Government-are doing
great work. I visited the premises with
the members of the Secondary Industries

Cdmmission and wats most interested to see
a large karri log, having been duly boiled
or softened by intense moisture and heat,
skinned for a considerable time, producing
as it were miles of veneer which finally be-
came the moat beautiful fibre boards one could
possibly wish to see. The proprietors are
extending their activities 'very considerably
in this direction. There is no doubt what-
ever that the establishment will continue for
a v-cry considerable time and probably be
expanded because of the high quality of the
goods which it is producinig.

The department continues to submit to
the Housing Commission recommendations
for permits for the erection of industrial
buildings. Conditions over the past winter
months have been difficult. In some in-
stances, although the Housing Commission
did issue permits in accordance with the
recommendations, it was unable to imple-
ment them by making materials available.
We eontinue to impress on the Commission
the need to allocate to industrial buildings
a proportion of available building materials.
where the need is; pressing. I am satisfied
that up-to-date negotiations between the
Department of Industrial Development and
the Housing Commission hatvc been very
satistPactory. We must be careful not to
allow any industrial establishment to ex-
pend materials and labour unless it is abso-
lutrnly essential for the continued employment
of thme people concerned in the industry that
the premises should be erected, because I
have no doubt wvhatever that the Housing
Commission is justified in saying that its
housin- commitments should receive first
priority, except in essential cases in other
directions.

The department, with the assent of the
Treasurer, made an offer to the Common-
wealth Government of £20,000 for the pur-
chase of the whole of the assets of the North
Fremnantle shipping yards, including- build-
ings, plant, mnachinery and stock. Much of
the stock, ineliding timber, paint, steel, brass
fittinIr-s, etc., -which are scarce in the State,
couild be disposed of with-advantage to our
local industries. It was honed that the pre-
inises could be secured and made usc of in
a way similar to that in which the Welsh-
Twol buildings were made use of. for the
further development of industrial estab-
lishments in the Fremantle area. T'he Com-
monwealth. however, despite the careful
valuation that had been made by 'the officers
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of the depatment here, decided that £20,000
was not enough and made a counter-offer
which reached us only today. I do not know
what the fate of that will be, although I am
hopeful that these premises and the material
in them will be acquired, because, alterna-
tively, it appears to me that the Comimon-
wealth Government will sell them at their
breakdown value. I hope that can be obvi-
Mted and that an agreement can be reached
in the near future. I do not think it would
be profitable for me at this stage to engage
the Committee further on this subject and I
have much pleasure in submitting the Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the Minister cover-
ing the other divisions in this general debateI

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I did not propose to
touch on Farmers' Debts Adjustment or
State insurance, unless qjuestions were asked
by members to which I could afford replies.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.21 p.m.

Thansday, fith November, 1947.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUEST1INS.

MILK.

As t o Treatment Licenses Applied for
and to be Granted.

Hon. 31. T. TONKIN (on notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) How, many treatment licenses for the
year commencing the 1st July, 1947, have
been issued by the Milk Board in the exer-
cise of its powers under the Milk Act!

(2) To whom have such licenses been
issuedI

(3) What is the numlber of applications
for treatment licenses at present before the
Milk Board, and what are the names of the
persons or firms on whose behalf these ap-
plications have been made?

(4) How many treatment licenses. does
tlhe Milk Board propose to grant for the
current year?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Four (4).
(2) Brownes Ltd. at Charles-street, North

Perth; Brownes Ltd. at Brunswick Junction;
It. II. Mounsey at 738 Albany-road, Vic-
toria Park; R. Mt. Mounscy at Wagerup.

(3) Estate late G. E. Birkbeck (trustees
C. E. and I,. WV. Birkbeek), 3 Balf our-
street, Cotteslac; James Carrie, 164 Canning-
ig-hway, South Perth; Albert George Con-

way, Albany-road, Gosnells; William Della,
90 Mabel-strevet, North Perth; Goldfields
Amalgamated Dairies, Pty. Ltd., Forrest-
road, Kalgoorlie; Grant Bros., Albany-road,
Cannington; Ideal Dairies Ltd., 149 South-
terrace, corner Price-street, Fremnantle; C.
J1. Kielinan and Sons, 366 Albany-road, Vic-
toria Park; Estatc. late James Kclly, 15
Pangbourne-strcet, Wemabley: Martin Fran-
tis Kilkenny, Seventh-road, Armadale;
Ma,'ters Dairy Pty. Ltd., 174 }Iampden-road,
Hollywood; Masters Daitly Pty. Ltd., 158
Stirling-highway, Claremont (previously A.
Breyer) ; F.Ji'. Robertsq and Co., 298 Sub-
urban-road, South Perth-, Sheppard's Dairy,
118 Mary-street, Fremantle ; Arthur Smith,
11 9a Canibridge-street, Leederville; South-
West Co-Operative Dairy Farmew Ltd., Lot
74, Roy-street., Leederville; Westralian
Farmiers Ltd. "Pascomi," Stuart-street,
I'crth; Charles Linton Wild, Canning-high-
way, Bieton; Alan James Fletcher, Finle
Dairy, Kalgoorlie.

(4) This depends on the circumstances.


